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Society & Everyday Living 
Shower of frogs 

Here's an item straight from the colonial 'X­
Files'. 

"A SHOWER of frogs, it may be termed 
such was witnessed by Captain Garde, of the 
stea:ner Illawarra, early one morning last 
week while laying at the wharf at Shoalhaven. 
The Captain was on the forcastle when he felt 
something heavy striking him like hailstones. 
It was scarcely daybreak at the time and he 
could not discern what the objects were. At 
daybreak, however, he saw a sight that simply 
amazed him; hundreds and thousands of 
frogs covered the deck, the water and the 
wharf. The shower lasted about 10 minutes 
during which time the frogs continued ~o fall 
with the rain. The frogs were about 1.5 mches 
(3.5cms) in length of various colours, strong 
and healthy in appearance, which suggested 
that they had not fallen from any great height. 
The jib sale on the Illawarra formed a recepta­
cle, into the folds of which thousands of these 
aerial croackers were captured ... When seen at 
Wollongong they were as lively as if they had 
not performed the wonderful feat related 0u.t 
of their native element. This strange affa£r 
causes a recurrence of the fact that large num­
bers of frogs have been noticed lately about the 
streets ofWollongong after nightfall." 

Kiama Independent 
February 14, 1890 

A band for Jamberoo? 
Jamberoo might have been a delightfully 

picturesque locality, but according to its 
Jamberoo correspondent, it was sadly lacking 
in musical talent. Moves were afoot in March, 
1890 to rectify the void but, as can be deter­
mined from the following, rather scathing 
analogy, not much confidence was placed in 
the outcome. 

" .. .Be this as it may, I am deeply conscious 
that the sounds that I have heard proceed 
from a meeting of half a dozen Jamberoo cats 
were at least more interesting than those I 
have heard scraped from certain "parts" of 
their dead "fellow creatures" (ie catgut strings 
on a stringed instrument), popularly, if not 
erroneously supposed to be stretched on a cer­
tain instrument. With a view to remedying 
this excruciating state of affairs, quite a num­
ber of young heroes are endeavou~ing ~o 
organise a 'band' for Jamberoo. I gwe t~lS 
information for the benefit of intend£ng ms£­
tors, so that they know what it is all about, if 
they should arrive during the course of opera­
tions." 

KiamaIndependent 
March 11, 1890 

While Jamberoo's efforts to form a band 
were viewed with a degree of scepticism, the 
reputation of the Kiama Brass Band contin­
ued to enjoy local renown. By the 1890s t~e 
band was booked for just about every pubhc 
engagement and community celebration, 
while also staging its own balls. 

In July, 1890, the band staged a "Cali~o 
Ball" in the Temperance Hall - the theme, It 
appears, being that revellers att~~d in gar­
ments made of calico. One enterpnsIng young 
lady from Sydney came attired as 
"Britannia". Others less adventurous made 
do with calico sashes which were put to good 
use at the end of the event. 

" ... The night was a splendid one for danc­
ing, and although the number in attendance 
was small, still all seemed to thoroughly enJoy 
themselves. The flags for decorating were 
kindly lent by Pilot Fraser and the drapings 
for the window by Mr S Major. After t~e 
evening, the calico sashes worn by the ladles 
were deposited in a basket and are to be hand­
ed to the Kiama Hospital." 

Kiama Independent 
July 4, 1890 

By mid-1892, however, it appears the b~d 
had lapsed as calls for made for the formatIon 
of a "public band". . 

"Subscriptions in aid of the movement w£ll 
be thankfully received ... Some eight members 
are ready and willing to play out in the streets 
of the town, but require the 'where-with-all' to 
purchase a drum, two or three instrumen~s 
and some music. We are very sure the publzc 
will support the movement as the want of a 
public band has been keenly felt in Kiama for 
the past three years." 

KiamaIndependent 
April 1, 1892 

The rally proved successful and, in July 
just three months later, the Kiama Brass 
Town Band performed in concert at the 
Blowhole Point when there was an atten­
dance of "considerably over 300 persons". 

A sketch of the main streets ofGerringong - as published in the Sydney Mail in 1893. PHOTO: Ken Mil~er Col~ction.. 
. Th Ph h of driving without lights £s a step m the nght " ... A program of some. 14 sacred ~electwns e. onograp . direction. The old adage that 'it is an ill wind 

was gone through a.nd ~£ghly o:pprec£ated, the In May, 1891, ~;nna wafus ye.ated t? a ~~~- that blows nobody good' will be verified by the 
performance termmat£ng wzth the sacred cal first when a wonder mventzon, e t· f dl and kerosene as a 
hymn 'Till We Meet Again'." phonograph, was exhibited in the Oddfellows' conslumfP:.n 0 t. ca~ es 

, Kiama Independent Hall. Note also, from the following item, the resu tot lS ac LOn. Kiama Independent 
July 19, 1892 origins ofthe word "factory". . July 14, 1894 

Swagmen " ... The first part of the entertaznment con-
January, 1893, opened with the news that sis ted of an interesting lectU/:e on the p~ono­

harbour works at Lake Illawarra and graph, illustrated by splendld lantern mews, 
Wollongong were bringing great numbers of by which the wave theory of sound and all the Evils of over-dressing 
destitute swagmen who were arriving in the vario,!,s parts of th~ mstrument were fully "THE EVILS OF OVERDRESSING _ Of 
hope of gaining work. Many were unsuccess- explazned to the audzence. The present phono- all the snares that beset young girls, none 
ful however and were forced to wander the graph, of 'talking machine', was perfected are more dangerous than the love of dress. 
district, looking for food. some two years ago by Thomas Edison of New Mothers should be on the alert to guard 

" ... the hotel keepers have many appeals for York, and nine months or so alfo two of them their daughters against it. Elder sisters 
food. A party of six who begged in a hotel in were sent to Australia, and smce then ho:ve should not forget that young eyes are look-
the town the other day for bread stated that been exhibited almos: th~oughout the co.lomes. ing at them as examples ... Nothing i~ of 
they had been unable to get work, even for The phonograph, whlch lS only a small znst,:u- greater importance than th~ companLOn-
'tucker'. One of the saddest sights under the ment, consists ?f 33~ parts, each part b.emg ship permitted to young glrls. Not o,!ly 
sun .. .is a man seeking work and unable to get made by machmery mvented by Mr Edzson, overdressed companions induce the wlsh 
it." who employs at his large manufactory, 250 to themselves to overdre~s, bu.t if the grati-

Kiama Independent men women and children ... The portion of the fication is dertied, 'covetousness, envy, 
January 19, 1893 pho~ograph receiving the sound impression is hatred and all uncharitableness' are very 

constructed on a plan exactly similar to that of likely to find birth in hearts that might be Omega floods 
In March, 1893, the Miller family were 

again besieged by the elements when heavy 
rains left 'Miller's flats' flooded "by a vast 
sheet of water". Similar problems were being 
experienced at Jamberoo when local creeks 
were "much swollen". The recently built 
bridge over Waugh's Creek, however, had 
stood the test and was proving to be a "boon to 
travellers by that route". 

The 'Labour' movement 
The 'Labour' movement gained momentum 

in the 1890s, as was evidenced by a visit by 
union representatives to Kiama. 

"LAST Sunday three delegates from the 
Labour Unions of Sydney visited the main 
camp on the railway works, Kiama, (or the 
purpose of placing before the navmes the 
necessity for unity among them as well as all 
classes of labour... Inflammatory speeches 
against the stigmatised enemy of l~bour - cap­
ital - were indulged in, and the varwus parlta­
mentary representatives of the South Coast 
held up as persons to be hurled into oblivion at 
the next election and supplanted by 'labour 
candidates' ... We understand that it is intend­
ed to form an affiliated union of all trades and 
manual labour in the various colonies, the 
present being initiated in Queensla!1d. The 
outcome of the visit of the delegates £s that a 
branch of the union has been formed amongst 
the navvies, to which some 240 names have 
been pledged." 

EJama Independent 

the human ear, the drum being represented by otherwise full of better feelings ... Even in 
a glass chamber, and the wave sound~ striking very young children the passion faT ov.er-
the end of this glass drum causmg It to dressing is seen. It is the fault of the szlly 
vibrate... On Friday Mr AG Russell sang a mothers. Little girls' ... skirts are cqvered 
song into the phonograph as did Mr Prott on with quantities of ornaments, trimmings, 
Saturday evening; Mr A Acheson played a cor- {riUs and double skirts. Their feet a~e 
net solo. In each instance they were repro- encased in the mast costly boots and thelr 
duced by the phonograph very distinctly. The ankles dislocated with high heeZs. The 
songs had a kind of metallic sound, which was hats they wear are in accordance with the 
no doubt due to the sound being conveyed from rest of their toilette, and even paQ,ding and 
the phonograph to the audience through a hair dye are not unfrequent[y used." 
large, brass funnel... _ The performance con- Sunday Press, New York, August 1873 
eluded by the wonderful playing of _t~h~e_..:::::===============:, Australian National Anthem." po 

EJallIaIndependent 
May 12, 1891 

Foxground Social 
In March, 1893, a social for the 

young folk of Foxground was held at 
the hOllIe ofMr Dawson Blow. 

" ... The room being large afforded 
those who indulged in the innocent 
amusement every opportunity of danc­
ing with comfort. Songs were rendered 
at intervals by Mr Alick Speer, 'The Old 
Man's Drunk Again', Mr W Winter, 'My 
Son Teddy'; Mr B Connors, 'Hush-a-bye 
Baby'; Messrs Kerwick and Roots 
danced the Irish jig in a most graceful 
style. Mr F Fredericks and MrJ Devery 
fulfilled the duties of MCs." 

EJallIaIndependent 
March 30, 1893 

UllIN .. a1JiPLING 

AUGUST ENTERTAINMENT 
Fri. 4th August ••••••••••••• CAROL UNNANE 

Sat. 5th August •••••••••••••••••••••••• BEEZ NEEZ 

Sat_ 12th August •••••••••••• COURT 'N' BOLD 

Sat. 19th August ••••••••••••••• THE STINGERS 
Blues Rock 'n' Roll Night 

Sat. 26th August •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• WOODY 

HIGH SEA 
RESTAURANT 

November 18, 1890 Driving Without Lights 
In July, 1891, the Kiama Labour Electoral In the spring of 1893, local business- • RESTAURANT OPEN SIX DAYS 

• ALL WELCOME • League held a "preliminary" meeting at the es witnessed a rush on the sale of 
Royal Hotel, Kiama, with 20 to 30 members kerosene lamps and candles when the 
in attendance. President of the League, Mr W Mayor MN Hindmarsh, announced 
Lawrence, was in the chair while other office that travellers who drove at night 
holders included Senior Vice-president Mr J "without lights" would be prosecuted. 
McEncroe; Junior Vice-president Mr Bell; "DRNING WITHOUT LIGHTS 
Treasurer Mr H Ryan· and Seqetary Mr P The intention orthe Mayor to prosecute . 
Farquarson. ' . ... --.- - •• - &tliijseprZrsonsoffe'fidin!fin th:e-di:M.:ii:tJtI; 

Bistro Open 7 days from 12-2pm and 
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~93 drolVuiug tragedy 
Captain Honey commanded follow­
ing his passing. 

Captain Honey was also an active 
member of the Kiama Agricultural 
Society and the elder brother of 
another prominent Kiama citizen 
and Company member, Leiutenant 
Henry Honey, who had distiguished 
himself at the recent NSW Rifle 
Association as champion in the 
grand aggregate. 

Shortly before Captain Honeys 
death, he had been appointed to the 
position ofKiama district coroner. 

Mr Wood was the son of a promi­
nent Kiama and Jamberoo property 
owner, George Wood Sen, who owned 
numerous shops as well as 640 acres 
on Jamberoo Mountain. George was 
one of the promoters of the Kiama 
Pioneer Dairy Factory and had given 
two acres from the land he leased 
from John Honey for the erection of 
the factory. He was also an original 
director of the co-op. 

Miss Pike was the eldest of three 
daughters to respected civic leader, 
John Pike, and had, in 1881, laid the 
foundation stone for the Anglican 
Sunday School Hall. 

The Funerals 
The funeral of Miss Pike, Mr Wood 

and his two daughters was held on 
December 27, 1893. The coffins were 
placed in two hearses, Mr Wood and 
his girls in one and Miss Pike in the 
other. 

mng Day 1893, as sketched for the Sydney Mail (6/1/1894). The cross 
Issailed by breakers. 

" .. . All being ready, the members of 
the Protestant Alliance Benefit 
Society, to the number of 60, formed 
in front two deep ... Then followed the 
two hearses, alongside of which 
walked 22 children with wreaths and 
other floral designs ... Following the 
hearses were the brothers and inti­
mate relations of the deceased on foot, 
the first vehicle to follow containing 
Messrs G Wood sen, and John Honey 

nsuing seven days in the hope of 
islodging the bodies from the ocean 
loor. 
"THAT LATE DROWNING 

'ATALITY. .. Every device has been 
:sed in order to discover the remains 
fthese three who were ushered into 
uch a premature watery grave, and 
lthough the sea bed in the vicinity 
as been much shaken by the use of 
xplosives and the most diligent 
earch made no trace whatever can be 
Jund. The distress occasioned by the 
~rrible disaster has by no means 
ubsided and most anxious queries 
re being almost momentarily made 
especting the operations of the 
earch party. The greatest possible 
ympathy is manifested locally for 
hose afflicted and affected by the 
ccident, which has deprived three 
hildren of both their parents, and 
~ft a widow and one daughter in a 
ouse bereft of a breadwinner." 
Needless to say, the tragedy cast a 

,lanket of gloom over the district and 
he circumstances of the catastrophe 
Drmed the subject of special refer­
nce from the pulpits of the various 
hurches. The ministers of all 
lenominations were "especially 

earnest in their appeals for divine 
comfort to those whose hearts have 
been wrung with anguish in conse­
quence of the awful calamity" (Kiama 
lndependen t). 

In Sydney, meantime, the Union 
Jack at the Victoria Barracks, 
Paddington, was flown at half-mast 
out of respect to the memory of 
Captain Honey who, at the time of 
his death, was commander of the 
Kiama Company of the 2nd Infantry 
Regiment. 

Captain Honey was first appointed 
to position in the military forces in 
December, 1883, when he was 
gazetted first Lieutenant of the 
Kiama Company of the 2nd 
Regiment. On March 9, 1885, he was 
promoted to the rank of Captain with 
the command of his company. He was 
a most efficient officer and further 
promotion was contemplated. In rifle 
shooting, he took a great interest, 
and in everything to the welfare of 
his company. According to the 
Sydney Mail, he was considered to be 
an "able, genial and courteous offi­
cer". Testimony to his esteem, Major­
General Hutton sent a message of 
condolence to the Company which 

sen." 
The Reporter 

January 10, 1894 
It was estimated that not less than 

1000 people took part in the proces­
sion which wended its way from the 
Collins Street cutting to Pikes cut­
ting and on to Porters Garden Beach 
Cemetery where another 500 people 
were waiting. Mr Wood and his two 
children were placed in the one grave 
while Miss Pike was buried along­
side her brother and nieces. 

The search was continued for the 
three missing and, on January 3, the 
body of Mrs Honey was spotted by an 
aboriginal, Jim Walker, floating on 
the surface of the water, about 100 
yards from the scene of the tragedy. 
It was watched until it drifted a few 
yards from shore, when a man 
named Walter Meredith landed it on 
the beach. 

As if the drownings were not tragic 
enough, the description of Mrs 

BUY "R3 PLUS" PINK BATTS 
AT THE R2.S PRICE 

E 
R3 Plus. 1160 X 430mm 
Pack of 16, 9313070334304 

Australia's Favourite Insulation 

Honey was heartwrenching. The 
lady was found to be "in a good state 
of preservation", but her arms were 
"bent forward, and the fingers 
clenched, bearing evidence to the fact 
that Mrs Honey had disappeared 
below the surface and died in the 
embrace of her husband" (Kiama 
Independent). 

It was speculated that the explo­
sives had released Mrs Honey from 
the hold of her husband. Her body 
was delivered to the residence of the 
late Miss Pike where it was 
"coffined" and placed in a room "spe­
cially set aside for the purpose". She 
was buried a short time later. 

A search was kept up for the bodies 
of Captain Honey and Henry Wood 
but they were never found. 

Memorial Service 
A special memorial service in 

memory of the late Captain Honey 
was conducted in the Oddfellows 
Hall on January 7, when a special 
train was organised to bring mourn­
ers from Sydney, including officers 
and volunteers of all military arms 
and the Regimantal Band ofthe 2nd 
Infantry Regiment, of which the 
deceased was a popular member. 
Along the journey, the train collected 
members of the Artillery and the 
Illawarra Light Horse. Mr Fuller, 
MP, was also among the mourners. 

The whole of the men (wearing 
bands of mourning on their left 
arms), the Kiama Company being 
represented in full force, paraded on 
Church Point, and headed by the 
Regimental Band playing the 
Funeral March, proceeded through 
the town via Bong Bong, Manning 
and Terralong Streets. 

Over 1000 people were seated in 
the hall, including members of the 
united choirs of the churches, the 
Kiama Company and relatives of the 
deceased, while many more waited 
outside. Various hymns were sung 
including, Through the Night of 
Doubt and Sorrow, Art Thou Weary, 
Art thou Languid, Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul, and Oh Come All Ye Faithful, 
Joyful and Triumphant. 

The Rev J Howell Price, of St 
Saviour's Church, Sydney, delivered 
"an impressive and feeling sermon" 
(The Reporter, 10/1/94), before the 
Band played The Dead March. 

Following the service the Comp­
anies again paraded in front of the 
hall before marching back to the 
parade ground, headed by the band 
and "an immense throng of resi­
dents". 

Mr GW Fuller then addressed the 
gathering, saying that, through the 
death of Captain Honey, he had lost 
"one of his best and truest friends". As 
Commander of the Kiama Company 
and in his public capacity, he had 
always acted "sincerely, honestly and 

KIAMA SUPPLY COMPANY 
100 TERRALONG STREET, KIAMA PHONE 4232 1633 

Captain Thomas Honey. 

to the best of his ability". 
" ... His last action, when the grim 

hand of death appeared, he so hero­
ically remained at his post and 
endeavoured to save his dear wife." 

The Reporter 
January 10, 1894 

In July 1894, members of the 
Kiama Corps, Volunteer Infantry, 
resolved to erect a mural tablet in 
Christ Church to "perpetuate the 
memory of their late Captain". 

A life of tragedy 
The story was not without further 

tragedy for Mrs Wood. Her only sur­
viving child, Florence, never recov­
ered from the shock of the events and 
died a few months after contracting 
pneumonia. 

Mrs Wood moved from Clover Hill 
to live for 25 years at Bellevue, a 
home located on the northern corner 
of Collins and Minnamurra Streets, 
Kiama, and which today serves as a 
guest house. Each Christmas after 
the death of her husband and chil­
dren, Mrs Wood would lock herself in 
her home and see no-one until after 
the festivities were over. 

She · erected a stained glass win­
dow in Christ Church in memory of 
George and her three children and 
gave the church a brass alms dish, 
offertory plates and the silver shield 
in the church board room. She died 
on September 8, 1932, finally being 
released from her years of heartache. 

KIAMA SUPPLY CO~~ 

1 00 YEARS OLD~}J:~ 
AND STILl3':::r~...l~ 
GOING STRONG 
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'Father of Federation' visits 
In December, 1891, the 

Oddfellows Hall was packed to 
capacity to hear a speech delivered 
by Australia's 'Father of 
Federation', Sir Henry Parkes, 
speak on the nation's march toward 
Federation. 

Sir Henry, a veteran statesman 
and former Member for Kiama 
(1864 to 1870), was concentrating 
his energies on moves toward 
Federation and Australia's recogni­
tion on the world stage as a united 
nation in its own right. 

He had arrived by midday train 
in the company of his wife, Lady 
Parkes, and MPs P Morton and GW 
Fuller. He was met by the Mayor, W 
Cocks Esq, and several aldermen, 
before being escorted to the Grand 
Hotel where the ministerial party 
stayed throughout their visit. 

At the Oddfellows Hall meeting 
the chairman, Mayor Cocks, com­
mented on Sir Henry's political per­
formance and his role in "bringing 

into force the Public Schools Act, 
which was a boon to the people of 
this colony and for which he 
deserved the esteem of its people". 

Sir Parkes, a former resident of 
Kiama, thanked the audience for its 
loyalty, saying that he held a special 
fondness for the town, especially as 
it had "elected him at least five times 
by a majority of two to one". 

Arriving at the heart of the mat­
ter, Sir Parkes spoke of his work in 
initiating the Federation move­
ment, and ofthe falling out he'd had 
with another Federationist, Mr 
Edmund Barton (later Australia's 
first Prime Minister). 

The source of the conflict - and 
indeed a major sore point in the 
march toward Federation - was the 
push by some (the "Protectionists") 
to introduce duties on intercolonial 
products as opposed to the call by 
others, including Sir Parkes (the 
"Free Traders"), to have free trade 
between the colonies. 

Charming advertising 
A delightful aspect of the colonial newspapers 

was the way various advertisements, published 
amid the local news items, had a way of taking 
the reader by surprise. 
"A WELL-dressed little woman, charged the oth­
er day with assault on her husband (a man 14st 
weight), by knocking him down with a poker and 
jumping on him, when asked to plead said, 
'Justified, your Worship, and I'll mangle him if 
he don't buy me a bag of Enderby's good potatoes; 
4s 6d cwt. cash'. -Advert." 

Kiama Independent, August 16, 1892 

.& KIAMA SPORTS 
~ a LEISURE WEAR 

Kiama Sports and Leisure Wear carries a full 
range of men's, women's and children's 

and Leisure Wear. 

Sir Parkes saw the duties as 
being inhibitive to the cause of 
Federation - which was colonial uni­
ty. 

On this count, he said he believed 
Mr Barton to be of the same opin­
ion, saying that the gentleman 
appeared to him to "take the broad· 
est and noblest and most statesman­
like views on the question". 

But the two men had a falling 
out, however, when Mr Barton 
aligned himself with the Premier, 
Mr George Dibbs, and politican 
Thomas Slattery, two Protectionists 
who were "bitter enemies to federa­
tion". Sir Parkes suggested that Mr 
Barton's new affiliation was part of 
his political aspiration to join Mr 
Dibb's ministry. 

Sir Parkes also took issue at a 
public submission by Mr Barton 
that Sir Parkes had, due to ill 
health, handed over the reins of the 
Federation movement to himself. 

Sir Parkes said that this was not 
the case and that Mr Barton had 
taken liberties from a private dis­
cussion when he admitted that his 
health was not the best. 

Having clarified the controversy, 
Sir Parkes then concentrated his 
speech on the cause for federation. 

" .. . Some three years ago he 
brought up his grand cause, and 
suggested it to the heads of all the 
governments in the Australian 
colonies, with the purpose of ascer­
taining whether the time had not 
arrived for these colonies to form a 
constitution together as one 
Australian nation. He had two 
classes of difficulties to contend 
with. There were those who could 
not rise to so great a measure, and 
others who were opposed to it from 
motives of party animosity towards 
himself. They were disposed to raise 
themselves against anything he 
might do for the good of the cause ... 
He had succeeded in bringing about 

a conference of all the Australian 
colonies, which determined that the 
time for unity was now nigh; they 
determined that the great element of 
national life existed in these 
colonies, as one colony standing 
alone had not the power it would 
otherwise have if it stood united 
with the other colonies ... Never did 
such an assemblage meet on 
Australian soil. They had succeeded 
in drawing up a Bill which was a 
more demonstrative and eloquent 
one to them than (America's) 
Declaration of Independence... Sir 
Parkes said that federation of the 
Australian colonies was a work 
which no earthly power could long 
retard. It would rise supreme above 
all obstacles, and in a short time, 
place them in a field of power and 
authority, and be on a level in honor 
with all other nations of the world 
(Loud applause)." 

Kiama Independent 
December 8, 1891 

The first Minnamurra Bridge - a timber, one-Ianed thoroughfare built in 1870 by Shellharbour Council at a cost of £1000. 
Larry & Gail Beringer 

Sports and Leisure Wear 
Established January 2000 

uKiama's sports and 
leisure wear store for the 

next century" ~ 
Gift vouchers are available and 

Shop locolly ond 

WELCOME TO 

Kiama Christian 
Fellowship 

-------INCORPORATED-------

A CROSSLINK AUSTRALIA NETWORK CHURCH 

• Family Service: 10am Sunday <Xl 

• Children's Church: 10.30 to 11.30am ~ 
Sunday It) 

• Youth Bunch: 10.45 to 11.30am Sunday 
• Youth Activities: 6.45pm Fridays 

We are a Family Church 
PASTOR: JON WRIGHT 

Minnamurra Bridge 
The history of the Minnamurra Bridge 

was not overly spelled out in the 
Independent over the years but we do know 
that the first bridge - a one-lane timber 
structure - was built in 1870. This bridge 
fell into disrepair, however, and within 20 
years it became apparent that a new, more 
modern structure was required and, in 
April, 1890, tenders were called for the pro­
ject. 

The driving of the first pile of the new 
Minnamurra Bridge was marked in 

September, 1891, with a picnic on 
Minnamurra River which was attended by 
50 to 60 persons. 
~ very pleasant afternoon was spent at 

the Minnamurra River. .. The ceremony was 
performed by Mrs George Tory, of Kiama, 
and after that lady had driven the pole a 
certain distance, and christened it with a 
bottle of 'golden top', and adjournment was 
made and some refreshments partaken of. 
The health of the contractor, Mr Reid, cou­
pled with that of Mr and Mrs Tory, was 

drunk in bumpers, and responded to by Mr 
Reid .. . 

... there are two concrete foundations in 
connection with the bridge, both being at 
the northern end, and the bridge will rest on 
piles for the remainder of the distance. The 
piles are sheathed with copper above the 
high water mark, and are being driven 
down some eight or 10 feet by a 'monkey', 
weighing slightly over a ton." 

Kiama Independent 
September 23, 1891 

f,O Box 82, Kiama 2~33 PhlFax 4237 5254 u:..... ..V." T~fj.se.co~ Minna1fl,p."#;!!ri~~.e- one-lane, timber structure built in 1890 by Kiama Municipal Council. 
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Sport and Leisure 
Rollerskating 

Rollerskating, already a popular pastime in 
Kiama, grew from strength to strength in 
June, 1890, when the Kiama Select Skating 
Rink was opened on Thursday afternoons. 

Entertainment was provided the same 
month by Holts Musical Comedy Company 
which performed a "laughable and musical 
comedy 'Fun on the Bristol"'. 

" ... The principal character in the piece is 
'Widow O'Brien', which was sustained by Mr 
Martyn Hagan in a manner which proved 
that he has made a special study of, and is 
conversant with the peculiar characteristics 
which some of the 'shoots of the green isle' are 
affiicted. His acting of the character was as 
near to real life as it is possible to have such a 
thing and throughout the whole piece he kept 
the audience fairly convulsed with laughter." 

KiamaIndependent 
June 13, 1890 

If one was to actually form a picture of the 
entertainment available during the Victorian 
era, the following act would come close to 
expectations. 

Human 'amphibians' 
"THE BEAUMONT FAMILY - Not often of 

late has Kiama been visited by a company of 
amusers bearing such a high reputation as 
that of the Beaumont Family, who will occupy 
the Oddfellows Hall on Monday and Tuesday 
evenings next. Professor Beaumont, the 
human amphibian, Miss Lily and little Alice 
the mermaids, will give their celebrated 
aquatic performance, in a crystal tank special­
ly fitted up for the occasion. This family, in 
their exhibitions with Fillis' Circus in Sydney, 
were very highly spoken of by the great 
Australian dailies and the last named young 
lady was arrested by a London detective while 
in the act of giving a public exhibition by div­
ing off London bridge. Professor Beaumont, 
besides breaking the record under water, picks 
up something like 60 coins with his mouth 
from the botto",;, of the tank and smokes a cig­
ar under water. 

Kiama Independent 
February 17, 1894 

Kiama Lawn Tennis Club 
From what we can ascertain, the Kiama 

Lawn Tennis Club was established by 1890 
with a good local following. Shortly after its 
formation, it sought permission from Kiama 
Council to layout a set of tennis courts in the 
large excavation located at Blowhole Point, 
the site being seen as ideal as it was sheltered 
from both the north-east and southerly 
winds. 

Council agreed to lease the site for a rental 
fee of £1 per year. On reaching this agree­
ment, however, it was discovered that the site 
had not been dedicated to the borough at the 
time other local reserves were so treated. 
Consequently, the arrangement with the ten­
nis club was nullified. 

The club then made a direct approach to 
the Government for use of the site and, in 
August 1892, achieved their goal. 

"We are now pleased to be able to state that 
the Lawn Tennis Club is in possession of two 
Al clay courts in the sheltered situation. The 
ground, as a protection from stock, has been 
fenced with a 5 wire fence, with sawn posts, 
seats have been erected and a pavilion and 
other improvements are contemplated when 
the funds permit. The present improvements 
have cost about £20. The numbers in all 58 
members, of which 41 are playing members." 

KiarnaIndependent 
August 16, 1892 

Kiama Swimming Club 
With the new Kiama Public Bath opened at 

the foot of Blowhole Point, swimming took on 
a whole new popularity, as was evidenced in 
November, 1893, when a meeting was held to 
establish the "Kiama Swimming Club". 
Within the month membership of the new 
club had risen to 60. 

The club's first swimming carnival was 
held in February, 1894, amid great communi­
ty interest. The business people of the town 
"rendered good service" to the event, closing 
their respective establishments to ensure a 
healthy attendance at the pool. 

Extensions and alterations to the Kiama 
Public Bath, which began in 1888, were not 
reported as being fully completed until 
December, 1893, but it was apparently worth 
the wait. The pool was regarded as one of the 
finest in the colony, and featured spring 
boards and a patented "sluice valve" which 

A popular pastime for our colonials was to enjoy a picni~ with family and friends at a'!y one of the ar~a's picturesque loca­
tions including Minnamurra River, Kendall's Beach, Mmnamurra Falls and Seven Mlle Beach, Gernngong. 

had been locally designed and manufactured. 
" ... The contractors have stuck manfully to 

their task despite adversity, and as the out­
come of their labours, under the supervision of 
Alderman Wells, a salt water bath has been 
provided which, we venture to say, is 
unequalled in any other town in the colony. 
The bath is provided with a sluice valve, 
designed by Alderman Wells, and spring 
boards are to be erected without delay. The 
official opening ceremony in connection with 
the swimming club will be performed on 
January 1 by GW Fuller, Esq, MLA." 

KiamaIndependent 
December 14, 1893 

Meantime, a scandal was erupting at the 
ladies' swimming bath when an "unprinci­
pled cad" took to openly watching the ladies 
as they enjoyed their afternoon dip. The fol­
lowing reprimand demonstrates the chaste 
attitude of the Victorian era. In our previous 
supplement we reported efforts to establish a 
ladies' bath at Church Point. The location of 
the bath referred to below was described as 
'lately constructed', suggesting it was not the 
bath located at the bottom of Pheasant Point. 

''AN UNPRINCIPLED CAD - It is seldom 
we are called upon to denounce a resident of 
Kiama for such contemptuous and indecent 
conduct, combined with a want ofrespectabil­
ity, as that which has been brought under our 
notice by a number of influential lady resi­
dents of our town. It is well known to every 

any section of the community, to 
the place in question... It is a 
matter of regret that if the police 
cannot interfere in cases of this 
kind and, in the interests of com­
mon decency, protect the lady 
inhabitants of the town from the 
interference of persons so defi­
cient in refinement and gal­
lantry." 

KiamaIndep, Dec 14,1893 
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Dancer burnt in 
horrific fire 

The following article depicts the horrifying spectacle 
of a young ballet performer who caught fire after com" 
ing into contact with a gas light during a performance 
attheVictoria Theatre, Sydney, on December 30,1872. 
"BALLET GIRL BURNT AT THE VICTORIA THE­
ATRE • About a quarter past 10 o'clock last night dur­
ing a transformation scene in the pantomime at the 
Victoria Theatre, while a ballet girl narned Fanney 
Osborne, a daughter of the theatre: keeper, was descend­
ing from a pedestal on which she had been elevated, her 
dress; which was of the usual gauzy material, came in 
contact with one of the lights, and she was quickly 
enveloped by flames. There: being a large number of per­
(ions connected with the theatre on the stage at the time 
oft~ occurMce, the flames were quickly smothered, but 
not befote thegir'l was severely, though it is believed not 
dangerously burnt. A general consternation seized the 
audience, and numbers rushed to the doors to gain the 
street, but fortunately the panic was soon subdued by 
the reassuring intelligence that the fire had been extin­
guished before the scenery had caught ... " 

In the following edition, of January 9, 1873, the 
Kiqma Independent reported that the little girl had 
", .. died at the Sydney Infirn1ary on January 2". 

townsman that theladiespatro- fi~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~U 
nise the bath lately constructed 
for their use, and anyone of the 
sterner sex worthy the name of a 
man, would scorn to thrust his 
presence upon their privacy 
when engaged in a refreshing 
afternoon dip. Still we find that 
one - a well-known and sup­
posed respectable married man 
- has proved himself so obnox­
ious and contemptible to the 
ladies bathing at the place 
named one evening this week 
that he has only again to repeat 
such degrading conduct to 
ensure his deserts at the hands 
of a gathering of respectable 
and modest, yet enraged female 
residents of Kiama. The person 
referred to, on the evening in 
question, so far outraged decen­
cy as to walk along and stand 
near the bath while in the occu­
pation of females and, despite 
the remonstrances of those who 
had not placed themselves in 
the uncomfortable position of 
being undressed, positively 
declined to leave the place, criti­
cising the right of the ladies, or 
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