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Central dairy market, milk co-op 
LOCAL farmers' efforts to have a 
central market and storage area 
established in Sydney were contin­
ued to ensure that local produce was 
kept in good condition prior to sale. 

The news that "a large and influ­
ential deputation" had waited on 
the Mayor of Sydney to establish a 
"dead meat market" was met with 
consternation by the Kiama 
Independent which believed that 
the establishment of a butter mar­
ket should be given fIrst priority for 
the sake of the health and comfort 
of Sydney's inhabitants, and for the 
prosperity oflocal farmers. 

The Independent's sharp editori­
als were backed by letters from a 
local gentleman known only as 
"Dairyman". History was to prove 
that Dairyman was in fact the 
newspaper's proprietor, Joseph 
Weston, who penned his thoughts 
incognito (not uncommon for letter 
writers of the time) whenever a 
more personal viewpoint was 
required. Joseph not only encour­
aged co-operation to reduce market 
costs, but the establishment of a 
central agency and an export trade. 

While Kiama's initial efforts to 
export butter to Britain were 
unsuccessful, it did not dissuade 
the interest of local farmers who 
were convinced that the Illawarra's 
commercial success lay in exporta­
tion of its produce. Accordingly, the 
Kiama A and H Society launched a 
new scheme "for the sale and export 
of colonial produce". 

" ... How to place in the English 
market the largest proportion prac­
ticable of Illawarra produce, and in 
the best possible condition is, we 
apprehend, the most important 
question in this business ... For the 
exportation scheme in general, we 
are inclined to believe that accord­
ing as it is, energetically pressed, or 
apathetically neglected, will be in 
the immediate future the chances of 
wealth or poverty - prosperity or 
comparative ruin for the district of 
fllawarra." 

Kiama Independent 
August 20,1880 

In October, 1880, a conference 
was held at Kiama Courthouse for 
the purpose of discussing the estab­
lishment of both a central market 
and co-operative. The conference 
was organised by the Kiama A & H 
Society and attended by more than 
100 dairy farming delegates from 
throughout the South Coast and as 
far south as Ulladulla. The meeting 
was chaired by David Lindsay 
Dymock, president of the A & H 
Society and was launched into 
action amid cheers from those pre­
sent. 

Mr J Black moved the fIrst reso­
lution:- "That in the opinion of this 

An early photograph of Honey's dairy farm at Riversdale, looking east. 

congress of representatives from 
the South Coast and West Camden 
districts it is desirable to establish 
in Sydney a Central Butter Market 
on the co-operative principle for the 
sale and export of farm and dairy 
produce". 

Mr Black said that, with a man­
agement appointed in their own 
interests, the producers might 
maintain a proper control over 
transactions and regulate prices in 
some reasonable degree. Another 
benefIt was that, if the Sydney mar­
ket became saturated with the sup-

. ply of butter - the principle article 
in question - supplies could be 
refrigerated at this central market 
until the demand improved. 
Alternatively it could be exported 
to England. 

The introduction of refrigeration 
to shipping vessels augured well for 
a second, more successful attempt 
at exporting the butter and the 
meeting was urged to investigate 
this avenue. 

A second resolution was moved 
by Mr James Monaghan: - "That the 
conditions of membership in the 
proposed co-operative company for 
the sale of farm and dairy produce 
shall be, that each member shall 
pay an entrance fee of £1 and guar­
antee the payment of an equal 
amount (if required) in install­
ments of2s 6d, when called upon". 

Mr Robert Miller seconded the 
motion saying that, as one of the 
oldest residents of the district, he 
was "delighted to see such an 

NO 

assemblage of representative men 
met to discuss the most important 
of its material interests". As a 
degree of debate ensued on the mat­
ter of the subscriptions, the issue 
was held over to a later date. 

The co-operative, which became 
known as the South Coast and West 
Camden Co-operative Company 
Ltd, sold consignments valued at 
£125,000 in its fIrst year and had 
743 regular shippers. In 1884, the 
work of David Lindsay Dymock was 
recognised in this process at a testi­
monial dinner held in his honour. 

Meantime, in November, 1880, 
the Kiama Butter Export Company 
began an exportation experiment to 
England, sending "a number of 
kegs containing in the aggregate 
about two ton of butter - of fIrst 
class quality". 

The butter was shipped on board 
the Orient Company's Cotopaxi. 
There was no frozen chamber avail­
able, but the casks were packed in a 
portion of the hold, where they were 
15 feet or more below the water line 
and 35 feet from anything affected 
by the heat of the engine. This ship­
ment was backed by another 40 
casks containing two tons of butter. 

In July 1881, another develop­
ment is reported when correspon­
dence arrives from London saying 
that butter may, without refrigera­
tion, be profItably exported to 
England in ordinary vessels. 

" ... Mr James on the early part of 
the season shipping some casks to 
an acquaintance at St Ives, in 

Cornwall, putting it on board ordi­
nary cargo ships; and the correspon­
dence in question shows that it not 
only arrives in excellent condition, 
but was highly esteemed among the 
retail Cornish buyers to whom it 
was offered ... Mr James' shipment 
arrived at the termination of winter. 
In any case, however, the market at 
a small port, such as St Ives, would 
afford little indication of the state of 
things at London or Liverpool, or in 
the great manufacturing towns. " 

Kiamalndependent 
July 5, 1881 

In October, the efforts of local 
town leaders together with the 
Kiama A & H Society saw the 
Illawarra Steam Navigation 
Company put on a steamer service 
which would leave Kiama every 
Tuesday evening for the sole pur­
pose of transporting dairy produce 
to Sydney. 

The need for fresh milk in Sydney 
saw the NSW Fresh Food & Ice 
Company seek supplies from 
Kiama. The fIrst shipment of 
"morning's milk delivered pure and 
sweet to Kiama Harbour" was sent 
on April 1 on the steamer, Prince of 
Wales. The milk - 23 cans each con­
taining 10 gallons - was supplied by 
S Marks, T Honey, H Robb, G Wood 
Jnr, W Grey and D Weir and was 
placed on deck in iron tanks and 
packed with ice. 

The milk was reported as having 
arrived in good condition, largely 
because efforts made by suppliers 
to fIrst cool the produce. Success 
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with the project saw the supply of 
milk gradually increase to a 
tremendous 1500 gallons a day. 

Efforts to improve the quality of 
local cattle were praised by the 
Independent in April 1883 when 
two farmers, Mr R Wilson of 
Foxground and Mr H Fredericks of 
Jamberoo, had made valuable pur­
chases at sale in Sydney. Mr Wilson 
had bought a pure-bred Ayrshire 
heifer while the details of Mr 
Frederick's acquisition was yet to 
be announced. 

In August, 1883, scandal hit the 
area when it was discovered that 50 
kegs of New Zealand butter had 
been shipped to Gerringong on the 
Dairymaid, put through a local 
churn, then re-shipped to Sydney 
for sale. The news, which was at 
fIrst dismissed as impossible, was 
later found to be true and caused a 
great deal of outrage among local 
farmers. 

" ... We believe in Free Trade, and 
have no objection to anyone buying 
in a cheap and selling in a dear 
market, but if the butter referred to 
has been brought to the district for 
the purpose - after being put 
through a Gerringong churn - of 
sending it to Sydney as district or 
Kiama butter, then we say that a 
more reprehensible scheme for low­
ering the character of the district 
and its staple product could not be 
devised." 

F3arnalndependent 
August 10, 1883 
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Condensed milk & cheese 
The Kiama & Gerringong 

Milk Condensing Co. 
IN February, 1880, moves were 
made to establish a local milk con­
densing company by Major Black 
and Messrs Barry and Wheeler. The 
idea was supported by the farmers 
of the area in view of their recent, 
disappointing foray into shipping 
butter to England, and of the low 
prices fetched for that product. 

The Kiama Independent said that 
there were many great advantages 
in favour of milk condensation as an 
industry in the district and urged 
the local farmers' support. A meet­
ing to establish the company was 
held several weeks later in the 
Agricultural Hall, Blowhole Point, 
with "substantial and vigourous" 
interest in the movement being 
shown. 

A committee was formed to inves­
tigate the feasibility of such a ven­
ture and, at a follow-up meeting, it 
was decided that the scheme was so 
beneficial to both the holders of 
shares and the producers that a 
sub-committee vested with the task 
of forming a provisional board of 
directors was formed. 

" ... We understand that nearly the 
whole of the shares have been 
applied for, but the committees have 
widely determined to make the com­
pany as much as possible a co-oper­
ative one, so that the farmers them­
selves will reap the advantages of its 
formation both ways. This will give 
it a far greater benefit to the district 
than if the shares were in the hands 
of large capitalists." (Kiama 
Independent, February 10, 1880) 

Formation of the Kiama & 
Gerringong Milk Condensing 
Company followed two weeks later, 
and moves to float the company 
were discussed. On May 18, 1880, 
the company was floated, but few 
shares were taken up by those peo­
ple who were thought to have the 
largest stake in the venture. 

"MILK CONDENSING - ... We 
had hoped that it would have been a 
purely and soley co-operative com­
pany, in which 'all who helped in the 
creation of the wealth should have 
participated in a share of that 
wealth in exact proportion to their 
share in its creation'. However, even 
as it is, it will be of immense local 
benefit, as whatever promotes local 
industry will encourage local pros­
perity. " 

Kiama Independent 
May 18, 1880 

A meeting of shareholders was 
held in Sydney the following month 
when the company directors were 
elected, they being: Dr Harman J 
Tarrant, W Clarke Esq, and B 
James jun, Esq, of Sydney; and W 
Hindmarsh Esq and J Black Esq, as 

"local gentlemen". 
Orders for machinery were 

placed with Mort & Co. The factory 
and apparatus was expected to be 
erected within two months - at 
Omega - and would require a large 
team of bullocks to "drag" the five 
ton boiler over the local hills. 

Indications for the demand of the 
condensed milk in the Sydney mar­
ket were promising, the Sydney 
Coffee Palace, in particular, indicat­
ing that if the product was of good 
quality it would "use it instead of 
what they now have to put up with". 
Initial demand was also great in 
Queensland where a large number 
of shares had been taken up. 

In August the Kiama Indepen­
dent reported that the factory was 
well under construction and that 
the Manager, Mr Barry, with his 
assistant, Mr Martin, were "ener­
getically working in readiness for 
the start of operations in the first 
week of October". 

A trial operation of the milk pre­
serving works in December saw the 
production of "specimens" which 
were forwarded by steamer to 
Sydney. The Kiama Independent 
noted, however, that several hitches 
at the plant meant that "the milk is 
not yet quite the thing for market". 
Hopes for the future of the venture 
were confirmed in January, 1881, 
however, when it is reported that 
the "Condensed Milk Works" was a 
"complete success". 

In September, 1881, Mr SW Gray, 
on a r,eturn voyage to Europe, 
brought back "a person thoroughly 
conversant with the most improved 
processes in milk preserving" to 
ensure the continued operation of 
the Omega Factory, suggesting that 
perhaps the local process was still 
yet to be fully perfected. 

In June, 1883, the assets and the 
lease of the factory were bought out 
by Mr JM Newnham who 
announced his intention to "carry 
on a cheese factory with the con­
densing business". 

Cheese 
Cheese was not such a hit in the 

Kiama area until 1881 when it was 
announced that a gentleman , Mr 
Harding, who was "skilled in the art 
of cheese making", "was now in this 
neighbourhood 'prospecting' the 
chances of establishing a similar 
factory near Kiama". 

Mr Harding's involvement in the 
Kiama area was significant in that 
he paved the way for a new form of 
income and also arrived witli great 
technical expertise. He encouraged. 
farmers to adopt new practices to 
ensure their milk was of the very 
best quality. He lectured that a key 
to successful dairying was that the 

Through the Years ... 
The Brighton Hotel was renowned as a meeting place for 
loc~l farmers where th~y met and ate after attending their 
busmess when the ShIPS brought supplies to Kiama 
Harbour and then transported their own produce to 
the city. They always used the Brighton, as it 
represented friendliness, good service and good 
value ... and to this day, it still does. 

Farmer and renowned local builder, JB Taylor, ploughs his Toolijooa property. Photo: Ken Miller. 

milk be cooled as soon as possible 
after milking. He also espoused the 
benefits of investing a relatively 
new invention - the refrigerator. 

He also provided instructions on 
the design of a factory which was to 
revolutionise the local dairying 
industry and finally provide farm­
ers with the missing link which saw 
their first efforts at butter exporta­
tion fail during the 1870s. 

Mr Harding arrived with fine cre­
dentials having previously man­
aged Mort's Bodalla cheese factory. 
Most importantly, he was a hard 
taskmaster who let it be known that 
he would accept nothing less than 
quality produce from local farmers. 
At a meeting held at the Kiama 
Council Chamber - and attended by 
Messrs S & E Marks, T Fredericks, 
G & J Somerville, W Walmsley, W 
Gray and CW Craig - he explained 
that a cheese factory would help 
"relieve the butter market, and to 
some extent eliminate the glut 
which always occurred in summer, 
and in some degree improve the 
price". 

Mr Harding said experience had 
shown that concentrated dairying 
paid the best, and where large 
quantities of milk were sufficiently 
manipulated in one establishment, 
the result was a great produce, a 
better quality and a considerable 
saving in wages than could possibly 
be obtained in private dairies. 

He said that he was prepared to 
lay down the plant of an institution 
such as the cheese factory, provided 
farmers supplied him with a suffi­
cient quantity of pure milk - not less 

than 600 gallons daily. 
"After a short address by Mr 

Harding on the necessity of washing 
cows'teats before milking to prevent 
tainting of either butter or cheese, 
the value of early and punctual 
milking, the careful supervision of 
milking yards and the injury often 
done to the cows, and always to the 
milk by driving them with dogs." 

KiamaIndependent 
November 29, 1881 

The Kiama Independent whole­
heartedly supported Mr Harding's 
endeavours, suggesting that all 
dairies be built on the same princi­
ple as that built at Bodalla - with 
double timber walls filled with clay 
and sand to keep the temperature 
down inside the factory, and with 
large, adjustable windows -and 
shutters for good ventilation. 

The following month, Mr Harding 
further encouraged support of his 
venture with the demonstration of a 
Lawrence Refrigerator or milk cool­
er in full operation. 

" ... The exhibition took place in Mr 
Bullen's yard and we were pleased 
to see many dairymen present, the 
number being not less than 60 or 70. 
Water heated at 98 degrees, the tem­
perature of milk taken from a cow, 
and the effect was to lower the tem­
perature of the hot water to 70 
degrees ... In general terms we were 
prepared for a successful experi­
ment, but we were not prepared for 
the almost instantaneous transition 
from heat to cold of the water operat­
ed on... The statement of Mr 
Harding that if the process were 
adopted at every dairy in the present 

hot weather the milk would keep 
much longer without becoming 
thick, the cream would be much 
greater in quantity, and the butter of 
much better quality, seemed to be 
fully realised." 

KiamaIndependent 
January 13, 1882 

In February, 1882 - just three 
months after his council address, 
Mr Harding announced that the 
Jerrara Cheese Factory was open 
for operations and that the first 
supply of milk would be called for 
"this evening" (February 17). 

"The factory operated along simi­
lar lines to the condensed milk fac­
tory, the farmers withholding milk 
and making butter when prices were 
good. When milk supplies were plen­
tiful, the factory made SOOlb of 
cheese daily." 

Blue Haven 
by William Bayley 

Within 11 months Mr Harding's 
efforts had won acclaim with the 
announcement that a sample of 
Jerrara factory cheese had won a 
bronze medal at the prestigious 
Amsterdam Exhibition. The news 
was telegraphed by David Lindsay 
Dymock, who had been appointed 
by the Government as NSW 
Commissioner to the exhibition. 

Kiama farmers lead 
the way! 

Pioneer Butter 
Factory - Page 16 

"Where a good meal was to 
be had for one shilling" 

Bob and Rhonda Thistle and their staff continue the 
tradition with service and true value for customers 

into the year 2000. 
The Brighton .. . 

A significant part of Kiama's past and future .. . 

Terralong Street, Kiama 
Opposite Kiama Harbour 4232 2799 
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LarrikinisTn & the whip 

A view of Black 
Beach-1874 

The view of Kiama's central business dis­
trict - from behind. This photograph was 
taken in 1874 from the top of Bong Bong 
Street. It overlooks Black Beach and Kiama 
Harbour and the Kiama Post Office is yet to 
be built. Note the historic fig tree at centre, 
and the Kiama Presbyterian Church. 

Photo: Brian Holmes Collection. 

LARRIKINS were as much a part of 
the Australian culture as beer and 
bushrangers. In 1880, however, the 
practical jokes and pranks deterio­
rated into outright vandalism and 
the colony faced a new problem. A 
new "larrikin class" had reportedly 
gained "defiant" prominence and an 
entire section of the community -
from political leaders to local news­
papers - began calling for action; 
namely punishment by flogging. 

And the mood in Kiama, once 
again, was no different. Many acts 
of vandalism and destruction were 
recorded - a bridge in Manning 
Street had its coping stones pushed 
into the river; the town pump was 
all but destroyed on two occasions; 
horses were deliberately sent into 
dangerous frenzies; and the tools of 
workmen employed on the roads 
were tampered with. 

A police crackdown resulted and 
many offenders were brought before 
the courts, including the following 
who were arrested when their New 
Year's Eve celebrations got out of 
hand. 

"RIOTOUS CONDUCT . John 
Williams, John Davis, John 
Ferguson, Terrance O'Brien, Jonah 
Price, Richard Fadden, James 
Hand, Mitchell McKenna, George 
Stokes and Thomas Cusack were 
charged by the police with riotous 
and disorderly conduct during the 
night between December 31st, 1880, 
and January 1, 1881 ... The remain­
der having heard the charge read, 
pleaded guilty to 'being on the 

Tinned food danger 
In August, 1884, we learned that 
while tinned food was in use, it 
was not always as safe, health­
wise, as it is today. 
" ... A tin of sardines was placed 
on the table, but as Mr and Mrs 
Napier both observed something 
peculiar in the taste of the fish, 
they only ate a small portion of it. 
A cabman in their employ did 
not, however, object to it, and 
made a good meal... Shortly 
afterwards, all who had eaten 
the sardines were attacked by 
severe pains and violent retching 
and Dr Clarke was called in. The 
cabman, who had gone out 
directly after tea, was brought 
home seriously ill, and not being 
able to vomit, the stomach pump 
was brought into requisition ... 
Dr Clarke is of the opinion that 
some of the spirits of salt, or other 
chemicals used in soldering, 
must have been allowed to enter 
the tin and render the contents 
unfit for food. It is said that the 
fish had been exposed in a shop 
window, and it would be well for 
grocers and others to remember 
that tinned food of any kind 
should not be subjected to the 
heat of the sun. " 

Kiama Indep, August 26, 1884 

streets' at the times specified. Snr 
Sergeant Healy deposed that during 
the night in question, a mob of 40 or 
50 men and boys were patrolling the 
streets of Kiama for several hours, 
commencing about 10 o'clock. For 
some time, though they were noisy, 
singing and so forth, they did noth­
ing which in his opinion rendered it 
necessary for the police to interfere. 
But, gradually, and under the influ­
ence of drink, they grew disorderly; 
commenced hooting, shouting, using 
obscene language and pelting vari­
ous public and private buildings 
along the streets. A piece of road 
metal had been thrown through one 
of the windows of the Wesleyan 
Church, smashing it ... The (offend­
ers) were sentenced to pay the maxi­
mum fine of 40s." 

KiaD1aIndependent 
January 7, 1881 

In the following edition, the 
Independent's editor gave the fol­
lowing social commentary before 
suggesting that magistrates be giv­
en additional power to suppress the 
most recent brand of larrikinism -
including the option of sentencing 
criminals to a whipping. 

"LARRIKINISM - The promi­
nence of the term larrikin in the dai­
ly records of our time, and the corre­
sponding prominence of the acts, 
sometimes merely impish, some­
times absolutely atrocious, which 
are associated with that term make 
up a phenomenon in colonial life 
which requires the most serious 
attention ... In the town language -
slang it may be - of the old country, 
the larrikin is understood to be 
rather a small boy who indulges in 
tricks not always entirely unobjec­
tionable, but never rising to that dig­
nity and height of lawlessness which 
constitutes the character of the 
species on this side of the world ... so 
the boy of eight years, with his 
slightly mischievous tricks, develops 
into the quasi man of eighteen (or 
considerably more) clothed in a suit 
of villainy to match - the mere mon­
key tricks of the earlier type giving 
way to the full-blown criminality of 
the latter... the perpetrators of this 
sort of thing (should) be made liable 
not merely to imprisonment without 
the alternative of a fine, but likewise 
to the old-fashioned discipline of the 
'cat'," 

In June, 1882, the problem was 
still rife and the Independent again 
called for the reintroduction of 
whipping at the magistrate's discre­
tion. The call was not supported by 
everyone, especially those who had 
a "strong hatred to anything like 
flogging because of the cruelties 
which were connected with it in our 
early colonial history", but the 
newspaper remained firm. 

" ... it is a punishment that our lar­
rikins dread, and which some of 
them richly deserve; we believe that 
public whipping would a deterrent 
to would-be larrikins." 

This opinion was reaffirmed 12 

months later during the 
Government's discussion of the pro­
posed Criminal Law Consolidation 
Bill when a "Whipping Clause" was 
introduced which gave two or mag­
istrates, one of whom must be a 
stipendiary, the power to order a 
whipping of so many strokes to boys 
and youths convicted of certain 
offences. 

" .. .(Larrikinism) is a social and 
moral infection which should be 
stamped out like small-pox. Its 
rapid growth and its ever new and 
varied developments, often in 
unlooked for places, demand the 
most rigorous measures in order to 
cure the distempered and to prevent . 
the spread of the infection... The 
treatment which larrikins have 
received in the past has been too 
mild, hence the continued advance 
of the social plague. The bad boy of 
the school or workshop has been 
defended by his parents or master 
when the school teacher or some oth­
er body corrected him or complained 
of his misconduct... The 'bad boys' 
have become worse youths and still 
worse young men who are doing 
their utmost to destroy the peace of 
respectable people and to interfere 
with the arrangements of well­
behaved communities. " 

Kiama Independent 
April 17, 1883 

Evidence of the community's con­
tinued decline - and further weight 
for the wisdom of the Whipping 
Clause - came just three days later 
when two foul-mouthed rowdies dis­
rupted a divine service being held in 
the Scots Kirk. The two men 
"advanced to a few rows of seats of 
the extreme front, in doing so mak­
ing an possible noises, spitting on 
the floor, and otherwise conducting 
themselves as if they were more 
familiar with the atmosphere 

Despite the CaD1paign and the 
many crimes, it was never quite 
believed that whipping would actu­
ally be introduced as a form of pun­
ishment at a municipal level, but 
introduced it was. On November 20, 
1883, the Kiama Independev-t made 
the following chilling announce­
ment and a new corner was turned 
in local law enforcement. 

"LARRIKINS BEWARE! The 
'Cat' has arrived. Triangles, cat-o'­
nine-tails, two taws and other appli­
ances necessary for inflicting the 
punishment of flogging, provided 
for in the new criminal law, arrived 
in Kiama by Saturday's steamer. 

The two cases - one of a person being 
drunk and disorderly and the other 
of assault - between two women -
escaped the whipping sentence. 

By the close of 1885, we still found 
no evidence of the "cat" being used, 
although it was displayed before 
three "youthful offenders" at a court 
sitting in March, 1884, in an effort 
to rattle them. 

" ... The delinquents smiled but the 
Bench assured them that they would 
not smile if they got a taste of the 'cat' 
and promised to give them one the 
next time they appeared before the 
court." 

The taws are made IIII~~~~~~~~IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII •••• of strips of leather 
and intended for 
the punishment of 
juvenile offenders. 
At present it is not 
known into whose 
hands the adminis­
tration of this pun­
ishment will fall, 
but probably when 
the new gaol is 
completed the duty 
will fall the warder, 
whoever he will be. 
Mr Connell 
informs us that he 
will be happy to 
show the appliance 
to anyone desirous 
of seeing them at 
the court-house." 

The first sitting 
at Kiama Police 
Court, following 
the arrival of the 
whips, must have 
been a nerve­
wracking affair for 
those who faced 
the magistrate. 
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of the tap-room than the sur­
roundings of the sanctuary". 
During the service they also 
"made use of the most blasphe­
mous expressions" which were 
plainly audible to those sitting 
nearby who were "as much 
annoyed by the liquor-tainted 
breath of these sacrilegious 
caltiffs; so much so that several 
ladies of the congregation had 

HISTORICAL PRINTS 

to leave their seats". 
mtimately, the culprits left 

the church following a threat 
by the sexton to call for the 
police. 

This disturbance was fol­
lowed one week later by daD1-
age done to the Porter's Garden 
Cemetery when the fence was 
partially destroyed and the 
posts and rails were piled in a 
heap at the centre of the adjoin-
ing roadway. The perpetrators 
then headed north, pulling 
down fences belonging to Mr 
Cameron of Middle Creek, Mr 
Harper at Eureka and Mr 
Carberry near the 
Minnamurra River. 
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", • "MARY COLLEY - On 
~~ Sunday last were commit-
0'.... ted to the earth in the public 
• cemetery, Porter's Garden 

Beach, the beloved wife of Mr 
Hugh Colley, of Long Brush. The 

procession at the funeral was one of 
the largest we have seen in this dis­
trict, there being about a score of 
vehicles, nearly a hundred on 
horseback, and a large number on 
foot. These represented all classes 
in the district, evidencing the very 
high esteem in which the deceased 
lady was held... The immediate 
cause of death was paralysis, 
which made its appearance some 
four or five months ago, attacking 
the hands first and gradually 
spreading over the system... Her 
maiden name was Makay, origi­
nally from Scotland and a member 
of an old standard family of 
Bodalla, in the Monaro district ... A 
very general sympathy is felt for the 
bereaved husband, and the sight of 
three relatives at the grave, all wid­
owers, viz Mr James Colley, Mr C 
Cameron and Mr Hugh Colley, was 
an affecting subject of remark. » 

~amaIndependent 
May 18, 1880 

*** *** *** 
"JAMES EMERY - Another old 

resident has passed away and his 
genial presence will be missed both 
in town and in the family circle. We 
refer to the death of Mr James 
Emery which happened at his resi­
dence Nethervale, near Kiama, on 
Wednesday morning last ... Mr 
Emery was 68 years of age and 
came out to the colony 40 years ago. 
He first settled in Shellharbour, 
but shortly afterwards removed to 
Kiama, and was the first to settle 
on Manning's grant where he first 
rented a farm then took a clearing 
lease on the same and subsequently 
purchased his splendid property. 
He leaves a widow and a large fam­
ily, but the latter are all grown up 
and occupy good positions." 

~amaIndependent 
May 28, 1880 

*** *** *** 
DR WILLIAM TARRANT - In 

June, 1880, the ~ama community 
was shocked by a tragic accident 
which claimed the life of one of its 
most highly regarded citizens, Dr 
William Tarrant, and seriously 
injured ~ama Police Sergeant 
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Healy. The two 
men, in the com­
pany of Messrs 
JW May and 
Alfred Charles 
(son of Captain 

Obituaries 
he died 
was ... in the 
nature of 
rheumatic 
fever. It is 

Samuel Charles), 
had set out for Wollongong District 
Court on the morning of June 24. 
On reaching the top of the Collins 
Street cutting, the two horses 
which drew their buggy - both hav­
ing a reputation for spiritedness -
tore down the hill before colliding 
with a fence and sending the occu­
pants flying. " ... Mr May was the 
first to recover, and upon asking 
whether the others were hurt, 
Sergeant Healy and Dr Tarrant 
both replied that they were. He 
then asked Dr Tarrant where he 
was hurt and the unfortunate gen­
tleman answered, 'Oh my God, I 
can't tell, it's internally; let some­
one go for Caird (meaning Dr 
Caird). Sergeant Healy was then 
standing up but still partially 
stunned, his head bleeding pro­
fusely, while his words were inco­
herent. N Harper Esq, Jp, who, 
with Master Henry Charles, had 
been riding a short distance 
behind, immediately rode back for 
Dr Caird Ulho in a few minutes 
returned. He at once pronounced 
Dr Tarrant's death as inevitable 
and he died ten minutes after­
wards... the body of Dr Tarrant 
was first taken to Avoca and after­
wards brought into Kiama to his 
own house. Such are the particu­
lars of an accident, the sad nature 
of which is impossible to describe. 
The youth, invariable courtesy, 
somewhat recent marriage, his 
leaving a scene of gaiety where he 
had shown to what an extent his 
genial influence could assist in the 
pleasure and amusement of others, 
have caused the sympathy in his 
death to be universal. To nearly 
everyone the circumstances will 
ever be remembered with pain, 
while sorrow for his wife and baby 
in their deep bereavement is deeply 
felt by all. His funeral will take 
place this day and will be attended 
by Masons, Alliance, Oddfellows 
and Sons of Temperance, in 
regalia, he having been the medical 
officer of these societies. " 

~amaIndependent 
June 25, 1880 

Dr Tarrant's funeral, held the 
following day, was one of the 
largest witnessed in ~ama, the 
procession of mourners stretching 
one quarter of a mile long. Besides 
those who joined the official proces­
sion, a large number of women and 
their children followed the casket, 
walking through the paddocks on 
either side of the road. More than 
500 people were present at Porters 
Garden Cemetery as the funeral 
service was read by Rev J Done. 

*** *** *** 
"JAMES ARMSTRONG - On 

Saturday last were committed to 
the ground the remains of one 
whose life included not only the 
whole of the present century, but 
more than a quarter of the preced­
ing one. We speak of Mr James 
Armstrong who died from the 
effects of natural decay, as may 
well be supposed, on the evening of 
Thursday the 19th instant, at his 
residence near Kiama. Mr 
Armstrong had reached the age of 
107 years and was probably, by a 
good deal, the oldest man in the 
district... (for 32 years) he had 
lived on the property from which he 
was carried to his grave, and 
which had formed part of Sir 
William Manning's grant. The 
remains of the deceased were 
interred in Mr Kendall's private 
burial ground by the side of his 
first wife who was laid there some 
18 years since. Mr Armstrong 
about 10 years ago married a sec­
ond time, and a widow with one 
child survives him after having 
devoted every possible attention to 
his declining years." 

~amaIndependent 
August 24, 1880 

*** *** *** 
"ROBERT FULLER - Robert, 

second son of GL Fuller Esq, Jp, 
who at the early age of 17, while 
spending a university holiday with 
his family, died after a few days ill­
ness, early on the morning of 
Friday last. The affliction of which 

hardly nec­
essary to say 

that this melancholy event has giv­
en rise to, throughout the town and 
vicinity, the strongest feelings of 
regret for a promising career so 
early terminated, and of sympathy 
with those upon who the bereave­
ment falls. » 

~amaIndependent 
September 21, 1880 

*** *** *** 
JOHN BLACK, ESQ - ~ama 

Municipality was again in shock 
following the passing of another 
distinguished community leader -
the Mayor of~ama, John Black. A 
Sunday school teacher with the 
Wesleyan Church, Mr Black suf­
fered a fit of apoplexy during class 
and never regained consciousness. 
He was aged just 51. "A decease as 
startling, it may be said, as any 
death that ever occurred in Kiama, 
took place in the town on Monday 
morning .. .it may be said that there 
is not a person living in the Kiama 
district, or connect with it, who will 
be more missed than Mr Black for 
some time to come ... Mr Black was, 
at the time of his death, Mayor of 
Kiama, an office to which he had 
been elected for many years in suc­
cession and generally without 
opposition. He had always taken a 
leading part in the politics of the 
district and in every movement for 
the social, intellectual and econom­
ical benefit of its inhabitants. He 
has held the Commission of the 
Peace for many years, and was one 
of the most active promoters of the 
volunteer movement in Kiama 
when, even eleven or twelve years 
ago, that movement became gener­
al throughout the colony ... He was 
a native of County Fermanagh in 
the North of Ireland ... He leaves a 
widow and three children. His 
remains will be interred this after­
noon at the private cemetery on the 
Barroul estate, the property of his 
father-in-law, T Kendall Esq.» 

~amaIndependent 
August 2, 1881 

Following Mr Black's death, the 
community determined that fit­
ting tribute should be made in the 

gentleman's memory. In August, 
1881, a monument was unveiled 
over his gravesite. A procession of 
200 people was formed at the 
Temperance Hall before progress­
ing to the private burial ground of 
the Kendall family for the unveil­
ing. The monument was described 
as being of "massive, simple 
design" and composed of Pyrmont 
freestone and including the 
emblems of the Orange Institution 
and the Protestant Alliance 
Friendly Society. It was designed 
and executed by ~ama "monu­
mental artist and mason", John 
Simmons. 

*** *** *** 
JAMES ROBB ESQ - Another 

great loss is felt in the community 
with the passing of James Robb 
Esq of the Riversdale Estate, in 
November, 1881. Mr Robb was the 
eldest son of James Robb of Barn 
Hill, Perthshire Scotland, and was 
born in September, 1805. In 1827 
he travelled to Australia and 
worked under indenture with 
William Walker, a merchant of 
Sydney. After three years he estab­
lished himself as a builder - a busi­
ness he continued until 1843 when 
he purchased the Riversdale 
Estate in ~ama. " ... Here he soon 
commenced the cultivation of the 
grape vine for which the district 
was then believed to be well adapt­
ed, and introduced a number of 
Germans acquainted with this 
industry. The experiment, however, 
was unsuccessful and dairying 
soon became profitable and attrac­
tive. At a more recent period, Mr 
Robb tried the experiment of grow­
ing sugar cane... but though the 
canes grew and flourished during 
the summer, it was found that in 
the winter the frost of the 
Minnamurra flats was too strong 
for them ... In 1839 Mr Robb mar­
ried the eldest daughter of Mr 
William McIntosh of Sydney and 
had a family of 14 - seven sons and 
seven daughters, of whom five sons 
and six daughters survive... Mr 
Robb's funeral took place on Friday 
afternoon. The hearse, as might 
have been expected, was followed 
from his house at Riversdale to the 
public cemetery by a large proces­
sion of carriages and pedestrians.» 

~amaIndependent 
November 29, 1881 

TheNedKelly ~craze' 
THE 1870s and 1880s saw great 
interest shown in adventures of our 
famous bushrangers including Ben 
Hall and Captain Moonlight. No 
bushranger, however, captured the 
public's attention quite like Ned 
Kelly and his gang. 

The Kelly Gang spent 18 months 
"outraging and evading justice" 
and, by the time of its demise in 
1880, had been elevated to leg­
endary status on a nation-wide 
scale and the mood was no different 
in~ama. 

Describing the phenomenon as a 
"Kelly craze", the Kiama 
Independent published any item it 
could on the gang in an effort to sat­
isfy its local audience. In March 
1880, a sighting of Ned Kelly on a 
tramcar in Melbourne was reported 
when he was described as being 
"clean shaved, with the exception of 
a very heavy black moustache, 
which was dyed". 

This continued until June, 1880, 
when the Daily Telegraph (repub­
lished in the Kiama Independent on 
July 2, 1880) announced: 
"Destruction of the Kelly Gang". 

The gang had been barricaded in 
a hotel at Glenrowan, Victoria. A 
12-hour siege ensued before the 
hotel was set alight, killing three 
members of the Kelly gang. Ned 
Kelly, who did not make it to the 
hotel, was caught while attempting 
to reach his gang. 

"His uncouth armour unavailing, 
his tigerish courage oozing out at 

his wounds. Ned Kelly lies at the lit­
tle station awaiting his despatch to 
Melbourne. Doctors have examined 
his wounds and pronounced them 
not fatal, and the wretch, whose 
hands are still red with the blood of 
poor fellows treacherously mur­
dered, will live, not to cheat the gal­
lows, but to die the felon's death he 
so richly deserves." 

Kelly's capture sparked public 
demonstrations by large crowds of 
Kelly sympathisers, while a delega­
tion to Government House, led by 
Kate Kelly, sought to have his death 
sentence overturned. The Governor 
said that the decision to execute 
Kelly had already been made and 
that it would be "acting cruelly 
towards Kelly if he held out hope". 

The protests continued and 
increasing crowds gathering to 
plead Kelly's case but it was all to 
no avail. 

"EXECUTION OF EDWARD 
KELLY - Edward Kelly was exJ!cuted 
this morning in the Melbourne Gaol. 
The prisoner lost his spirit of bravado 
soon after his conviction and has 
occupied his mind with fleeting hopes 
of reprieve .. At half past one 0 'clock 
he went to bed, but was alternately 
dosing and tossing on his couch until 
five o'clock when he rose and knelt 
down to prayer. He subsequently 
returned to his bed and remained 
there till the wardens arrived to con­
duct him to his execution. His leg 
irons were then struck off. .. Kelly took 
no breakfast on account of his having 

to receive the sacrament. About nine 
o'clock crowds began to assemble in 
front of the gaol, and at 10 o'clock 
there could not have been not less 
than 5000 present, a mob of the low­
est class. Those provided with tiCkets 
of admission to witness the exJ!cution 
numbered about 20, principally 
members of the press and magis­
trates. Upjohn, the executioner, was 
summoned to perform his fearful 
duty for the first time since his 
appointment. Kelly was then led out 
on to the trap, preceded by the clergy­
men and their attendant carrying a 
large cross. They proceeded to read 
the prayers for the dead, Kelly recit­
ing the responses in the proper places. 
The governor of the gaol then directed 
the exJ!cutioner to do his duty. Upjohn 
came forward and placed the fatal 
noose on the rope, which was pendant 
from a strong beam overhead, round 
the neck of the condemned man ... Dr 
Barker, the gaol surgeon, instructed 
the exJ!cutioner how to adjust the 
noose effectively, and this having 
been done by placing the knot close 
under the left ear of the condemned, 
the white cap was drawn closely over 
his head, covering his entire face. The 
executioner then stepped off the drop 
and immediately the signal was giv­
en. The convict fell about eight feet. 
Death must have been instantaneous 
as, beyond a spasmodic quiver or two 
of the lower limbs, no motion was vis­
ible after the drop fell. » 

KiamaIndependent 
November 16, 1880 

The story did not end here, how­
ever. Within days of Kelly's execu­
tion, his siblings - Kate and Jim -
took to profiting from his name, 
exhibiting his belongings - includ­
ing his grey mare and saddle - in 
local halls for a one shilling entry 
fee. Their decision 

stated that Ned Kelly's grey mare 
'Kitty' is a fraud ... People who would 
show themselves and their brother's 
property for gain might easily make 
a mistake in the identity of a horse. » 

~arnaIndependent 
November 30, 1880 

attracted "much 
indignation from 
respectable people" 
while "drawing 
large crowds of the 
lower order" (Daily 
Telegraph). 

The Kellys 
defended their 
actions saying that 
they were simply 
trying to raise mon­
ey "in order to leave 
the country". They 
followed up their 
Melbourne exhibi­
tions with a tour of 
Sydney - attracting 
even further criti­
cism. 

"A RELIABLE 
witness yesterday 
said that from 1100 
to 1200 persons, 
almost all belong­
ing to the criminal 
class, attended the 
Kelly show on 
Tuesday night. This 
would mean 
between £50 and 
£60 profit... It is 

Jor he "3resh t 
)Vleeds Qnd~keaway 
with ,riend4J Service 

J:aconia js proud ~ 
support and sponsor this 

historic project 

Terralong Street, KIAMA 

TELEPHONE 
4232 1489 




