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Why the Whale Spouts, the Starfish is Ragged,
and the Native Bear has Strong Arms

Many years ago all the animals now living in Australia were people.
At that time, they lived in a distant land across the ocean, and,
having heard of the wonderful hunting grounds in Australia, they
decided to leave their country and sail to this sunny land in a
canoe. They knew that the voyage would be long and dangerous
and that they would need to have a very strong canoe.

Wondangar, the whale, who was the biggest of all the people and
the best canoe maker, had a great strong canoe that could weather
the wildest storm. But he was a very selfish fellow and would not

and he stabbed Wondangar in the back of the neck in the hope

of getting away. Ghun na ghun got into the boat with Kurrilwa,
the koala, and the others and they paddled and paddled with the
injured Wondangar coming behind them. Wondangar recovered a
bit and chased hard. Kurrilwa, the koala paddled hard. The men in
the canoe believed that he was gaining on them, "When he catches
us, we shall all be drowned."” But Kurrilwa said, “Don't be afraid.

My arms are strong enough to paddle fast and keep us ahead of
Wondangar."

Just as they saw land, Wollongong as it happened to be,
Gooradawaak, the brolga, made a hole in the bottom of
the canoe, which he pushed a short distance from the
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