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-1950-1959 -
As with the period following 

the Great War, the 1950s repre
sented a more upbeat period 
when people once again 
rejoiced in a new era of peace. 
Newspapers were again filled 
with items on local dances and 
community functions while 
weddings and their associated 

reports were on the increase. 
On the music front, a new 

medium known as 'rock 'n'roll' 
was being introduced 10 local 
dances while television brought 
the magic of picture theatres 
into people's living rooms. 

Kiama High School was 
opened at long last, together 
with a new Kiama Convent 
School and the Jerrara Dam 

project. Jamberoo and Gerrin
gong Bowling Clubs were 
formed, together with a range 
of community service organisa
tions including Rotary, Apex, 
the Soroptimists and the 
Kiama Boys' Club. 

The Queen paid a visit in 
1954 arid a car-load of residents 
travelled to Mittagong to watch 
a 16-year-old Kiama teenager 

carry the Olympic Torch on its 
way to the 1956 Melbourne 
Olympics. 

After many years of talk, the 
municipalities of Kiama, Jam
beroo and Gerringong finally 
amalgamated in a bid to escape 
becoming a 'County Council'. 

By Michelle Hoctor 
Assistant: Chloe Ashbolt 

More Supplements! 
Due to an abundance of colourful his

tory in the district, the Weston Family 
has commissioned the compilation of an 
additional two supplements to complete 
the Our History In Print series, bring
ing the total to be published to 14. The 
series will conclude in March, 2001. 

Terralong Street in the 1950s - back when the Centrepoint Arcade was the site of the Kiama Motor Works - the local Holden agent. 

Town Hall, Show Pavilion 
Kiama Town Hall 

For a period of almost 20 years the Kiama 
townsfolk endeavoured to have a stately com
munity hall built. Given that such a hall was 
never constructed, their constant, tireless 
efforts made one sigh in frustration. 

A committee was established in June, 1947, 
with the aim of constructing a "Memorial 
Town Hall and Soldiers' Club Room ", but 
interest in the campaign meetings and 
fundraising events had dwindled by 1950. At 
the third annual meeting of the Kiama 
Memorial Town Hall and Soldiers Club Fund, 
held in August, 1950, only 17 people attend
ed. 

The following month, efforts were made to 
revive interest in the project when letters 
were sent to 548 householders at Kiama, 
Bombo and Minnamurra. A disappointing 30 
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people attended a follow-up meeting, chaired 
by the Mayor, AId WR Holden. AId Holden 
explained that the options for local gathering 
venues was limited, the Antrim Theatre only 
being available for picture screenings while 
the Oddfellows Hall was expected to be sold. 

He said that the project, targetted for the 
site of the former Drill Hall and adjoining 
land at the back of the Kiama Council 
Chambers, had a target of £4000, half of 
which had already been raised. Council, 
arranged with its architect, Mr JP Tate & 
Associates, to prepare a sketch of the hall. 
The first plan was found to be too small to 
meet the future needs of Kiama so extra land 
was purchased and the plans re-arranged. 

The plans provided for a main hall, gallery, 
vestibule, stage, supper room/drill hall, and 
ex-servicemen's rooms. Despite being exhibit

ed in local shops for several months, the 
second set of plans, "no comments have 
been received from any person of local 

Kiama Christian 
Fellowship 

body". 
Mr FE Reid said that while interest in 

the proposal had dwindled, and criti
cism had been received from some cir
cles, "the growth of surrounding areas 
would force the erection of a new hall in 
Kiama". The project was also expected 
to gain new impetus from the formation 
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of a new committee which would include 
"new blood". This committee consisted 
of Misses L Martin, M King, H 
McAuliffe, Mrs EH King, Mrs Wilson, 
Messrs J McDonald, J McGann, D 
Taylor, H Proctor and R Walker. 

Despite hopes, no real action was tak
en on the matter until three years later, 
in October, 1953, when a "fact finding 
committee", established by a public 
meeting, met to recommend the most 
suitable site for a hall. Three potential 
sites were considered, the Kiama 
Showground, Manning Street behind 
the current Council Chambers, and a 
block opposite the Brighton Hotel. 

Having considered the pros and cons, 
the committee decided that the best 
option would be the Manning Street 
block. And an examination of the fman-

cial prospects revealed that there was little 
chance of any success being achieved unless 
the building contained revenue-producing 
units which should take the form of shops or 
offices, or both. 

The committee added that if another £2500 
was raised, in addition to the existing funds of 
£2450, they would still have to raise £30,000, 
probably from Government sources. 

Civic Centre Plan 
In June, 1954, the Fact Finding Committee 

returned to the community with plans for not 
just a community hall, but a whole new civic 
development plan which included an addi
tional 13 shops, 14 offices and several civic 
amenities. While the cost of the plan was esti
mated at £98,000, it was designed to be "prac
tically self-supporting". 

Outlining the scheme, Mr David Gordon 
said that an arcade of eight shops would be 
built behind the Council building in Manning 
Street, and underneath a new council cham
ber. A new library, including an attached 
unit, would be located on the Moreton Street 
frontage with rooms for the RSL above. 

The auditorium would seat 1300 people 
while a Council Chamber, complete with pub
lic gallery, would be built between the audito
rium and the present Council building. The 
scheme was unanimously supported by a 
well-attended meeting held the following 
week, and recommended for approval by the 
new Kiama Municipal Council. 

New Meatmaster 
"The latest move in mechanisation" in 

Kiama in June, 1951, was the installation of a 
meat cutting machine at Messrs Hall Bros 
butchery in Terralong Street. Working on the 
principle of a band saw this machine shorted 
the amount of time "necessary in the shop". 
Under the old hand system, the breaking 
down of a sheep carcass was cut from five to 
10 minutes to just 10 seconds. 

"Other advantages are that meat such as 
chops, steak etc can be easily cut up and dis
played for customers to take their· pick. 
Another obvious advantage from the house
wife's point of view is that there are no chips of 

bone as is the case when the bone in the meat is 
cut with a chopper.» 

EiamaIndependent 
June 9, 1951 

Gerringong Water Supply 
The process offinding a suitable water supply 

scheme for the community of Gerringong 
proved a drawn-out affair lasting more than 30 
years. The search was begun in 1928 when the 
Public Works Department investigated a 
£41,000 scheme for a dam at Foxground Creek 
which would have supplied water to 652 resi
dents, two butter factories and 2010 head of 
stock. 

In 1929, council had two schemes under con
sideration, one for the Shoalhaven River and 
another for Foxground Creek. As the proposed 
Shoalhaven scheme was not expected to materi
alise for another 20 years, attention was focused 
on Foxground - before this idea also lapsed. 

In 1949, hopes again ran high when the 
Mines Department suggested that a scheme be 
instituted by boring on Omega Flats which 
would have cost £50,000 as compared with the 
£71,000 Foxground scheme. 

In 1950, engineering consultant, Mr Davey, 
was engaged by Gerringong Council to investi
gate the most feasible source of water. He sug
gested that a weir be built on Broughton Creek, 
this being supported by a public meeting 
addressed by Mr Davey in October, 1951. 

Amazingly, nothing more was done until, 
finally, the Shoalhaven scheme was ready for 
construction and the community again turned 
its attention to a plan which had been passed 
over almost 30 years' earlier. The meeting 
referred the scheme to the Regional Association 
ofI~al Government to conduct a full investiga
tion. 

Showground Pavilion 
On September 3, 1952, a meeting was held in 

the Kiama Council chambers to discuss the 
construction of a new pavilion and grandstand 
on Kiama Showground. The project had 
attracted strong criticism as it entailed the 
raising of £3000 - £1000 to be raised by the local 
sporting bodies which was not considered pos
sible by some. 
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Kiama Primary/High School 
Once the decision by the NSW Department of 

Education in February, 1949, to negotiate the 
purchase of 12.5 acres of land at Kiama for a 
high school, no further progress was made until 
September, 1950, when Mr HT Fowles, MLA, 
asked for an update in the Legislative Assembly. 

The Education Minister, Mr RJ Heffron, said 
that while the provision of a secondary school 
was on the building program, he could not "inti
mate when the Department was likely to proceed 
with the construction". 

Honour Roll 
At a ceremony held at the school in December, 

1950, Mr Fowles MLA unveiled the school's new 
Honour Roll which showed the names of pupils 
who had topped the primary and super primary 
sections. Dux of the primary school was shared 
between Robyn Tidmarsh and Graham Mackie 
while Jan Ziems and Warren Hart shared Dux of 
the Super Primary. He then presented the fol
lowing awards for sport: Pennants won at the All 
Schools Championship at Wollongong:- Garry 
Stewart (athletics and swimming); Iris Piper 
(athletics); and Margaret Raftery (athletics). 

P&C President, Mr Bruce East, gave a 
farewell speech to Headmaster, Mr Bloomfield, 
who was leaving to take up a position at Coffs 
Harbour. 

Reference Library 
In February, 1951, the community welcomed 

new Kiama Central School Headmaster, Mr HD 
Carruthers, whose appointment heralded a peri
od of energetic activity, a sorely needed commod
ity during the community's fight for improved 
educational facilities. 

At his first meeting with parents and staff, he 
proposed the establishment of a first-class refer
ence library which he believed could be estab
lished within 10 years time, given sufficient 
public support. President of the Kiama P&C 
Association, Mr Bruce East, assured Mr 
Carruthers ofthe Association's willingness to co
operate and opened a fund for the library pro
ject. 

The Kiama P&C staged its first school fete on 
October 31, 1952, during which hundreds of res
idents visited the displays and hunted for bar
gains at the various stalls. A highlight was the 
"mannequin parade" when "tiny tots, wearing 
Vivien Gowns, created amusement". 

Also includect was a cookery competition, a 
writing competition for the primary school chil
dren and nail driving competitions. Winners in 
the cookery section were: Orange cake - Mrs EJ 
Miller; Sponge sandwich - Mrs T McDonald; 
Sultana cake - Mrs 0 Grey; Sponge sandwich 
(iced) - Mrs Filmer; Scones - Mrs Filmer; 
Damper - Mrs James; Lamingtons - Mrs 0 Grey; 
Patty Cakes - Mrs W Boyce; Coconut Ice - Mrs 
Christophers; Homemade toffee - Mr B Wood; 
Fancy biscuits - Mrs T McDonald. 

In the junior section: Sponge sandwich - Ailsa 
Alaban; Scones - Joan Sawtell; Patty cakes -
Joan Sawtell and Damper - Alfred Perry. 
Writing: 1st class - R Potts; 2nd class - Coralie 
Wiley; 3rd class - Denise McFarlane; 4th class -
Ruth Ware; 5th class - Wendy Hindmarsh; and 
6th class - Edith Smith. Mrs FE Palin won the 
"Prettiest Apron" competition while Mr Jack 
Carson won the nail driving competition. 

Minister's Promise 
In November, 1951, members of the Kiama 

P&C met with the Minister, Mr Heffron, to 
determine the progress of the high school pro
ject. The deputation consisted of Association 

President Mr East, Secretary Mr A Ziems, AId 
RM Wilson (Kiama), Ald C Jones (Jamberoo) 
and Mr AM Trevallion (Town Clerk, 
Gerringong). 

Mr East said that the P&C was "gravely con
cerned because of the fact that there was no prac
tical evidence of building operations - no contrac
tors had been engaged and no materials were on 
the site - although it was known that approxi
mately 150 new secondary pupils were to be 
enrolled for the commencement of 1952". 

Mr Heffron gave a commitment that he would 
"move heaven and earth" to ensure that Kiama's 
new high school would be completed in 1952 and 
that at least four new classrooms would be on 
site for the start ofthe 1952 school year. 

New Headmasters 
Despite the Minister's assurances, the school 

was not completed until the start of the 1954 
school year. At this time two new principals were 
welcomed to the Kiama school community, Mr 
Stephen Frew, who replaced Mr Carruthers at 
Kiama Primary School, and Mr W McFaul, who 
arrived to take up his position as the first 
Principal ofKiama High School. Both men were 
welcomed to the community in a function held by 
the Kiama P&C in February, 1954. 

P&C President, Mr Colin Raison, extended a 
welcome to Mr McFaul who arrived with his wife 
from an appointment at Parkes. Mr Raison had 
no doubt that Mr McFaul would "find many 
problems in establishing the new high school" 
and he appealed to the parents to give him every 
support. 

Mr McFaul said that he would be glad when 
the high school moved into its own premises. He 
said that when some of his teaching colleagues 
heard he was applying for Kiama they thought 
he was foolish because of the troubles he would 
have to face. "But I believe we meet difficulties 
wherever we go and those things are a challenge 
to our character and perseverance, " Mr McFaul 
said. 

Mr Frew said he found the district charming 
and the children lovely, but "perhaps a little too 
noisy. But that would not last very long," he 
added, amid laughter. Further welcomes were 
given by the Mayors of Kiama, Gerringong and 
Jamberoo. During the evening, the gathering 
was entertained by musical items and recita
tions given by Miss Judith Hindmarsh, Miss Gai 
Insley, Mrs Carson, Mr E Palin and Mr H 
Johnson. 

SplitP&C 
Two weeks later, at the Kiama P&C's annual 

meeting, it was announced that the Kiama 
Primary and new Kiama High Schools would be 
supported by two separate P&C Associations, 
following the P&C's decision to split. 

As an indication of the support which was 
required for the High School, Mr McFaul said 
that £900 would be needed immediately for the 
purchase of text books. 

An appeal was begun in mid-March, a letter 
from the P&C to parents saying that the sum 
paid in fees would not provide the equipment 
vital to making the school effective, "if the chil
dren of this area are to be given the opportunities 
for training and advancement that we regard as 
their birthright." 

Me~tings were also held throughout the dis
trict by Mr McFaul and supported by new Kiama 
High School P&C President, Mr Colin Raison. 
Ladies Auxiliaries were established locally and 
at Albion Park, Albion Park Rail and Oak Flats. 

A View of Collins Street looking south to the Terralong Street intersection in the 
1950s. Note the Oddfellows Hall on the corner where Kiama Leagues Club now 
stands. Photo: KatesfWalker Family Collection. 

Within the week, it was announced that parents 
were responding well to the call for equipment 
which was coming in from all sections of the 
school district. 

Combined Schools Concert 
A Combined Schools Festival Concert was 

held at Kiama in May, 1954, the event being the 
first of its kind held on the South Coast. 
"Hundreds of children from all schools along the 
South Coast played and sang their hearts out" in 
the four-hour concert before an audience of 800 
people. 

The event also marked the first public perfor
mance of scholars from the newly established 
Kiama High School. The program opened with 
two patriotic songs sung by the choir of Kiama 
Primary School - "My Country" &nd "The Star 
Cross Flag of Australia". Kiama Infants per
formed a play, "In Tulip Land", while the 
Gerringong children performed Gilbert and 
Sullivan's "Three Little Maids" and "Tit Willow", 
followed later by a Japanese playlet, 
"Hameruchi Go Hei". The Jamberoo youngsters 
staged "Goodwill The Magician" while the chil
dren of the Kiama Convent School sang "The 
Parrot" and "Good Bless Our Land". 

First Athletics Carnival 
Kiama High School held its first athletics car

nival in August, 1954, and the individual age 
champions were: 

Girls: 12yrs E Symonds; 13yrs H Sweet and M 
Anger, tie; 14yrs D Swan; and 15yrs B Langlois. 
Boys: Under 12yrs P de Beuzeville; U/13yrs J 
O'Hara; u/14yrs K Carson; U/15yrs R 

Trevallion; U/16yrs R Carson. Open: B Boxsell. 
Nurnberslncrease 

In May, 1956, in an address to parents, Mr 
McFaul announced that in the two years the 
Kiama High School had been in operation, the 
number of students had increased from 350 to 
500. He added his disappointment, however, at 
the number of students progressing to their fifth 
year. He appreciated how hard it was for those 
who continued to fifth year "to settle down when 
they had the knowledge that many of their asso
ciates had left school and were earning big mon
ey in jobs". In continuing, Mr McFaul proved 
that he was very much ofthe old school. 

"Mr McFaul commented on the lack of disci
pline in these times and attributed much of the 
cause to a dislike for restraint and authority. He 
said that was in evidence, not only among chil
dren, but among adults as well. He thought the 
cause of that was due largely to the prosperity 
Australia enjoyed today. He recalled a time when 
wages and working conditions in Australia were 
most inadequate and although he did not advo
cate a return to those times, he felt people should 
reorientate themselves to think more of the things 
that mattered. He said some children were left 
too much on their own, some were allowed too 
much liberty and stayed out too late at night." 

KiamaIndependent 
June 2,1956 

Two new buildings arrived at the school in 
April, 1957, which were used by two general 
activities classes. A new fence around the school 
was also completed. 

Van Park, Milk Crisis, Tennis Free Milk 
for School 
Children 

Kiama Caravan Park could only be justified on direct evidence of a reduc
tion in costs. 

He said that it would be no use to appeal for 
improved pastures, or for bigger herds or mechani
sation if the farmer was not given the incentive to 
produce, or the money for expansion. 

Jor the Jreshest 
}Vleals and 'takeaway 
with Jriendly Service 

Plans to build a caravan park on Chapman's Point 
were approved by Kiama Council in September, 
1952, following an address by Mr L Thang, of 
Sydney, who applied to use two acres of the point, 
just south of the hockey field. The park would hold 
30 vans and include showers and a lavatory block. 
Council agreed to a three-year lease at a rental of 
£156 a year. 

Milk Crisis 
In 1952, the dairy community was panicked by a 

rumoured reduction in the price of milk. Concerns 
were allayed by the Premier of NSW, Mr JJ Cahill, . 
who pledged during an address at Albion Park in 
January, 1953, that his Government would not ask 
dairymen to provide milk at a loss. "Milk meant 
money to the country and the nation," the Minister 
said, "and it also meant health to the people. " 

Mr Ferguson said the Board felt that "now the 
doubts and suspicions had been removed from the 
farmers' mind and he will get a just consideration 
and fair return for his effort, he will give that effort 
needed during the (oncoming) winter months". 

In November, 
1957, the Minister 
for Education, Mr 
RJ Heffron, said 
that arrangements 
had been made 
with the Common
wealth Govern
ment for the supply 
of milk, free of 
charge, to all chil
dren attending pri
mary school and 
pre-school groups. 
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"My Government will do its utmost to provide mon
ey, co-operation, skilled advice, help with breeding 
and any other means to build up the dairy industry of 
this coast," he said. "The public must have that milk, 
but the dairymen must - and will- be given the incen
tive of a fair profit." 

One week later, Milk Board Chairman, Mr J 
Ferguson, said that any decrease in the price of milk 

Toolijooa School Relocated 
In September, 1953, the former Toolijooa Public 

School was relocated to Gerringong to meet and 
accommodation crisis at Gerringong Public School. 

Kiama Tennis Club 
The new Kiama Town Tennis Club was formed in 

October, 1953, its office bearers being:- President, 
Mr N Cantrill; Vice-presidents Messrs RR Smith 
and E Sebbens; Treasurer Mr R Quiggan; Secretary 
Mr F Griffiths; Assistant Secretary Miss B Perrott; 
and Committee Messrs P Tall, C Smylie, G Cook, R 
Wood, W Lay and Mrs Lay. The Junior Prefects, 
appointed to supervise play of the juniors, were Mr 
G Mackie and Mr P McDonald. 

Under the new 
ruling, a one-third 
pint of milk would 
be supplied to each 
child, on each 
school day. 


























