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Waldron Nelson

Upon the outbreak of World War One in 1914, German possessions and the German
Fleet in the Pacific became of significant strategic importance. The German
squadron was a menace to Australian shipping and seaboard towns.

— Embarkation of the
Australian Naval and

Military Expeditionary
Force in Sydney.

Perhaps this was the trigger for Jamberoo local John Andrew Waldron Nelson to join up on 12 August
1914. He and 1500 others embarked on the troop ship Berrima on the 19th August 1914.This was the
first force ever to leave Australia with its own ships, under the command of Australian officers.



“SERGT. WALDRON NELSON,
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Mr. Waldron Nelson, ecldest son of
Mr., Nelson of Juwmberoo, amd  now
Sergte Nelson, was umong * the frst
to-ofler for servico indthe Tirst Aus-.
fralion . Imperial - Expeditionary Foree;
ho belongs Lo, 20d seetion of A Com-
wny, whieh ‘sailed. in  the Berrima.’
n compauy with some 16 other mom-
hors soleeled from the foree, he' re-
turned to Sydney some eight weoks
ngo in- chavgo of " 81 German  prison-
ors, . pmongst - whom wus the Deputy-
Governor of New Britmin,  The guard
loft Sydney aguin in the Mualunga, ur-
riving ut Ruboul ubout the 27th Oe-
lobor,: e hus  wrilten slating  that,
ho has been promotod to. the-I'reasury,
fo The st British Administration
Troasury ab Ruboul, the capital: of the
whole, of the Bismark Archipelago, His
hours from B e 1o € paw,, allhongh
not. steletly “union,” are shorler than
whon on regular militury duty, and
casier, ‘espee ullr_ thun sentry duty, in
such o warm climate, when sometines
ot wighty ko others,. he had to stund
with tho point of bayonot just under
his ehin so thul the least "nod" would
enuso the point of «the buyonet to cro-
‘ule that alertness, willeh” secures int-
“munity from the dounth. sonlence, the
punishment for fulling usleep on duly..
~Wuo congratulate: My, Nelsou on hav-
Ing: w. son serving with honour “in his
conubry's eause, and on his rapid pro-
motlon In the sorvice, = - : .

Kiama Independent. 2 December 1914.

— The Berrima.

The years leading to the war had seen Nelson employed in the Department of Electrical Engineers for
Railways and Tramways, Sydney. At the outbreak of war, he was in business with his father, John.



Promoted to Corporal, in October 1914 Nelson returned to Sydney with 16 other members from the
force, acting as an escort for 31 German prisoners, including the Deputy Governor of New Britain.

Senr. Corpv: Waldron Nelson s home.
on furlougl after tho Now Guinea in-
vasion and upsel of German occupn-
tion there. Among the flist {o vol-
unieer for King and Country, Corporal
Nelgon was ‘sent wilh the Australion
troop for that mission. We are glad
to hear ho i85 looking noue the werse
for his exporienco,

— Kiama Independent. 6 March

1915.

Once back at Rabaul, Nelson was promoted to Seargent and secured a position with the First British
Administration Treasury. Soon after he contracted malaria, with the rest of his military career being
hampered by ill health.

Whilst still a soldier in the A.L.F., Nelson, then aged 29, married 20 year old Josephine Wyborn in
September 1919, in Sussex.

Waldron Nelson had survived the Great War, but his son was not so lucky during the hostilities of
1939 — 1945. Lieut. Rupert Nelson was Killed in action in Borneo, aged 18.

Nelson returned to Rabaul not long after, but not before there was a farewell for him and others at the
Jamberoo School of Arts, where he was presented with a sheep skin vest from the local Red Cross
Society.

Once back at Rabaul, Nelson was promoted to Seargent and secured a position with the First British
Administration Treasury. Soon after he contracted malaria, with the rest of his military career being
hampered by ill health.

Whilst still a soldier in the A.L.F., Nelson, then aged 29, married 20 year old Josephine Wyborn in
September 1919, in Sussex.

Waldron Nelson had survived the Great War, but his son was not so lucky during the hostilities of
1939 — 1945. Lieut. Rupert Nelson was killed in action in Borneo, aged 18.






