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~F· 187~-79 A time of immense change 
~ IN this, the second edition of the Kiama Harbour project was - finally - brought to laying of the first stone of the Kiama Public a favoured topic of discussion (and griev-
_ Independent's Our History In Print series, fruition. SchooL A drought then followed in 1876 ance). 

we look at the period 1870-79. One of the most exciting developments, when many head of cattle were destroyed. Improvements were made, but not with-
though, was the first shipment of butter The roads were still a constant source of out the usual amount of public criticism. It 

The 1870s was characterised by immense 
community progress and change in Kiama 
Municipality. 

Public (national) schools were opened at 
Kiama, Gerringong and Jamberoo, the blue 
metal industry was established, the first 
call for a public hospital was voiced, Kiama 
Post Office was built and the Kiama 

from Kiama to London. But as the local annoyance and articles complaining about seemed like, no matter what council enact- _ 
farmers were to learn, they had a good way the thoroughfares appeared regularly in the ed, it was never good enough or fast rr 
to go before the process was perfected. Kiama Independent. enough for the ratepayers, and the omi-~ 

The early 1870s'was alsomaracterised by For the newspaper's 'Jamberoo corre- nous cloud of municipal separation • 
storms and long periods of rain which saw spondent', whose reports over the previous loomed constantly. ~ . 
several floods, the shipwreck of the 10 years were largely characterised by the ~ 
Rangoon at Minnamurra and cancellation opener, "There is nothing new to report out by Michelle Hoctor ~~ 
of auspicious community events such as the this way", the condition of the roads became I~~J~ 

• This is believed to be one of the earliest photographs of Gerringong township - a view of the intersection of Fern and Belinda Streets, taken in the 1880s. Note the former 
Gerringong Public School (top right) which was opened in 1876, the old post office (bottom right), and the 'Ocean View' Hotel (top left). Photo from the Ken Miller Collection. 
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1870 began with earnest moves toward 
municipal separation. Meetings were held 
throughout the municipality to discuss the 
pros and cons of the three townships -
Kiama, Gerringong and Jamberoo - becom­
ing municipal entities in their own right. 

Much debate ensued and the phrase 
"separationist" was coined. As a side issue, 
'Broughton Vale' also sought separation 
from the Gerringong ward. 

In reading the minutes of a special meet­
ing held at Kiama Council in February 
1870, it is evident that the case was not a 
matter of if the three wards should sepa­
rate, but when. 

At the meeting, Kiama Council provided 
a statement of accounts - a necessary step 
in the process of separation - which showed 
that Gerringong would be owed £189 6s 6d 
in the event of separation. Jamberoo, 
meantime, had an overdrawn account, it 

being indebted to council for £38 6s 6d. 
Broughton Vale, in pressing for separa­

tion, was owed £30 by Gerringong. 
By mid-1870, it was evident that most 

residents of the municipality - including 
those of Kiama - regarded a split by 
Gerringong as being both wise and expedi­
ent. 

At Jamberoo, though, opinion was divid­
ed. Ultimately, those favouring separation 
sought a deputation with the Government 
to have the process activated. Messrs 
Stephen Major and John Cullen were the 
first names added to a petition for the cam­
paign. 

In June 1870, at a special meeting held 
at Kiama Court-house, Mayor John Marks 
said that he was not entirely against the 
push for separation, especially in the case 
of Gerringong where, because of its ship­
ping facilities, he believed the people of the 

town were "in a good position to 
work a municipality oftheir own". 

In the case of Jamberoo, though, 
he considered separation to be "an 
absurd thing", saying the inter­
ests of the two communities were 
bound together, they sharing a 
mutual shipping port. 
. Former Mayor, John Black, fol­
lowing Mr Mark's lead, proposed 
that the municipality be divided 
in two. 

Kiama's first mayor, James 
Colley, said he favoured separa­
tion, saying that "a mistake had 
been made in incorporating 
Kiama, Gerringong and 
Jamberoo in one municipality". 

Separationists CD Young 

NATURAl NECESSITY SURf SHOP 
(Gerringong), and John Cullen 
(Jamberoo) said that they did not 
believe their respective communi­
ties would accept Mr Black's pro­
posal. Nevertheless, discussion 
was ajdourned pending further 
meetings in each of the town­
ships. 
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At a general meeting held on 
July 7, 1870, and attended by 100 
residents, John Black again 
moved the historic motion that 
the borough be split in two. 

Henry Frederick Noble moved an 
amendment, seconded by Mr Cullen, that 
the Colonial Secretary be informed that, 
regardless of the outcome, it was not a 
unanimous vote as the residents of 
Jamberoo had been divided on the matter. 
The recommendations were put to vote and 
carried. 

On April 24, 1871, after 12 years of 
debate and civic feuding, the separation of 
Gerringong and Broughton'S Vale from 
Kiama and Jamberoo was proclaimed, the 
following extract appearing in the Kiama 
Independent, on April 27 , 187l. 

"Sydney, 24th April, 1871. Sir - With ref­
erence to correspondence relating to the pro­
posed separation of certain portions of the 
Borough of Kiama, and their erection into 
separate municipalities, I am now directed 
by the Colonial Secretary to invite your 
attention to the two proclamations pub­
lished in a supplementary Government 
Gazette of this day's date - the one separat­
ing and constituting the two new Municipal 
Districts of 'Gerringong' and 'Broughton's 
Vale', and the other incorporating the 
Kiama and Jamberoo Wards of your munic­
ipality as the 'Borough of Kiama' ... you 
most obedient servant, Henry Halloran." 

An election was held in January 1872, to 
replace the three vacated seats on new 
Kiama Council, the results being: WJ 
McIlwrath 173 votes, J Farraher 163, and 
HF Noble 137. Those electors who missed 
out were: S Charles 134, G Wood 108 and 
CD Young 78. 

At Gerringong, at a meeting held at the 
Lanterrick Hotel, the fate of 16 election 
hopefuls for municipal honours on the first 
Gerringong Municipal Council was decided 
by ballot. 

The nine successful candidates were: 
James Blow 111, Robert Miller 105, ME 
Robson 92, G Tate 92, GJ Hindmarsh 80, 
W Williams 74, John Wilson 74, Andrew 
Nelson 70 and James Campbell 60. Those 
unsuccessful were: Stephen Major 58 
votes, J Melliday 55, T Black 52, J 
McClelland 48, John Feehan 45, W Weir 33 
and John Chin 17. 

At the first meeting of the new council, 
Alderman Robson was appointed in augur­
al,ma.yo;., . , _ 
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Weeds, roads and bridges 
Weed control 

The control of noxious weeds was as promi­
nent a concern for the community in the 
1800s as it is today. 

By 1870, Kiama Council had a weed inspec­
tor (the Town Clerk, James Somerville) who 
was authorised to charge the owner or occupi­
er of any land where noxious weeds were 
allowed to grow "to the detriment of good hus­
bandry" (Kiama Independent, January 27, 
1870). 

A loop-hole in the act, however, hampered 
the prosecution of landowners, but this was 
overcome by a by-law framed by Kiama 
Council. 

The fIrst successfully tried case was 
against Rose Valley farmer, Mr A Emery, who 
had allegedly allowed Scotch thistle to "luxu­
riate" on his property. 

To his defence, Mr Emery said he had not 
long taken up the property and had spent 
"every hour he could ... devoted to the eradica­
tion of the thistles". 

In view of his convincing testimony, he was 
charged just Is (one cent) with no court costs. 
It was a minor outcome in the way of costs, 
but one which was intended to have a rever­
berating affect on the landowners of the dis­
trict. 

Roads 
Council's track record for road improve­

ments continued on a shaky path and added 
fuel to the debate of separation. 

In an article simply entitled 'The Roads' 
(21.11.1872), the Kiama Independent provid­
ed a commentary on council's efforts to d.ate, 
and the report card was not glowing. 

Particularly contempt was expressed at the 
decision to excavate the 'flat' at Black Beach, 
to provide material for local roads, especially 
as the area had been planned as a playground 
for the Kiama Public School. 

"It is a subject offrequent and just remark 
that the council was guilty of a most discred­
itable act of vandalism permitting the 
removal, bodily, of the whole flat on the beach 
below the public school... it was calculated as 
an excellent playground for the children of the 
public school, and was, besides, a very pleas­
ant resort for people of all sorts". 

Improvements were made with the deci­
sion to pave the local roads with blue metal in 
lieu of soil, but the road material was of such 
a disagreeable nature (probably too large), 
that the Kiama Independent called for the 
return of the earthen thoroughfares and even 
suggested that both be laid, side by side, to 
provide travellers with a choice. 

The council redeemed itself "from the 
reproach of absolute indifference to all mat­
ters oftaste" with its work in connection with 
the historic old Figtree, growing on the flat 
beyond the Kiama Presbyterian Church, 
although it is uncertain what work this 
involved. 

Drainage 'improvements' at the intersec­
tion of Terralong and Manning Streets were 
also heavily criticised by the Kiama 
Independent in June 1870. 

"MUNICIPAL WORKS - ... (It) excites the 
contemptuous wonder of everybody who stops 
to observe it, that any should suppose a pipe of 

• This picture - taken in the 1870s - depicts the historic fig tree which was for­
merly located on Black Beach, beyond the Kiama Presbyterian Church. It 
appears that the tree became the focus of public consternation after Kiama 
Council made the decision to excavate the 'flat' for road surface material, thus 
leaving the old tree vulnerable. 

the diminutive size employed, to be capable of 
carrying off the torrent of water which, in a 
smart rain, pours along the water table lead­
ing to the spot... When our .neighbours at 
Gerringong and Jamberoo witness such 
almost incredible blunders ... it is not surpris­
ing that they should be desirous to sever their 
municipal connection." 

As the condition of the roads gradually 
improved, the number of "light" vehicles 
increased and the demand for buggies kept 
manufacturers in Kiama "in a state of activi­
ty".With this new optimism, orders were 
placed for vehicles of greater taste, style and 
fInish. In September, 1877, a buggy was 
turned out at Mr Huxley's stelier to the order 
ofMr N Craig. The vehicle, costing £45, was a 
double-seated, under-cut buggy "of stylish 
and handsome appearance". 

Henry Frederick Noble, in support­
ing a motion that £600 be asked for the 
project, said that "good roads were the 
fIrst sign of civilisation and progress". 

In June, 1879, Council's woes with 
the roads were relieved somewhat by 
the proclamation of the road from 
Campbelltown to the Shoalhaven as a 
Main Road under the new Main Road 
Management Act, bringing it under the 
jurisdiction of the Government. 

Bridges 
By May 1870, the newly contracted 

Spring Creek Bridge was nearing com­
pletion, but community opinion dictat-
ed that it was not long enough and 
might be washed away in the next 
flood. Their calls for an additional 
span, however, went unmet by the 
fmanically-strapped council. 

The Government, meantime, 
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& Structural Design 
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KIAMA 

In March 1878, a meeting was held in the 
Kiama Courthouse to discuss petitioning the 
government for funds to "cut down Spring 
Hill", the site being regarded as "as much an 
obstacle for horse and dray from J amberoo to 
the harbour as Pikes Hill". 

announced an additional £400 for the 
construction of a bridge over the 
Minnamurra River. 
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AS can be gathered from the 'Temperance vs 
Alcohol' debate, alcohol continued as a com­
mon denominator in many cases tried at the 
Kiama Police Court during the 1870s. 

So too was obscene language which was 
always "not fit for publication" and made one 
wonder what foul blasphemes were actually 
uttered. To date, "wretch" is about the 
strongest word which has made it to print. 

The Kiama Police Court was also called 
upon to protect people from themselves. 

On November 26, 1972, the court heard the 
case of James Colejun, of Jamberoo, who was 
of "unsound mind" and had been arrested 
with a view to "necessary restraint and med­
ical treatment". 

The court heard that he had been "In a bad 
state of mind" for the past three weeks and 
had threatened to take his life by poison. Cole 
was ultimately shipped to Darlinghurst gaol 
for 14 days with a recommendation for med­
ical treatment. 

At the same sitting, Mrs W Baxter jun, of 
Shellharbour, asked the court to stop her hus­
band from drinking, saying that he had wast­
ed the family's assets on alcohol and they 
were now approaching destitution as a result. 

The magistrate ordered that letters be sent 
to all public houses in the district, instructing 
the owners not to supply Baxter with "fer­
mented or spiritous liquors for 12 months". 

One of the more unexpected legal outcomes 
involved the case of a local vagabond 

"JAMES GREEN, eighty-two years old, was 
placed in the dock on the charge of having no 
settled home or visible means of support. 
From the evidence of the apprehending officer, 
Constable Chisholm, it would appear that on 
Sunday the 20th instant, the old man went to 
the watch-house and describing his impover­
ished condition, asked to be allowed to sleep in 
the cells. In the court he admitted the truth of 
the evidence and expressed a wish to be sent to 
gaol. Verdict - one month in Wollongong Gaol, 
with hard labour." 

Kiama Independent 
March 24, 1870 

Cases of sexual assault in the courts were 
rare. This was not to say, of course, that it did 
not occur. It was probably more a statement 
of women's rights and a reluctance to come 
forward than any other factor. 

A case in the 1860s was indicative of the 
attitude by some. A Jamberoo woman came 
forward after an attempted sexual assault by 
her baker. The baker delivered a loaf of bread 
to the woman's home, along with the line "I be 
a Scottish man and you be a Scottish woman" 
which seemed, to him, all that was necessary 
to win her over. 

In a case of alleged rape which appeared 
before the courts in March, 1871, the Kiama 
Independent's lead-in paragraph indicates 

'Flogging in 
Newgate' 

Almost 100 years after Australia's settle­
ment as a penal colony, the practice of 
whipping or 'flogging' was alive and well, 
as evidenced by the fate of the following 
criminals who suffered the pain of the cat­
of-nine-tails. 
"FLOGGING IN NEWGATE 
Two young men recently convicted at the 
Central Criminal Court of robberies with 
violence, and sentenced to long terms of 
imprisonment, and flogging with the cat., 
underwent the latter portion of their sen­
tence the other morning... Daniel Duffy, 
eighteen, was first placed in the triangle ... 
He was sentenced to twenty lashes with the 
cat and seven years' penal servitude. The 
cat was wielded in turns by two warders, 
and at the first stroke Duffy, who had at 
first manifested considerable apprehen­
sion, shouted 'Oh!' Each successive stroke 
was followed by a howl of agony, and 
behalf of the the allotted 25 lashes had 
been delivered, the struggles of the convict 
became almost frantic. The last half of the 
punishment was administered by the sec­
ond warder, and as it proceeded Duffy 
writhed in agony. .. Each lash deliberately 
placed, -left its mark and at the conclusion 
Duffy's back left the appearance of a 
swollen discoloured mass of flesh." 

EJarnnalndependent 
. December 5, 1872 

Law & Order 

• The Eureka Estate, owned by Captain Samuel Charles. Captain Charles was prominent in Kiama society in not only many civic 
issues but in the establishment ofKiama's butter export industry to London. 

the difficulty (and, hence, rarity) of reporting 
such an offence. ''A journalist's duty to society 
requires that all cases coming before the 
courts of law, having any public interest, 
should be reported with sufficient minuteness 
to be understood by the public. It is equally a 
duty, we conceive, to report the facts of such 
cases as the above without those minute 
details which could, at best, only satisfy a 
morbid appetite, yet offend the sensibilities of 
parents and furnish unprofitable matter for 
the perusal of juvenile readers ... " 

Intimately, the case was dismissed, the 16-
year-old 'victim' being above the legal age of 
consent (14 years) and, by her own evidence, 
admitting "her own consent and further, that 
she possessed ordinary intelligence and knew 
the moral turpitude ofthe set". 

Cases of insolvency and bankruptcy were 
unfortunately common, the beleaguered 
farmer or householder having their final 
humiliation played out in the courts. 

In November 1872, John Collins, a 'farmer 
who was leasing a farm from Mr Hawkins at 
Jamberoo, declared his insolvency. His debts 
totalled £239, his assets - of furniture and 
apparel - amounted to £4. The list of debtors 
was long and included £107 to Jamberoo 
storekeeper, John Tate. 

It appears "furious riding" was a bit of a 
problem, the local "rowdies" attracting strong 
consternation from both the Kiama 
Independent and the community. 

"FURIOUS RIDING - We wish to caution 
those parties who make a practice of racing 
their horses in that portion of Bong Bong 
Street between Manning Street 
and the Point, as complaints 
have been made to the police 
and anyone doing so in the 
future will be prosecuted ... The 
practice is a dangerous one, 
especially in a neighbourhood 
like the one referred to where a 
number of children are to be 
seen playing at all hours of the 
day." 

EJarnaIndependent 
January 16, 1873 

MLA to their plight was insufficient. 
Mr Stewart said that the Government 

regarded Jamberoo as a "quiet locality" and 
that the services of the police were required 
in "more disorderly places". They were 
assured that a constable would be 
returned to the town again "when con­
venient" and that, in the meantime, 

Regardless, by July 1878, a police officer 
was restored to the township. And the com­
munity's response? To campaign for the con­
struction of a police lock-up, of course, like 
any progressive community would! 

BATHROOM AND KITCHEN 
the puty would be done by the Kiama 
and Dapto constables. 

This was not good enough, according 
to the meeting. An incident was cited 
by Mr W Stewart whereby, just the 
previous week, " ... the riot and disorder 
were such that a respectable woman 
could hardly pass along the village 
streets, and people were obliged to 
seek shelter where they could find it 
from the rowdies who were racing and 
galloping their horses along it". 

RESTORATIONS 

Kiama Independent 
February 6, 1873 

Mr Stewart moved that deputation 
be formed to have the decision 
reversed, this committee comprising 
Messrs David Lindsay Waugh, David 
Lindsay Dymock, W Stewart and 
Henry Frederick Noble and this was 
unanimously carried. 

But the deputation failed in its aim, 
a letter from the Colonial Secretary's 
office denying the reinstatement of the 
foot constable and further saying that 
a new mounted constable at 
Shellharbour and one at Kiama would 
patrol the Jamberoo area. 
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Police Stations 
While it appears that 

J amoeroo and Gerringong did 
not have the benefit of their 
own police station, we know 
that an officer was posted at 
Jamberoo. In November, 1872, 
an article reported the depar­
ture of Senior Constable 
Goddard from the town and, 
three months later, outrage at 
the Government's failure to 
replace him. 

~ to-~~ ?f~8/hJsLo,;y 

At a public meeting, the 
townspeople argued their right 
to police protection, saying that 
a response from John Stewart 
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Public (National) Schools 
Kiama Public School 

Public education in NSW was established by 
the National Board of Education in 1848. 
Under the system, the Board was prepared to 
meet up to two-thirds the cost of building a 
school, provided local patrons raised the bal­
ance and superintended the construction. 

The first national school in Kiama was 
built at Jerrara in 1858 and this set the 
groundwork for other schools to follow. 

1870 opened in Kiama with a campaign to 
build a new Kiama National School, to 
replace a previous school which had folded. 

Plans for the building had been approved 
and subscriptions were being collected, while 
fundraising concerts and the like were held to 
generate much-needed funding for the pro­
ject. 

"PUBLIC SCHOOL CONCERT - As 
announced in our last issue, the concert in aid 
of the Public School fund took place in the 
courthouse on Friday evening last. The weath­
er during two or three days previous had been 
very unsettled, and the roads were so bad, that 
but very few of the country people were present 
at the entertainment.; and the audience was 
consequently very small... We noticed a 
marked improvement in the amateur min­
strels since they last appeared in Kiama ... The 
programme was divided into three parts - the 
first part (the novelty) comprising 'The minute 
gun at sea' (duet) by Messrs Roberts and Prott; 
'The lost child', by Mr Wilson; 'The flying 
trapeze' by Mr Prott; and 'The moon behind 
the trees', by Mr Roberts. These were all sung 
with white faces and were gone through with 
much good taste and ability ... This part was 
concluded by Mr Wilson who appeared as a 
nigger in 'Babylon's a fallin" - his eccentrici­
ties eliciting an encore ... The amount realised 
was £5 4s 6d." 

• Cooking classes were extremely popular in the early days of National schools. 

KiamaIndependent 
January 27, 1870 

On March 31,1970, an advertisement was 
placed in the Kiama Independent announcing 
that the first stone ofthe school would be laid, 
but this was postponed due to inclement 
weather. On December 1, the Kiama 
Independent reported that the building had 
been completed - "The workmanship is 
admired by all who examine it. The mason, 
Mr E Jones, has left his work a monument of 
faithfulness and excellence. Nor are the con­
tractors for the woodwork, Messrs Staff and 
Caldwell, less entitled to praise. " 

The opening of the school took place on 
April 5, 1871, with a crowd of 150 in atten­
dance. The proceedings were met with some 
initial disappointment as hazardous seas pre­
vented the arrival by paddlesteamer of the 
main dignitaries including Sydney 
University Professor, Mr Smith. 

The gathering was told that the building 
cost £1566, of which £47 was still owing. The 
school teacher had been appointed but was 
yet to arrive (Mr James Hustler, aged 36). 

Speeches were made, but were largely 
devoted to the statement of accounts and each 
speaker's shock at being called upon to make 
an address at short notice. Thankfully, the 
day was still enjoyed by all. 

" ... though the disappointment (of not hav­
ing several dignitaries present) was a real one, 

WELCOME TO 

it was not observed to make a material differ­
ence on the vigour with which the company, 
young and old, proceeded in due time to the 
task of demolishing the refreshments which 
had been generously provided by the Local 
Board and other friends of the cause and 
which were arranged on three long tables in 
the schoolroom, duly ornamented, in addi­
tion, with bouquets of the best blossoms which 
the gardens of Kiama could furnish at the sea­
son." 

Kiama Independent 
April 6, 1871 

In an architect's report, the building was 
described as such: "The school buildings, the 
principle front of which faces the ocean, con­
sist of a large and well ventilated schoolroom 
58ft 3 inches long and 20ft wide inside, 
entered by two porches - one for boys and one 
for girls - each 14ft six inches by 7ft, with wall 
space for hats and bonnets. On the south side 
of the building is a class-room for boys 15 by 
15, and the building has been so designed that 
a class-room for girls can be added on the 
north side at any period ... The walls of school 
and class-room are 12ft high, and the roofs 
have a steep pitch. The walls are built of rub­
ble blue stone, procured in the locality ... The 
school-room is fitted with desks and forms 
fixed on raised platforms. These and all of the 
furniture for the school are made of cedar. The 
water closets (toilets) are commodious and 
conveniently situated. The teacher's residence 
is a cottage detached from the school. " 

Kiama Independent 
April 13, 1871 

While the school was built larger than was 
thought to be necessary, within a fortnight of 
its opening, it became apparent that an 

extension would be required, the 
Kiama Independent reporting that stu­
dents were enrolling by the day, the 

Kiama Christian 
Fellowship 

total being "very little short of one hun­
dred". 
Conditions became so trying, in fact, 
that children began fainting due to lack 
of ventilation. In September, 1872, ten­
ders was called to build an additional 
classroom on the north side. ---- INCORPORATED ----
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The community's pride in the Kiama 
Public School and the achievements of 
its scholars was reflected in the 
columns of the Kiama Independent. 
In attending the school, high achievers 
were encouraged to sit for one of two 
levels of a University Examination. 
In December 1872, nine pupils sat for 
the examination with eight being suc­
cessful, they being: 
Robert King, W Reid, GC Waldron, A 
Robb, D Colley, A Colley and H 
Williams. 
Also included on the list was 16-year­
old William Cullen who later rose to 
prominence as Chief Justice and 
Lieutenant Governor of NSW. As a 
young scholar attending Jerrara Public 
School, William was so outstanding he 
was offered employment as a pupil 
teacher when he turned 13. 
It can be ascertained that there was a 

degree of competition waged between the 
Kiama school and the Wollongong School 
with regard to the academic achievement of 
its students. 

In November 1877, it was noted that of the 
15 students who sat for the recent university 
exams, nine came from the Kiama School, two 
from the Church of England School at 
Jamberoo, and one civil service candidate 
from Toolijooa. Only three students hailed 
from Wollongong. The Kiama Independent, in 
response, commented that it was hoped "the 
Kiama school will retain its reputation". 

Jamberoo Public School 
In May 1872, a movement was set afoot for 

the establishment of Jamberoo's first public 
school - in the neighbourhood of the former 
Man of Kent Inn and formerly used as the 
Woodstock Stores. 

The building was proposed as a home for 
the teacher while another built alongside it 
by the current proprieter, Mr George Wood, 
was 'quite ready to receive the furniture and 
appliances of a school-room" (Kiama 
Independent, May 30, 1872). 

The application for the school appeared in 
the Government Gazette in September, 1872, 
and the school, often referred to as Woodstock 
School, was opened mid-January, 1873. 

While 40 children were in attendance and 
the figure was expected to double, it is obvi­
ous, from the following excerpt, that the local 
parents needed encouragement to educate 
their children. 

" ... The neighbourhood as a whole is quite 
backward in the matter of education; it is 
hoped that parents will consider the particu­
lar importance under the circumstance of 
sending their children as early in the quarter 
as possible." Kiama Independent, January 
23,1873 

In 1875, moves were made to establish a 
new public school at Jamberoo and work 
began in March the following year on a two­
acre site, bought from John Tate. 

The school was significant in that, unlike 
other schools of the district, it was completely 
funded by the Government, the local commu­
nity no longer being expected to part-fund the 
construction by way of subscriptions. 

The school was opened in the new school 
year on Monday, January 28 1878, with Mr 
Thornton as the teacher. The official opening 
was performed three weeks later. 

"JAMBEROO - The formal opening of the 
new public school took place on Wednesday 
last, Professor Smith, whose intended visit at 
the time of the actual commencement of school 
work had been prevented by the rain, was 
enabled to put in an appearance. The day was 
fair, and the muster of the children, parents 
and visitors from all parts of the district was 
large. The day's program was a simple one. It 
consisted first in the consumption of the 
refreshments usually provided on occasion of 
a tea-party; and secondly to listening to the 
address which the learned Professor after­
wards delivered in the school-room... The . ., .. 

speeches delivered after Mr Smith sat down 
were but brief, and not very attentively lis­
tened to, because it was now 'milking time'." 

KiamaIndependent 
February 22, 1878 

The school's first Board was announced in 
the Government Gazette and consisted of 
John Colley JP, David Lindsay Dymock, 
George Wood, Henry Frederick Noble and 
James Graham. 

Gerringong Public School 
At a meeting held at the Gerringong Boat­

harbour Store on Monday, August 4, 1873, the 
community took steps toward the establish­
ment of a public school at Gerringong. 

Rev Robert Wilson, in addressing the gath­
ering, noted the achievements of the Omega 
Retreat School and Toolijooa School before 
recommending that moves be made to estab­
lish a school at Gerringong. 

"Under present circumstances, a great 
number of children of tender age were totally 
deprived of the advantages of education on 
account of the distance of the present 
schools," the Reverend said. 

His resolution was seconded by Mr J 
Campbell and carried unanimously. A foun­
dation committee, comprising WR 
Hindmarsh, J Campbell, James Wilson, W 
Weir, John Wilson sen, GJ Hindmarsh, A 
Campbell and A Lamond was formed. 

A subscription list for the school was then 
opened, Mr Hindmarsh heading the list with 
£10. 

Unlike the general fanfare which is 
attached to the opening of most public build­
ings, it appears that the Gerringong Public 
School was opened in quiet circumstances on 
Monday, April 3, 1876. 

The Kiama Independent reported that the 
Public School buildings were finished and a 
teacher had been transferred from the Omega 
Retreat School, but that no official opening 
would be performed. 

" ... There is a debt of upwards of £80 still on 
the building, for which the committee are 
responsible; and in order to liquidate a por­
tion of this and otherwise make their proceed­
ings public, it was their intention to have had 
some demonstration at its opening. 
Apparently, however, they have been denied 
this their just privilege as, I observe... the 
school is to be opened quietly on Monday 
next." 

KiamaIndependent 
March 31,1876 

The absence of a ceremony denied public 
recognition for those in the community who 
gave of their time and money to ensure that 
the local children received an education. 

At a meeting of the school board in April, 
the committee returned a cheque of £100 to 
Mr Hindmarsh who made the loan "for six 
months without interest" to assist the project. 

Mr John Miller, who acted as superinten­
dant during the construction of the school, 
was praised for his involvement, along with 
the committee chairman Rev Wilson and sec­
retary Mr James Wilson. 

_ . ... ~ ...a .. _.It.. _ _" 








