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George Welr

Born 21 November 1894 in Kiama, NSW, George Ernest Weir
grew up at Wesley Park (in Kiama Heights), ‘between the hills
and the sea’. The farm was very close to ‘Bush Bank’, the
childhood home of his mother, and a short ride from ‘Buena Vista’
in Gerringong, the home of his father.
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A keen rifle-shooter, George enlisted in August 1915 and embarked on 30
Dec.1915.

George was a popular young man, an active church-goer (at Christ Church
Kiama) and Sunday School teacher. Before leaving he was farewelled
numerous times, from the Church itself, from the Anglican Men’s Society, the
Girl's Friendly Society, the sporting groups he belonged to, and so on.

PRESENTATIONS,
e
On  Monday evening another very
pleasant  gatnering  was held m the
(Cuureh ot England school hall, with
what might be termed a dual purpose
e oa wewome to Mr. and Mrs, George
King and to wish “God speed” to Mr,
Gewige Weir, (son of Mr. D, E. Weir)
wito with a patriotism the church and
district is proud o1, has oftered his ser
vices tor the Empire. :

The scheol room wus nicely arranged
and decorated with arum lillies and
folisge for the occasion in honor of
the guests of the evening.

Despite the boisterous evening there
was o large attendance, about a hund-
red braving the elements, many from
u distance, to be present, A competi-
tion in “Jumbled names” helped to
pass the time pleasantly and strange
to say the winuers of the ladies and
geutlomen's prizes for the largest num
ber of successful guesses were Mrs, and
Mr. George King.,

Previous to making the presentation
to Mr. and Mrs, King, the Rev. }
M. Pearce, asked Mr, H, Love to say
a few words ou behalf of the Church
Men's Society,

Mr, Love said it gave him much
pleasure to have the privilege on such
al cocusion to refer to the good: quail-
tivs of Mr. King, that made him a
{avourite with ali, He felt sure their
members give him very hearty wishes
for happiness and prosperity and ex-
tended & warm welcome to him Mr,
George Weir also spoke in  kindly
culogy of Mr, King, and expressed
geou wishes,

In making the presentation to Mr,
and Mrs, George King of the gift
f[rom the young people of Christ
Church, the otor extended Mr: King
a hearty welcome and wished them
personally and on behall of the church
people, young and old, many happy
years in health and prosperity. In
Jeeular vein Mr, Pearce said there wore
present many of Mrs. King's old school
iellows and companions to welcome her
back to Kiama and he was afraid many
of Mr. King's old loves too; but they
all extended a welcome and . good
wishes,  On behalfl of the Girls Friend-
ly Society,, he bade her specially wel
come, He was sure among the mem
bers, she would have no trouble in
ieeling at home, and though coming
into & new church life, the lady mem-
bers would give her a greater welcome,
than the men would her husband,

The gift was a beautiful afternoon
lea sct on silver salver, with the in
=cription “presented to Mr, and Mrs,
G, King by the young people of Christ
Church, Kiama,'

Mr. King, in response, said he could
not find words to express the apprecia-
tion of Mrs, King and himself for their
beautiful gifts, and the kind things
said and good wishes exprossed, (0
felt sure kis wife would have no
trouble in feeling at home with them
all, and as for himsell, he was at
home already. They would both be
happy to do whatever was in their
power tu help the work ol the church
along,
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The Rector also presented a very
nice wristlet watch to Mr, George
Weir, who had volunteered for tnhe
front, from the Church and Sunday
School, and warmly expressed in doing
80, the pride they all felt in the step
ho had taken and «in the patriotism
and loyalty to King and country he had
shown. Their gift was a small token
of esteem and respect, and appreciation
of his work in  t church
and in the Sunday Il a8 a
teacher, where he would be missed
aer much ludgct{. 'I‘Jwi' wlaheddhll:‘n
od speed and hoped -he. | be
Kept safely and, they ha!leﬁo“ y of
welcoming him yback againg ;¥

Mr. Weir suitably responded. ,He
appreciated their gilt and .the .kind
feelings that accompanied it, \\'henevur{
he looked at the time he would think
of the many friends he left behind.
He hoped he would wear the watch in
Constantinople and afterwards in Ber-
lin, and be spared to bring it back
home again to greet the: friends le
left behind that evening,

Cheers were given for the guests of-
the evening, and the Natioua., Anthem
brought a very pleasant evening to a

close, .

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 11 AUG. 1915

He arrived in France in April 1916
(having travelled via Egypt), and
joined his company on the Western
Front. To his distress he was
separated at this point from his
boyhood friend (also called George)
who had enlisted at the same time,
and he tried very hard to be
transferred to his  ‘brother’s’
company. It is not clear if this
happened — in his letters home he
asks constantly for news of George
(Boniface).
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(steamed anto  Marseilles

| yards.

PRIVATE GEORGE WEIR,
>

Some thing from the pen of Private
George Weir will be read with more
than ordinary pleasure by the many
friends he and his people have in th.s
district, He is right jn the heart of
things and good wishes go to him in
a far oll country for safety, in the tur-
moil of the struggle raging there, The
letter w us follows au\f shows the in-
of the land., We
last Tuesday
(date erased) and after disembarkiug

terest of the son

"marched to the railway station where

we were scon aboard a tramm and off,
having «a splendid  journey . through
France. I only wisis [ conld describe ;t
to you, but that is out of the quest:on.
We were dehighted: with the- seenery
the beauty of which it would be difhi-
cult to =surpass, *with “its _ beautiiul
green lields, orchards. and many vine-
Teams of horses and bullocks
were busy with the ploughiag, and in
some cases a bullock and a cow were
voked together in the plough, Once 1
noticed five bullocks and one cow
voked logetlier, the cow enjoying the

| place of honour in the team’at the near

side ot the lead. The cattle ar: most-

1y white fa colour and seem!a bt on

| the heely side,

The horsps we saw,

| working in the fields are good sized
draughts of very fan gua'ity, The wom-

en are the principal workers in  the
field, all the eligible men being away
at the war., In some cases old men
and boys may be seen working in the
fields, but they even are in the minor-
iy,

The cordia’ity between the Freuch

and ourselves was very much in evi
denee,  The women hviig near  the
ltne 2!l have a cheery smile and a
wave for us, but it was like a shadew
on our sunshine, when we noticed only
ton often how the women would start
erying, but they soon dashed the tears
away pgain, e were very porry 'when
nght fell, and shut out the view [rom
us,
We kad a »sto}: to stretch pur legs atout
530 p.m,, afterward continuing our
journey until about 10 p.m., when our
rations were issued in bulk, and a
drink of coffee supplied to us,

Then we settled down to get what
sleep we could, bul as soon as day-
hght arpe;n-ed. we were up and dress-
ed, and at the windows to se¢ as much
as we could see. The horses ar* work-
ed tandem fushion here, you seldom see
them abreast and sometimes four work
in a team, one behind the other, W2
stopped for breakfast and got plcmy
of good hot tea provided by the French
Government, All day we again watch-
ed the eountry as we rushed through
with unceating interest,  And when
night came again we prepared our
beds in thiz unique journey in whjch
we  were comfortable  enough, fortu-
sate in having only five in our com-
vartment.  LFour of us “the four oro-
thers” slept on th: seats anl mysell
on the floor,

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 22 JULY. 1916
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SOLDIERS' LETTERS, George’s first serious engagement
—_—- .
PTE. GEORGE WEIR. in the horror that was trench
The lust mal brought seveial etlers warfare was at Poziéres, which took
| from Prvaie Geosgs Wer to hj: home .
:‘:;Ik :u;\-m:ly Wi tig news [rom him, place 22-28 July 1916.Wounded in
after the otlie at aunoaucement e v ; P ;
= Tml ng he h“il been wounded anid the Jaw, he wrote home to his famlly
n the hosp.tal. His many frinds will i ¢ i ad
lenn- w.th them tn heariyg of hijs saying ((?heerfully) If my jaw h
well-beng, u'.m ].n the f~_'ollowing ex- been a bit worse | would have got a
jeerpts from hs letters.,  The first wvas . . s e
Ir.,,“c\,, uJ;,l{ -3;,,.:,:”‘,?;,“-,‘:.,; ;-1 '-;"1" trip to England with it He qualified
05 Yol have hear 1 ave bben i i i
L adme tredd inte hosgital, but there iy re this by expressmg, more SObe.rIy’ his
ally very Ittle the matter with me, concerns about his mates, particularly
I stopped a bt of shell w.th my jaw, . , . .
[ and 5({\\4!\‘ m)nly just enougi to get me his ‘brother George, and saying ‘I
(away [rom the fightng, so don’t wor-
ry about me, I can tell you it is ai- knew such a lot of real good fellows
rehit 'n hospitaly, the &n‘nlbl" there are who have gone under...To tell you the
=0 good to a fellow, am not in bed g
all day, I have my meals at a table, truth | was glad to get out of it for a
fwiyeh s a luxury o its way, and hav- O .
ng a bed to slezp "w is lIke being at while’. As it was, George was
e gam, ' beleve Ggorge Bonl .
fl:u t 1‘ :alsn .:l.',:ln:_\" w't)l.uulnl-ll.kh;xlt | deemehd sufﬂmen;ly recm;ered 1t60
o not Know where he s, Jack Han 01 i iti i
rahan Yas Seen killed 1 beloeve, but rejoin his unit in mi Septem er 1916.

B Bedford was alright a few days
ago. | have'nt been able 1o find out
anythmg about Alan Smith or W,
Chapman, or Blly Bagewt. I don't
| suppose I will get my letters now for
a few weeks but that doesn’t matter
as I'Hoget them alsght whon 1 rejon
the Battalion. The poor ol 3rd DBat.
tal on his got a bad Ao, [ Kuew such
a lot of real good fellows  who  have
zone under, It all happened witha
a lew days, and most of the casualts
were mnfleted by the artillery of  the
enemy, To tell you the truth 1 was
glaa to get out of 11 [or awh le. i
my jaw had been a bt worse I would
have got a trp to England with it
Later on Auguse 1st e wries: 1 am
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cetng on well, and was dscharged
lrom wsptal yesterday, My face
alimost better and w @ week or so wijl
e quete healed.  There L a bit of a
rush on in hospital, and when we an:
nearly well w2 are dscharged and sont
to the rest camp wheh o8 just as good
as the hosprtal,  Ther 5 a large hut
here for the use of the solders, and
I actually had a game of png pong
to-day.  What o you thak of that? 1
can tell you it remaded me of the old
evenfngs of the Men's Soclety and no
mstake, There s a colfee bar along
stde, -where we can buy cakes and
sandw ches, coffee and soft drmks. But
the worst part about 't all I found out
last =ght, when U slept on the bard
boards agan, Dut as long as that s
all 1 have to trouble about T will he
aldziat, 1 am very anx.oous to hear of
my mates-1 suppose you will sec
auy of them have heen kidled or wound
ed, on the papers,  Always aldress my
wetters A Company, 3dr Battalon., It's
a belug hot day hese, the  sweat i3
droppng off my c¢h'n on to the paper,
I have none of my old mates w.th me
now, but am chummug up with some
of my new acquantances, for we sol-
ders scon make frends I ocan tel
vou, L' bRe to el you af) about whal
I have ween, but you kuow I cannot,
just wat untl L get back, and 'l talk
antl you =top me, IU've been through
a geod by stryp ol this country now,
There's a pug pong tournament here
m two or three days tme and [ will
have a shot at t . 1 am still here,
I have had tea anl feel happy ‘n con.
quence, and am off to the Recreaton
Hut for a practee, Wt Jove to you
all, GEORGE.

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 27 SEPT. 1916
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George as killed in action on the Somme as the line pushed past Flers on 6
November 1916. According to accounts of the battle, it was bitterly cold, with
gale force winds and constant rain. In fact, further action was apparently
temporarily halted after 6 November due to the weather.
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PTE. GEORCE WEIR,

—_—

s On 'l‘ucsdny “the sad naws camo
tlmmgh to “2Mr. and AMrs, D, E. Weir
wndl ‘rnnmy of thy death.of Pte. George
Wctr. ‘the —w...i son of tha lamlly, -
, A 1L became knows a gloom: Wi
Bsprend “throughout the distafiot, canuc-
lally én the' Ohmeh of Bazland ™ com-
mumity, where Wa beght chzery par.
sonaliky qul boen truly ,lovcd and ape
precidtod 18 a member of tho e“uumh
the Sunday school and the Men's Socl
ely. XNa hcnrt. was felt in the plowo
mﬂvuu in consequence for Lhe adults
{nterested, snee tho year previous' Iw
hagt been on fnal:leave and oue “of
tho' busiest workers “eutsing ‘up”. and
helping lo prepare far the clﬂdmxu
uuloymm. alzo - assiifng w:h Lt the
nmext day..

Ha who Alls a horo' mvo. mmo
where in France, was a fine spectanen
of our distifcl lads, a son ol Lhie so),
and an’honos to It He wont from
home anl country [a a syt of Wigh
ondeavour to fght fn s sarvieo. Hin
lottors to the lust oviloncod tho s:ung
url e to, stil the' anxtoty of tho doar.
homme folk, telling notléag or Litls of
the sadmess. and dangor of iy oxpoi(-
onees, but throwing all the plénsuro
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or comlfort o had “iato the “ligh
light," Evérything of ntorcst portaln.
ing to the @ll'ng of the soll waa In.
teliiyontly moted, and sout.nlong”to
[torest those at home, He was o
worllly représemtalive of - & fino old
Gttt oty and though B oy oo
honored for many fino nlulbum A
the, menibors that bear the nind, Ws
dgnth os o hero, 13 the crowning,ous,
for Ihom whose hearts are loﬁ’ _
just now to feol little plss bul r&of"
in thefr bereavoment. To: thom, ..n‘
e kinslp troublo brings, goes a. 1seh,
mensure ol sympathy [rom theie [ol-
low distafiot rolk, wbo recogu'sed .
whom _thoy” mGuru, “was o creidis. {o
i3 ‘home upbiagng, Ws ohurch,' hla
hitaiob. and W's country. - It “added 't
thogrist ol W people’td Joarn rmaﬁo |
Weir: had  fallon some two monthg proe
\b\w {o the bob'maton, eﬂdenuy very!
shortly aftor 16 WAd returnod” (o -flid-
flafag Eno altor bang -wounddd" ut’mb
ll': o-l(en!m at Poz'eres. . .

o The” snd\.niews - wad um w uw
I;omuwxul by tha nov. A, Knox, nud
hael l.n bo*snn.t 1o -3r. and s, \\'-e!r
pway ‘on A ho'iday tp to thio, North
Coast. * Our “deepest l)hpaﬂ;y ll oxe
lanced 1o the bersaved family, o
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George has no known grave, but he is commemorated on the wall of the
memorial at Villers-Bretonneux as follows: Pte GE Weir, 3rd Battalion AlF,
Service Number 3939. He was just a few weeks short of his 22nd birthday.
George’s mother (Isabella) and father were visiting family in Clunes (near
Lismore) when the telegram arrived advising that George had been killed. The
message was delivered in early December 1916 by the local Anglican minister,
and caused enormous grief to all in the family, and to the wider community.
Isabella never quite recovered — her obituary (in 1923) described her
heartbreak at the loss of her boy, and letters between George’s father and the
War Office (seeking further information and also return of George’s personal
effects) also stressed their continuing sorrow.

GEORGE ERNEST WEIR

Roll of !:lono"ur.'

WEIR.—In loving mzmory of owr dear
fon and brogher, ®te, George Weir,
3rd Buttalioll Kil#d in fmm. Mrance

Noyember Gt§,' 186, ag@d 21 years,
In lit2 weklovgt hnd dearly,
In death wu dff the same,

Inserted, by his Toving father and
mather, sisters va{Lthol and :\llc/u,
aid brothers Harmon, O ‘Jl.“"‘l }‘,}ud
;‘?," detive sbrvjes), ,‘3’ L
WEIR~In loving memory:of Pte, Geo.

Weir, Late 3rdgBattalwon, AL, kill-
ed in action ¢ the Somme, France,

ot forgotten,
i# bosom pal, Lueut,
¥ Battalion, AJLL (on

Inserted b
W, Chapman,
aclive serview

Hiwmn Pudependent

WEDNESDAY,~NOVEMBER 6, 1918,
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George was one of nine children. Three of his brothers and sisters died in
childhood, another served in Palestine but was spared to come home. After
the war two of the brothers married, as did one of the three remaining
sisters. None of the siblings had children.

Thanks to Rosalie O’Neale, G. Weir and M. Weir for their contributions and
assistance.

HAPPY VILLA (KENDALL HOUSE) 1915. GEORGE BONIFACE ABOUT TO LEAVE FOR
SERVICE DURING WW1.



