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William Gibson 
 

William Henry Irvine Gibson was born in August 1895 at Jamberoo, the 

son of Verjetta Elizabeth Gibson. 

William, a labourer, was a member of the famous Waratah March. At the time 

of enlistment, he had two years and five months experience with the 37
th
 

Illawarra Regiment in Kiama, holding the rank of Company-Sergeant-Major. 
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                                       KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 4 DECEMBER 1915 
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THE WARATAHS LEAVING KIAMA, ON THE WAY TO JAMBEROO, WHERE WILLIAM 

GIBSON JOINED THE MARCH. 
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KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 26 JANUARY 1916 
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KIAMA INDEPENDENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 16 FEBRUARY 1916 
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KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 15 MARCH 1916 
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A labourer, William embarked on board HMAT SS Makarini on 1 April 1916, as 

Acting Corporal. He was a member of the 1
st
 Battalion, 16

th
 Reinforcements. 

Along side William were other Kiama soldiers, William Bedford, Cyril Brandon, 

Richard Cooke, Joseph Cooper, Claude Edwards, John Edwards, Lance 

Edwards, Ernest Fisher, John Hanrahan, John Henderson, Alfred Hinde, 

Alfred King, Ernest Lucas, Richard McDonald, William Ranyard, Thomas 

Simpson, Henry Warner and Henry Warren. 

 

 
THE MAKARINI WHICH DEPARTED SYDNEY ON 1 APRIL 1916 

 

Private Gibson died along side fellow Kiama soldiers Henry Warren and John 

Hanrahan at Poziers, just shy of his 21
st
 birthday.  Also dying of wounds a few 

days later were Richard McDonald, Ernest Fisher and Joseph Cooper. All of 

these men were from the Waratah March. This battle saw six of the twenty 

three Waratahs from Kiama, Gerringong and Jamberoo killed. 
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                         JOSEPH COOPER                                                  RICHARD MCDONALD 
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The following are accounts of the death of William Gibson, taken from the 

Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing files. 
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                                 KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 23 AUGUST 1916 
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KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 28 APRIL 1917  

 
CHURCH OF THE RESURRECTION, JAMBEROO 
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KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 27 JULY 1918 

 

Private Gibson has a panel reference at Villers-Bretonneux. He also has his 

name located on panel 29 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War 

Memorial. 
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PRIVATE WILLIAM GIBSON 

 
THE FLAG WHICH THE WARATAHS MARCHED BEHIND 
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VILLERS-BRETENNEUX MEMORIAL 
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THE WARATAHS MARCH DOWN MANNING STREET, KIAMA 
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THE WARATAHS OUTSIDE THE DRILL HALL, KIAMA 
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