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'Shed' Homes, Oslo Lunch 
Werri Beach Wrangle 

Over 'Shed' Homes 
Neighbourhood relations at 

Werri Beach took a downturn in 
November, 1943, when Gerringong 
Council received a deputation from 
residents protesting the number of 
garages and sheds being built as 
residences in the locality. 

Messrs G Culham and R Cooke 
spoke in support of a petition from 
various residents of Werri Beach 
who claimed that such dwellings 
were "lowering the standard of the 
area", 

"Mr Culham said that some few 
years ago, they got a good type of 
camper at Werri, and land was sell­
ing well. Then, later on, people came 
along and put up garages and 
shacks which they used as 
dwellings .. . Places were also being 
built without Council's sanction ... 
The other residents here wanted to 
retain the dignity of the place. 
Garages with no conveniences were 
being let for good rentals as week­
enders, and the natural beauty of 
the beach was being spoilt. The 
whole atmosphere of the place was 
deteriorating. Rabbits were being 
cleaned under the pump, also wash­
ing and rubbish left all over the 
place." 

Kiama IndependentlReporter 
November 17,1943 

Mr Cooke added that some of the 
residents had put hundreds of 
pounds into their properties and did 
not think it fair to have these 
"depreciated by tin shacks put up 
alongside". 

He added that he had visited 
every camping area down to the 
Victorian border and in no other 
place had he seen such "Rafferty's 
Rules". 

Mayor, Ald HE Cooke said that 
the problems arose when people 
made "all sorts of promises" that 
they would build a cottage as soon 
as they finished the shed, but never 
got around to it. 

Ald JRM Miller added that, nev­
ertheless, permission had never 
been given by council for garages 
and sheds to be used as dwellings, 
or for sub-letting. 

The Mayor said that the council 
would do "the best they could. They 
would contact the owner of the sub­
division and also investigate the 
powers council possessed in this 
matter". 

Seven Mile Beach 
Camping Area 

After "many years of worry for the 
Council and inconvenience for 
campers", Gerringong Council 
announced in November, 1946, that 
work would commence as soon as 

WELCOME TO 

possible on the construction of a 
new camping area on the south side 
of Crooked River. 

The decision to establish the park 
south of the river was influenced by 
the location of a spear point pump 
known as "Arnott's bore" which was 
still operating successfully. 

Council had paid as much as £30 
a year just to provide water for the 
campers on a small reserve at 
Gerroa and aldermen sought a solu­
tion to the problem. 

It was agreed following a council 
inspection that half an acre would 
be cleared on the eastern side of the 
highway and south of the bridge for 
a small camping area and two brick 
lavatories and shower rooms. 

The camping ground was com­
pleted in time for an inspection by 
the Minister for Public Works and 
Local Government, Mr J Cahill, 
who was in town to officially open 
the new Gerringong Town Hall in 
November, 1948. 

So impressed was the minister by 
the facilities that he announced an 
additional grant of £1000 for 
improvements to the recently 
established camping area. 

Minnamurra's New Year 
Celebrations 

Minnamurra might have been a 
quiet little community, but the 
township had a reputation for ush­
ering in the New Year in style. 

The New Year of 1947 was cele­
brated with a show held in front of 
Mr Wilson's store, the audience of 
1000 to 1200 no doubt swelled by 
local campers and tourists. 

The show, which was financed by 
Mr Wilson and compered by Mr 
Clegg, included a fancy dress 
parade and beach girl parade. Miss 
E Hansen of Epping was announced 
"Miss Minnamurra for 1947", 
receiving a silver cup, sash and 
cash prize for her win. 

For fancy dress, the Most 
Original prizes were won by Miss G 
Baird (Bushell's Tea), Miss V 
Stewart (Peter's Ice Cream), Mr I 
Medley (Archbishop), and Mr B 
Medley (McNiven's Ice Cream). 
Prizes for the Most Comical cos­
tumes were won by Miss I Jones 
(clown), Mrs G Stewart (Danny 
Boy), Mr G Stewart (tiger), and Mr 
R Taylor (Miss Bombo). 

Minnamurra Street 
Lighting 

Street lighting at Minnamurra 
was officially switched on by the 
Mayor, Ald W Holden, at 8.30pm on 
Friday, November 19,1948. 

The Kiama Municipal Band was 
there to celebrate the occasion, 
marching from the railway over­
head bridge in Charles Avenue to 

Loading hay at Alne Bank in 1941 are (from left) Bruce Winley, James Winley and Dennis Donovan. 
PHOTO: Bruce Winley Collection. 

"the Settlement". A special bus ser­
vice was put on to convey both the 
band and members of the public 
wanting to witness the event. 

Hartwell Subdivision 
In 1948, the subdivision of 

"Hartwell", Kiama, was surveyed 
and roads constructed and tarred. 
By the new year of 1949, pegs were 
installed by Kiama Council to mark 
out the various housing allotments. 
The auction sale of 50 blocks in the 
Hartwell subdivision was conduct­
ed by Messrs IN King and Son on 
Easter Saturday, 1949. 

The sale had "turned out better 
than most people had anticipated", 
specifically because local residents 
were able to obtain blocks at rea­
sonable prices and not the "fantas­
tic" sums that were predicted. 

In all, 42 blocks were sold, 30 to 
local buyers. The top price of £300 
was paid by Mr H Lucraft for a 
block overlooking Kendall's Beach. 
The lowest price was £60 for a block 
located "on the steep portion 
between the level road and the rifle 
range". 

Hartwell Homestead, which was 
also offered for sale, was passed in 
after failing to reach its reserve 
price. 

The highest bid was £3600. 

Kiarna Surf Club 
Clubhouse 

The building of a "fine new surf 
pavilion" was foreshadowed at a 
meeting of Kiama Council in 
February, 1940, when a report 
was received from architect, Mr 
JP Tate, to build new sanitary 
conveniences at Surf Beach. 

Mr Tate advised against build­
ing an isolated structure of this 
nature on the beach, suggesting 
that either a temporary or perma­
nent structure be built to form 
part of an "ultimate surf shed and 
pavilion, the conveniences to be 
built as the first unit". 

Ald Phillips said that he would 
like to see a "modern surf pavil­
ion, which would be a real asset to 
the town". He suggested that it 
include a refreshment room that 
could be let, also facilities for the 
hire of costumes, "a much felt 
want". 

Aldermen Lamb and Shepherd 
moved that temporary buildings 
be built on the southern fenceline, 
with a permanent septic tank sys-

tern. But Ald Batty opposed the 
construction of a temporary 
building. 

"That has been the trouble with 
this town for years past. It has 
been temporary everything all the 
time," he said. The Mayor agreed 
saying that "temporary somehow 
had a habit of becoming perma­
nent". 

The clerk, Mr Lyons, said that 
considering what a temporary 
structure would cost, it might be 
wise to build a permanent club­
house. The motion for a tempo­
rary shed, however, was carried. 

Examinations were conducted 
by the club in March, 1942, with 
Bronze Medallions being award­
ed to: Hector Larson, Albert 
Weston, William Wiggins, Roy 
McDonald, Robert Scott, 
Raymond Stead and William 
Burton. Qualifying Certificates 
were presented to Alan Royston, 
Colin Wiggins and Edward 
Bennett. 

Kiama Christian 
Fellowship 

Better Nutrition with The Oslo Lunch 
The nutritional value of children's lunch­

es came under the microscope in October, 
1943, when a representative of the 
Education Department, Mrs Gordon 
Donkin, addressed a meeting of 15 ladies at 
Kiama Public School on the "Oslo Lunch". 

and was soon to be introduced at 
Wollongong. The Lunch cost six pence and 
consisted of a glass of milk, roll, fruit, and 
cake or toffee. 

cerned with the fact that - in this time of 
war - a video was being shown which 
praised the diets of the Japanese and 
Italians as compared with the Australians. 
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The Government had been greatly wor­
ried over the "dietetics" and health of 
Australian school children, realising that 
physical education was as important as 
mental, and that "a sound mind functioned 
best in a sound body". 

The average lunch bought by a child con­
sisted of "a meat pie and a bottle of fizz 
drink", according to the Government, "none 
of which had much food value". 

In the Scandinavian countries which had 
adopted a diet known as the Oslo Lunch, 
children were· found to have considerably 
improved height and weight. There, the 
Government had run canteen services and 
it was hoped that , after the war, the same 
would be established in Australia. 

In the meantime, the community was 
asked to prepare for the introduction ofthe 
Oslo Lunch to local schools, as had already 
been done at Port Kembla and Moss Vale 

Lunchtime "Prejudices" 
Mrs Donkin said that there were "many 

prejudices" which had to be broken down 
before a healthy lunch was introduced. She 
said that while many children's diets con­
tained "foundation foods" such as bread, 
milk and cheese, "there was no need for so 
much meat and cereals, as were ordinarily 
eaten". 

She said that, at Moss Vale, two women 
went on canteen duty at 1l.30am, giving 
them ample time to prepare the children's 
lunches by 12.30pm lunchtime. "In fact it 
had been found that two people could pre­
pare an Oslo lunch in half an hour for 
between 70 and 100 child ren". 

A Kiama committee of management was 
established to investigate the introduction 
of the Oslo Lunch system, it including; 
Mesdames Walton, Jenkins, Gale, Tongue, 
Bloomfield and Prott. 

A meeting was held the following week 
,when those present seemed more con-

When someone raised the problem of the 
glass milk cups being broken, the 
Principal, Mr Bloomfield, said that as most 
of the mugs were made in Japan, to break a 
glass would be "patriotic" a~ it would have 
to be replaced by a cup made in Australia. 

When the question of obtaining a supply 
of milk was raised, it was suggested the 
school buy a couple of cows and graze them 
in the schoolyard. 

The matter became side-tracked when 
someone suggested that goats' milk was 
richer than cows' milk and a debate 
ensued. Oddly enough, progress was still 
made and work was begun on canvassing 
parents for canteen duty. 

The system was up and running by the 
new school year of 1944, the canteen roster 
being published in the Independent. The 
ladies were .advised that "cuttzng up and 
preparing" was done in the school shed at 
10 o'clock each morning. 
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World War 111939-45 
Red Cross Launches 

Into Action 
As with the Great War, the 

announcement of WWII launched 
the Red Cross into frenetic activi­
ty as it worked to support 
Australia's troops. An immediate 
call for material was sent out and, 
by March, 1940, the movement 
announced that a large shipment 
was ready to send to Red Cross 
headquarters. 

This included eight pairs of 
pyjamas, 23 pillow cases, 20 pairs 
of socks, four tidy bags, one hot 
water bag cover and some old 
linen for bandages. Pending per­
mission from Kiama Council, a 
room in the council chambers was 
to be used on the second and 
fourth Thursday of each month to 
distribute garments. 

Three little girls from 
Minnamurra warmed the hearts 
of many when they joined the 
fundraising effort in June, 1940. 
The girls, Kathie and Betty 
Anderson and Betty Oates, 
staged a play, Red Riding Hood, in 
a garage. Admission was three­
pence while a total of 25 shillings 
was raised. 

"When even the youngsters will 
do their bit like this, the national 
spirit and war effort can never 
fail. " 

Kiamalndependent 
June 15, 1940 

Farewells 
Various send-offs were held 

throughout the Kiama district 
during "Christmas week", 1939, 
when local men were farewelled 
for service with the Second AIF. 

Jamberoo 
At Jamberoo, Messrs D 

Murray, A Gunn, H Russell and C 
Goodworth were farewelled with 
a dance at the School of Arts Hall. 
Of the four, Mr Murray was the 
only one able to attend, he being 
presented with a wristlet watch 
by J amberoo Mayor, Ald JV 
Edwards, as a mark of the com­
munity's gratitude. 

Ald Lin Fredericks wished Mr 
Murray well, saying that "the 
future destiny of Australia would 
be worked out on the other side of 
the world". Mr PW Sykes, 
President of the Jamberoo branch 
of the RSL, presented Mr Murray 
with an envelope containing 
"spending money". 

Messrs AJ Boxsell and CG 
McGlinchey officiated as MCs for 
the dance, Mr Sykes was the tick­
et seller and Messrs E Warby and 
JO Sproule doorkeepers. 

Kiama 
A function was held at the 

Kiama Council Chambers when 
Messrs Thby Alexander, A 
Meredith, D Gardiner, AG Smith, 
Gordon Miller and Ray Weir were 
presented with parcels containing 
razors, pyjamas, socks etc by 
Kiama Mayor, Ald CS Boyd. 

At an evening service held at 
Christ Church, Mr Weir was also 
presented with a wristlet watch, 
sleeping pillow and a "roll of 
notes" by the parishioners. 

Gerringong 
A social was held in the School 

of Arts when a large attendance 
farewelled Messrs Eric Johnston, 
Jack Maynes, George Martin, 
Thm Smith, Reg Stevenson and 
Claude Stuart who were present­
ed with chromium nickel wristlet 
watches, a "housewife outfit" and 
socks from the Red Cross. 

"The stage decorations, which 
had been carried out by Mrs WY 
Mitchell and Miss D Love, were 
very effective with draped flags, 
surmounted by a huge rising sun 
and horseshoe ... The Mayor, AId 
HE Cooke, made presentations, 
wishing the men Godspeed and a 
happy and safe return. His 
Worship's remarks were endorsed 
by the Revs D Davies and WT 
Hooker, Mr WA Watts, Lieut 
Hedley Chittick, AId MJ Walker, 
Mr Stan Miller and Mr J Cope on 
behalf of the various churches and 
district organisations. Mrs TW 
Johnson also spoke on behalf of 
the women of the district, wishing 
the boys bon voyage." 

Two members of the 16th 
Division of the Second AIF, 
Privates Eric Johnstone of Rose 
Valley and G Martin, of Werri 
Beach, were entertained by the 
parishioners of St George's 
Church before their departure. 

Patriotic Carnival 
Kiama's first fundraising effort 

for the Patriotic and War Fund 
was a carnival/fete held on Aus­
tralia Day, 1940, in Coronation 
Park, Surf Beach. "The big mar­
quee was devoted to the refresh­
ments department, run by the 
CWA, and the tables were beauti­
fully decorated with blooms of 
every kind ... The various stalls 
were all gaily decorated with 
patriotic colour schemes, greenery 
and streamers and made a most 
attractive setting indeed .... At the 
Convent School Ladies' Commi­
ttee stall, novelties of all descrip­
tions were to be had, and the kid­
dies had a great time as they made 

their purchases of balloons, 
masks, whistles and other novel­
ties ... The Red Cross ladies had 
charge of the hoopla and during 
the afternoon and night proved a 
great drawcard. The big attrac­
tion here was the £5 note that 
tempted everybody to have a try. 
Although many had a try, at a late 
hour announcements over the air 
still stated it was there to be won. 
The soft drinks and ice cream stall 
did a roaring trade." 

Kiama Indep/Reporter 
January 31,1940 

7th AIF Division 
In May, 1940, an advertisement 

appeared in the Independent call­
ing for 11,000 men to volunteer 
for the new 7th Division of the 
AIF. Specifications for height and 
weight limits and standards of 
health were set. 

Ladies' Militia Auxiliary 
The Kiama Ladies' Militia 

Auxiliary was formed in June, 
1938, and celebrated its second 
birthday with a party in the Drill 
Hall. For several weeks a band of 
workers, under the guidance of 
Mrs RW Walker (President), and 
Miss Beryl Jarratt (Secretary), 
had been organising the celebra­
tion. 

"Purple and green streamers, 
the colours of the 34th Battalion, 
were in profusion, the building 
being transformed ... Music for the 
dancing was supplied by Mrs 
Dawes (piano) and W Raftery 
(drums) and was much appreciat­
ed by the large gathering. Extras 
were contributed by Mrs W 
Walker, CSM Keith Kates, and Cpl 
AS McGregor officiated as 
Masters of Ceremonies. " 

Kiama Independent 
June 15, 1940 

Petrol Rationing 
Petrol rationing was intro­

duced to the nation in 1940, it 
having a great effect on not only 
travel, but the local economy. 

When, in August 1940, the 
NRMA wrote to Kiama Council, 
asking it to renew its advertise­
ment in its Thurist Guide, Ald 
Lockett argued against the idea, 
saying that, with petrol rationing 
in force, "long-distance motor 
travelling would be impossible". 
The advertisement was placed 
anyway, council saying that rail 
transport was still available, and 
it should do its best to compete 
with the Blue Mountains for the 
tourism market. 

Kiama lads in training 

Pictured during manoeuvres at a military training camp at Parra'!"atta in 1938 are (from left) 
Kiama men Doug Carson, Alan Wiggins, Nesbit Carson, unknown, Rwhard Ruse and Len Holz; 

PHOTO: Geoff Honey Collection. 

Lieut Toby Alexander, AIF. Gordon Miller, AIF. 

Mates die on warfront 
As Toby Alexander and Gordon 

Miller lined up at a civic reception at 
Kiama Council in December, 1939, 
smiling graciously as Kiama Mayor, 
Ald CS Boyd, presented them with a 
parcel of home comforts, they must 
have wondered for all the world 
what fate lay ahead of them. 

Lt Ernest 'Toby' Alexander, 23, 
was about to leave for overseas ser­
vice with the Second AIF. The eldest 
son of Mr and Mrs Ossie Alexander, 
of Eureka, Bombo, Thby was "a 
young man with a natural aptitude 
and tremendous enthusiasm for mil­
itary affairs" (KI 3.1.40). From the 
beginning he had been marked for 
success, his nickname coming from 
his grandmother's first cousin, Sir 
Edmund 'Toby' Barton, Australia's 
first Prime Minister. 

Gordon, the son of newly retired 
Kiama Pilots' Station master, Mr 
Robert Miller, was to travel with 
him, later becoming Lt Alexander's 
Batman (personal assistant). 

Both men were treated to many 
farewells before their final depar­
ture. Thirty members of Kiama Rifle 
Club gathered at the Brighton Hotel 
on December 28, 1939, to bid "au 
revoir" to their club mate, Toby. 

Club Secretary, Mr CR Andrew, 
proposed a toast to their guest who 
was "one of the best liked members of 
the club". They congratulated him 
on receiving his commission as a 
Lieutenant. But it was only to be 
expected, Toby had been "wrapped 
up in the Militia", joining the 
Wollongong unit when it formed. 

When the Kiama unit was formed, 
he joined up with them and gave 
everyone the benefit of his training 

and experience. From a Sergeant in 
the Militia he had gone into the 
Second AIF as a Lieutenant, which 
was "a big advancement, and one 
which had been gained purely on his 
merits." 

Mr Andrew referred to Thby's 
prowess with the rifle saying that, 
"even when he was only a lad in short 
trousers, he was able to get his 48s 
and 49s off the rifle and was always 
up amongst the topnotchers". 

Lt Alexander was sent abroad 
with the first contingent and his 
ability shown during training in 
Palestine was such that he was 
asked to undertake a special staff 
course with the British Army. But, 
"characteristically", he refused to 
leave the Battalion which he helped 
to train to efficiency. 

Thby and Gordon fought for their­
country for twelve months before 
they were killed during an encamp­
ment at Bardia, North Africa. A 
bombing raid killed Gordon instant­
ly while Toby later died of his 
injuries. It is believed the two 
Kiama mates were killed by the 
same shell. The news was conveyed 
to Toby's parents by the Minister for 
the Army on January 14,1941. 

"It was inevitable that Toby should 
have been in the forefront of action 
when it came, and no-one who knew 
him could doubt that he would have 
wished anything else. He was born a 
soldier, one who had been ... undoubt­
edly destined for high command. But 
the fortunes of war, which he faced 
cheerfully, even with enthusiasm, 
decreed otherwise. " 

KiamaIndependent 
January 15, 1941 
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1 - 1939-45 
main point of discussion was the 
clearing of tracks, which could be 
used for the evacuation of the live­
stock and/or the population. "There is 
no good running about trying to clear 
tracks once the enemy was right 
among us," Mr Fredericks said. He 
added that the evacuation policy of 
cattle was not altogether designed to 
save them, but to prevent them from 
falling into enemy hands. 
The meeting ultimately supported 
the track clearing proposal, con­
tributing £10 towards the 
Government's costs. 
Further advice to hand from the 
Government in March, 1942, 
instructed that stud animals were to 
be evacuated "at the very earliest 
moment" together with animals of 
stud herds. 
Those farmers who did not carry out 
these instructions voluntarily would 
be forced to comply. 

National Security Act 
Under the National Security Act of 
1939-40, all citizens of German, 
Italian and Japanese heritage were 
deemed "enemy aliens", regardless of 
whether they had been naturalised as 
Australians. As of January 28, 1942, 
these people were required to report 
once a week to the nearest Aliens 
Registration Officer in their home 
district. 

in Jerusalem 
While the aim of the act was to main­
tain national security, the "aliens" 
became relative prisoners in their 
own homes, prevented from travel­
ling anywhere and having the finger 
of suspicion pointed in their direction. 
Within days, cards for the compulsory 
registration of every Australia citizen 

photo call in front of the Mosque ofOmar, Jerusalem, 
in 1943. 
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ments, a Citizens' Evacuation Committee was 
formed, it comprising the mayor, deputy Mayor, 
town clerk, Rev D Davies, Mr WA Watts, and 
teachers at the five schools of the Gerringong dis­
trict, with the power to add to their numbers. Ald 
CT Hindmarsh was appointed Deputy Chief 
Warden ofthe municipality. 

At a meeting of the Illawarra District Council 
of the Primary Producers' Union held at Berry 
the same month, members discussed the subject 
of cattle evacuation in the event of an invasion 
and the idea of clearing tracks across the moun­
tains. In addressing the meeting, the Hon AN 
Binks MLC, said that this was possibly the most 
serious question the Union ever had to discuss. 

Mr Binks said that, without having an idea of 
which direction the enemy might invade, it was 
difficult to devise an evacuation plan. He also 
supported the idea of farmers relocating their 
herds over the mountains as opposed to holding 
their ground and fighting off the enemy. 

Mr HG Fraser, of Shellharbour, said that the 
idea of evacuation was "a mistake". When it was 
pointed out that half the cattle would die within 
two weeks of being herded over the mountains, he 
reasoned, "Why annihilate the industry? Why run 
away and leave everything to the enemy?" 

Mr AL Fredericks, of Jamberoo, said that the 

aged between 16 and 65 were distrib­
uted throughout the country. People had only two 
weeks in which to register and it was the duty of 
every person to carry his card at all times for 
identification purposes. 

Air Raid P r ecaut ions 
A large gathering attended the Antrim Theatre 

in March, 1942, to hear an "interesting and 
instructive address" on air raid precautions deliv­
ered by Mr R Griffin, an instructional staffmem­
ber ofthe National Emergency Services. 

Members of all branches of the NES gathered 
at the Council Chambers before marching to the 
theatre with their stretchers and equipment. The 
large numbers on parade showed "what a big pro­
portion of the population here is already engaged 
in civil defence work". 

In his opening address, Mr Griffin said it 
should be remembered that the purpose of many 
air raids were simply to destroy civilian 
morale. He said that before the current war, it was 
considered that battles were fought by trained 
soldiers against trained soldiers. "But today there 
is some truth in the saying that the safest place for 
a person to be was in the army, "he said. He added, 
however, that "our civilian morale was 
Australia's greatest asset". 

Mr Griffin then proceeded with a lecture on 
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three main topics, high explosive bombs, incendi­
ary bombs and gas attacks. 

"It was an error to think that this climate in this 
country was not propitious for gas attacks. 
Between dusk and dawn, gas would stay on and 
near the ground, and do its job. The Japanese 
would undoubtedly use gas when it suited 
them ... Using graphic blackboard drawings, Mr 
Griffin dealt with HE and anti·personnel bombs, 
the latter often being known as 'daisy cutters'. To 
escape the effects of the former, it was often alright 
to lie in a gutter or ditch, but with the latter, this 
might be dangerous and if wounding were 
inevitable, it was better to keep standing, when the 
legs would be the only portion of the body to be 
harmed." 

Kiama IndependentlReporter 
March 25, 1942 

Trench Digging Starts In 
Local Playgrounds 

Trench digging was begun in local schools in 
March, 1942, the local volunteers being told that 
"blistered hands and stiff backs" were nothing 
compared with the compromised safety of local 
school children, should an air raid occur. 

At Kiama, the work started on March 21, with 
up to 30 men engaged digging trenches while the 
women worked to render the windows shatter­
proof, serving morning and afternoon tea in 
between. Altogether, 36 sections oftrenches were 
dug over a period oftwo days, each about ten feet 
in length. More trenches were to be dug the fol­
lowing weekend. 

The men who dug trenches were:-
Messrs H Chin, R Henderson, James, Rev Dr 

Collocott, F Jones, A Jones, FE Palin, H Lyons, 
CW King, RJ Jenkins, J and H George, A 
Fretwell, Gunning, AJ Scott, C Walton, PJ Gale, 
M Carnage, W Longbottom, A Yule, Larsen sen 
and jun, A Piercey, R Townend, J Richardson, H 
Tidmarsh, E Millet, W Boyce, WG Walker, R 
Little, E Filmer, C Griffiths, AJ Partell, Aiken, F 
Wilson, TR Kirkpatrick, FA Smith, C Emerton, H 
Prott, NE Hindmarsh, P Tarbert, R Warren, FJ 
Hannigan, G Emerton, J Carson, N Hindmarsh, 
R White, H Campbell and McKenzie. 

Workers on the shatterproofing of windows 
were: Mesdames Holman, Chin, Smith, Weston, 
M Graham, James, Barrett, G Richardson, Gale, 
Burton, A Scott, also Mr George Richardson and 
Betty Scott. 

At the Kiama Convent School, good work was 
also done, the digging of the trenches being prac­
tically completed and the job of lining them being 
in progress. A shelter for the nuns and the "tiny 
tots" had been built as well, while shatterproofmg 
was underway. 

Those who worked in the trench digging were: 
Messrs RJ Jenkins, Bennett, W Shanahan, G 

Gardner, J Warren, T McDonald, JP Marley, J 
Wall, WG Walker, J O'Connor, Parkinson, K 
Saunders, F McAuley, McAuliffe, J Flynn, A 
Piercey, Sylva, F Brown, F Ryan, R Smith, P 
Monaghan, J Sendt, J McDonald, J Simpson and 
Ken Shanahan. 

At Jamberoo, trench digging was begun the 
previous Saturday, two rows of zig-zag trenches 
being made sufficient to accommodate all the 
children enrolled. 

- Pvt Ken Sweet AIF -
Ken joined the 2nd 20th Infantry 
Battalian in 1942, aged 28 years. He 
was captured at Singapore by the 
Japanese and spent four years as a 
POW at Changi, building the 
Burma Railway. He died in 1996. 

- Corp Beryl Jarratt WAAAF­
Beryl had just finished a commer­
cial artist's course at Sydney 
Technical College when WWII was 
declared. She joined the Air Force 
as a Signalwoman in April, 1942, 
and spent the next three years at 
Laverton Air Force Base, Victoria, 
interpreting enemy morse code and 
guiding Allied planes in distress. 
80-year-old Beryl, now Mrs Oliver, 
today lives at Earlwood, Sydney. 

- Signalwoman Sadie Chin AWAS -
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World War II 1939-45 
Prisoners of War 

In September, 1943, updates were 
published on the welfare of local pris­
oners of war who were in Japanese 
hands after the Malayan campaign. 

It followed the arrival of post cards 
to relatives throughout Australia -
some from men already known to be 
prisoners, others being the first notifi­
cation received. 

Mrs Olga Harvison, of Jamberoo, 
who had been evacuated to Australia 
just prior to the fall of Singapore, was 
separated from her husband who had 
enlisted in the Malayan forces. She 
had not received word from him until 
September 14, 1943, when a post card 
arrived saying that he was a prisoner, 
unwounded and in good spirits. 

Mrs MJ Solway, of Jamberoo, 
received a similar post card from her 
son, Private AA Solway of the AIF. Mr 
Jack Sweet, of Kia rna, received the fol­
lowing card from his son, Private Ken 
Sweet AIF: "I am in good health and I 
hope that you are the same. We are get­
ting plenty to eat and are in very good 
quarters". 

His message arrived after a long 
period of anxiety, during which all that 
was known was that he had been post­
ed as officially missing. (On August 22, 
1945, just a week after the cessation of 
war, Private Sweet was reported alive 
in Siam.) 

A letter received by Mr and Mrs WC 
Lees, of Gerringong, from their son 
Cpl LR (Tod) Lees, was the first word 
they had received from him in 22 
months. 

DVR Reg Aiken AIF was the first 
prisoner of war to return to Kiama, 
this occurring on July 12, 1945, two 
months after Germany's surrender to 
the Allies. His return came after more 
than five years absence, four of which 
he had been a prisoner of war in 
German and Italian hands. 

"It was a great occasion for his rela­
tives and friends, some forty of whom 
gathered at the residence of his par­
ents, Mr and Mrs H Aiken, Shoalhaven 
Street, to give him a fitting welcome. 
Beautiful floral decorations in a patri­
otic scheme of red, white and blue 
greeted the guest of honour as he came 
home again after such a long and try­
ing absence, and he entered to the 
strains of'There's a Boy Coming Home 
On Leave'. In a new uniform, with the 
ribbon of the Africa Star, and his six 
service chevrons, Reg looked very fit 
and well, and the recuperative period 
in England and the long sea voyage 
had evidently done their work well ... 
Various toasts were honoured, and 
among other speakers, Messrs CW 
King and W Gemmill, Diggers of the 
last war, voiced the general sentiments 
of pleasure at Reg's safe return ... The 
presentation of a complete civilian out­
fit was made to Reg by members of his 

family, and it is to be hoped that it is 
not long before he is able to wear 
them ... Returned men are always reti­
cent about their war experiences, but in 
an informal yarn with Reg, some inter­
esting experiences were elicited. He 
was taken prisoner by the Italians in 
the first Libya show, and he and anoth­
er AIF man really owed the loss of their 
freedom to the fact that they refused to 
leave a badly wounded comrade. 
Conditions in Italian prisoner of war 
camps were not very satisfactory, the 
food problem being the worst, this for­
tunately being greatly alleviated by the 
excellent Red Cross parcel system." 

KiamaIndependent 
July 14,1945 

1945 Anzac Service 
Kiama's 1945 Anzac Day service 

was held on Sunday, April 29,just nine 
days prior to Germany's surrender to 
the Allies. 

Although, as the large crowd gath­
ered at the Oddfellows Hall to hear an 
address by returned serviceman and 
Acting Rector of Dapto, the Rev WP 
Hart, no-one knew just how much 
longer the war on the European front 
would last. 

The service began with a march 
from the Show ground to the Memorial 
Arch, played along by the Kiama 
Municipal Silver Band. 

Wreaths were laid by representa­
tives of organisations including the 
Junior Red Cross, Girl Guides, 
Returned Soldiers, Volunteer Defence 
Corps, Air Training Corps, and RAAF 
under Flying Officer Mr Lyons, before 
the Last Post was sounded by a "fan­
fare of cornets". 

Rev Hart, in his address, said that 
every war was a "crime", the current 
war having been "engineered by fiends 
incarnate, and was being fought by two 
nations of lunatics". He then asked 
some rather poignant questions of the 
gathering. 

"I wonder if the fact that the war has 
not touched us to so great an extent as 
it has in other countries, is going to be 
our great advantage. We are sitting 
here comfortably; we have had two 
good meals today, and we are reason­
ably certain of having another. We can 
go to bed tonight sure that we will not 
be disturbed by sirens giving warning 
of air raids and bombs. What real right 
have we to this peace and security? 
When there was a suggestion that the 
meat rationing might be cut down to 
feed the starving people in other coun­
tries, there was talk immediately by so 
many people that they could not possi­
bly reduce their meat consumption. My 
own people in England had to pool 
their meat coupons in order to get one 
good meal on a Sunday." 

Kiama Independent 
May 2, 1945 
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Easter in Jerusalem 
If there was an upside to war, 

international conflict at least 
afforded Australian troops sta­
tioned in Jerusalem an "unfor­
gettable" Easter experience in 
1940. 

"Attendance at church ser­
vices was not compulsory, but a 
large proportion of the men were 
present and it was obvious that 
they were conscious of their 
proximity to the actual scenes of 
a sacred story that had been 
their heritage and the back­
ground of their knowledge since 
early boyhood. These camp ser­
vices, with the military simplici­
ty, were in some respects as 
impressive as the manifesta-

tions of faith in the old City of 
Jerusalem itself Every man 
must have gazed across the fer­
tile plains to the blue Judean 
Hills and felt how brief is a 
man's span of years when it is 
measured against the centuries 
of history. In Jerusalem the day 
began early for the men on 
leave ... 

Perhaps the greatest number 
attended the Stations of the 
Cross which commenced at the 
Palace of Herod and ended at 
the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. As the men entered 
the Damascus Gate and poured 
through the winding streets to 
the Church of Ecce Homo, the 

transition from modern to bibli­
cal days could not fail to impress 
them ... The men assembled in a 
large courtyard and waited for 
the ceremony to commence. 
Bareheaded, with their hats 
looped on their shoulder straps, 
they presented a magnificent 
spectacle of bronzed fitness in 
contrast with the pale, bearded 
faces of the monks and priests in 
their grey and brown habits, 
dating back a thousand years." 

Kiama IndependentiReporter 
April 17 , 1940 

PHOTO: A scene from the 
courtyard of the Mosque of 
Omar, Jerusalem, during 
WWII. 

Letters from the Front 
A letter was sent home by 

Private Norman Harris, of the 
AIF, to his parents, Mr and Mrs 
Ernest Harris, of Jerrara, in 
March, 1943. Pte Harris, who was 
serving in New Guinea, said that 
he was happy and well and under­
taking a tour oflocal villages. 

A follow-up letter was pub­
lished in November, 1943, Private 
Harris reporting that he had 
come through "the Salamaua 
scrap without a scratch". 

tain carrying a heavy load, which 
necessitated him having to rest 
every ten minutes. He said that, if 
he lived to be 100, he would never 
forget the ascent. 

On leaving one village, he saw a 
"thrilling dogfight" between a 
number of Japanese bombers and 
some of the Allied fighters. 

"It took our planes about two 
minutes to get into position, and 
then they let the Japs have it," the 
Independent said. 

"There's no doubt 
about it, they are 

as cunning as 
foxes" 

"It was in this type of country 
that we met the Japs," he wrote. 
"There's no doubt about it, they 
are as cunning as foxes, and they 
even live in holes like them. 
Believe me, they take some rooting 
out. After many hair-raising expe­
riences, we finally got them out, 
and they went for their lives 
towards the coast, with us hot on 
their trail. " 

He said that he'd had a strenu­
ous climb over the Tambu moun-
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World War II 1939-45 
"GERMANY 

SURRENDERS 
Fighting In Europe Ceases 

After Nearly Six Years of War 
The long-awaited news of Germany's final 

Capitulation to the Allies was received yester­
day (Tuesday). The Unconditional surrender 
of all German fighting forces was signed at 
2.40am (London time) on Monday at Reims 
Schoolhouse, General Eisenhower's head­
quarters. 

Previously, the German Forces in Italy and 
Western Austria, numbering 1,000,000 men, 
had surrendered to Field Marshal Alexander 
on 2nd May, the day on which Marshal Stalin 
announced the fall of Berlin ... At the time of 
going to press, it was expected that Mr 
Churchill, President Truman and Marshal 
Stalin would simultaneously make official 
statements at llpm (AET) yesterday that all 
hostilities in Europe had concluded. 
Celebrations of the victory in Australia were to 
commence after the Acting Prime Minister, Mr 
Chifley, had made a similar announcement 
over Australian Broadcasting Stations fol­
lowing immediately after Mr Churchill's 
announcement. " 

Kiama IndependenUReporter 
May 9, 1945 

"VEDay" 
"VE Day" in the Kiama district, as else­

where, was celebrated on May 9, 1945, "in a 
spirit of profound thankfulness that the 
dreadful conflict which has devastated Great 
Britain and Europe is at an end". The celebra­
tions, which took the form oflocal thanksgiv­
ing services conducted by the local churches, 
were somewhat low-key, however, the towns­
folk bearing in mind that, with war still rag­
ing with the Japanese, "there is still ajob, and 
big job, to be done in the Pacific". 

"Regarding prisoners of war, perhaps this 
was the sphere in which the two ideas were 
best expressed. There are those whose sons, 
husbands or brothers have been prisoners in 
German hands, and even if they have not 
received definite news of them, still there is the 
great probability that they are now safe and 
before long will be on their way home. Others 
again whose menfolk are prisoners of the 
Japanese cannot share this joy, and they are 
indeed imbued with the realisation of the 
incomplete stage of the conflict. " 

Kiamalndependent 
May 12,1945 

Diggers' Clubroom 
In July, 1945, Gerringong Council 

announced its willingness to sell the 
Memorial Hall to the local branch of the RSL 
for use as a Diggers' clubroom. It followed a 
request from the RSL and occurred despite 
misgivings expressed by Gerringong Mayor, 
AId Gus Chittick, who said that the building 
had been built by public subscription and 
thus belonged to the people of the municipali­
ty. AId JRM Miller countered that the build-

BATHROOM AND KITCHEN 

ing had received little use from month to 
month and, "if it was going to benefit the sol­
diers and give them pleasure, he would say let 
them have it". The majority of council agreed. 

In August, 1945, at a special meeting of 
Council which was attended by members of 
the Gerringong RSL sub-branch, the council 
unanimously decided to transfer the hall and 
Council Chambers property to the League; 
the League to make a contribution of £250 to 
council to offset expenditure incurred by the 
Council in improving the Memorial Hall and 
building the Council office and chambers. 

"JAPAN 
SURRENDERS 
Six Year War Ended 

With the news received at 9am on 
Wednesday last (August 15, 1945) that Japan 
had accepted the ultimatum sent out from 
Potsdam by the Allied Nations, practically a 
six-year war period came to an end. The sur­
render terms are in the process of being 
signed ... The Japanese war had lasted nearly 
four years, this conflict having started with 
the treacherous attack on Pearl Harbour, 
Hawaii, in December, 1941. This brought the 
United States into the war. .. The Pacific war 
has been fought on very widely separated 
fronts, Malaya, Burma, the Philippines, 
Dutch East Indies, New Guinea, the 
Solomons, to name the chief areas, and at one 
time Australia itself was threatened ... The col­
lapse of Japan came somewhat suddenly after 
their first decisive rejection of the Potsdam 
demand for unconditional surrender, and 
their reversal of attitude was undoubtedly due 
to the use of the atomic bomb and the realisa­
tion of the dreadful and widespread devasta­
tion which even one of these had caused ... The 
world appeared to realise that the future use 
of this energy can mean only one of two things 
- either war and fratricidal strife must be 
abolished and peace and human fellowship 
come into their own; or else the whole world 
must inevitably perish in another conflict in 
which such a method of destruction might be 
employed." 

KiamaIndependent 
August 18,1945 

Victory Celebrations 
With the war now well and truly over, the 

residents of Kiama district celebrated in full 
strength, the "joyousness" being centred on 
the local school children who had just started 
school for the day. Reading the following 
account of the local celebrations provided a 
delightful picture of rural innocence. 

"Victory Celebrations A VE?ry Happy 
Occasion - ... The children poured out into the 
streets and formed 'crocodiles' all over the 
school flat and up the street. Gay paper caps 
and streamers, little {lags, rattles and hooters 
appeared from nowhere, and the noise was 
soon deafening. A number of people turned up 
their radios to the full, petrol tins and cans 
were kicked about the streets, or towed at the 

back of push bikes, and several buildings were 
soon sporting some bunting and flags. 

At the Clothing Mill in Manning Street, 
work was stopped almost as soon as it had 
started, and the forty or fifty girls made 
whoopee, singing, laughing and cheering, and 
all the wireless sets in this building were also 
turned on full. In next to no time shops were 
closed and people were out in the streets in 
large numbers, hardly anyone waiting to hear 
all the details over the air. 

All they wanted to know was that the war 
was over, that the news was really official, and 
that the two day's holiday had started ... The 
church bells commenced ringing almost 
immediately and according to what had been 
arranged, two hours after the news made 
eleven o'clock a convenient time. There were 
large congregations at all churches ... 

The Ambulance had got on the job early and 
went around with its siren sounding, to let 
people know who had perhaps missed the 
radio news. Then the fire engine was brought 
into service for the same job, and it soon 
turned out that it had a dual job to perform. 
Dozens of kiddies, to whom a fire engine is a 
perennial delight, found that there was a ride 
going, and driver Alec Scott found that he had 
to make several trips round town with his 
unusual 'brigade' on board. 

A load of yelling, cheering youngsters wav­
ing flags was certainly a novel sight for the 
fire engine in its staid, wartime khaki 
dress ... At the telephone exchange, also, the 

girls carried on and gallantly and good­
humouredly coped with the rush of calls, can­
celling appointments or making new arrange­
ments ... 

On the Showground, a very fine bonfire had 
been assembled, with loads of wood, old motor 
tyres, smothered with oil and petrol, and 
towards midnight this was another gathering 
point for the youngsters who stayed there for 
several hours, dancing and singing. The sec­
ond day was very quiet. Everyone was tired." 

KiamaIndependent 
August 18, 1945 

Jamberoo 
At Jamberoo, "the main item of noise when 

the glad news broke" was supplied by bells, 
although "the factory whistle blowing for 
some hours also did its best. The dinner bell 
from the hotel worked overtime for a while". 

Gerringong 
"Singing and cheering in the main streets" 

greeted the news at Gerringong and the 
school children immediately proceeded home 
again to celebrate with their family and 
neighbours. 

"The factory whistle was set blowing and all 
the milk cans were taken out of the lorries and 
trucks. They were of course too precious to be 
knocked about, so enthusiastic celebrants 
played leapfrog over them as the next best 
thing. Bunting appeared in the main street as 
if by magic, and an air of joyousness soon pre­
vailed everywhere." 

Members of the 2nd 101 Australian Transport Company are entrusted with the task of 
moving a bomb for the us Air Force in Port Moresby, New Guinea, in 1943. Note the 
chalked message on the bomb, 'To Tojo, with love'. PHOTO: Geoff Honey Collection. 

RESTORATIONS 
The Fallen, Wounded & Prisoners of War 

For those who have not lived through a 
period of war, it would be hard to imagine the 
absolute tragedy of picking up the local news­
paper and reading that yet another neigh­
bour, friend or former classmate had died. 

"Private Mark Hart - Killed In Action 
The sad news was received in Kiama on 
Saturday that Pte Mark Hart, of the AIF, had 
been killed in action, during the fighting in 
North Africa. He was the only son ofMr Mark 
Hart, formerly of Kiama and now of Harden, 
and the late Mrs Hart, and his only sister is 
Mrs C Mosckos, Kiama. Mark was of a bright, 
cheery and happy disposition, and endeared 
himself to all. Now at the early age of 25, he 
takes his place with the others of our towns­
men who have given their lives in this and pre­
vious wars for the cause of their country's free­
dom." 

'Previously missing, now presumed dead'. 
Sincere sympathy is extended to his parents, 
Mr and Mrs OG Sharpe, of Gerringong, and 
his brothers, Bruce and Cyril and sister Nona, 
who have indeed had an anxious time since 
Sergt Sharpe was first posted as missing in 
August last after being engaged in air opera­
tions over Europe. Lloyd Sharpe was 24 years 
of age and enlisted in the Air Force early in 
1941, completing his training in Canada and 
later going to Great Britain. He had passed 
through all stages of work for air crew and 
had graduated as Wireless Air Gunner with 
his promotion to Sergeant. Lloyd was a fine 
type of young man, very popular in the district, 
especially in sporting circles, in which he had 
taken a prominent part, being a keen cricketer 
and footballer. " 
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Of course, the suffering experienced by rel­
atives and friends would have been unimagin­
able. Many men and women from the Kiama 
district served their country during World 
War II. The following are but a few. 

"Private Ron Herbert 
Mr Frederick Herbert, Kiama, has been noti­
fied by the military authorities that his son, 
Pte Ronald Frederick Herbert, of the AIF, has 
been wounded in action. He was serving in the 
Middle East. Sympathy is expressed with the 
relatives in their time of anxiety." 

KI 7.11.42 
"Corporal SJ Monaghan 

Killed in Action 
His many friends here will learn with regret 
that Corporal SJ 'Paddy' Monaghan, of the 
AIF, has been killed in action on the North 
African front. Paddy was the younger brother 
of Flying Officer Ted Monaghan, RAAF, with 
whom he was in partnership in a garage in 
Kiama a few years ago. " ... 

KI 11.11.42 
"Lieut John Ottley - Died of Wounds 

Lieut John Ottley, AIF, has died of wounds 
received in action in North Africa. He was for­
merly in partnership with his brother, Darrell, 
(also a lieutenant in the AIF) in a sawmilling 
business at Bomba and while here made many 
friends who will be sorry indeed to hear of his 
passing. He is survived by Mrs Ottley and one 
son.'" 

KI 11.11.42 
"OBITUARY - Sergt Lloyd Sharpe 

An official RAAF casualty list issued last week 
cQntain~d tfte nam{! of S~rgt ~l.oyd {)harpe, 

KI 6.1.43 
"Sergt Les Pepper AlF 

The sad news came through yesterday 
(Friday) afternoon that Sergt Les Pepper, AIF, 
had been killed in action. It is believed that he 
was in Borneo. Very sincere sympathy is 
extended to his mother, Mrs Pepper, 
Shoalhaven Street, Kiama, his wife, brothers 
and sisters." 

KI 14.7.4p 
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World War II 1939-45 
Welcome Home Committee 

A Welcome Home Committee was formed 
in Kiama in early 1944, the first meeting 
being held in the Kiama Council Chambers in 
February. The purpose of the committee was, 
as the name suggested, to welcome home 
those local service men and women who had 
been discharged from duty. 

On this occasion, the committee was aware 
of 12 people who had returned and the deci­
sion was made to celebrate their homecoming 
with a dance at the Oddfellows Hall. 

The social was ultimately held on a cold 
winter's night on April 15, 1944. Kiama 
Mayor, Aid WR Holden, made presentations 
to Signal woman Sadie Chin, Sergeant Ray 
Weir, Private AE Bishop, Corporal Seldon 
Cocks, Major GP Watkins, Private WA 
McDonald, Private Tim Gannon, AC1 DT 
Evans and Private SE Edwards. 

In some cases, the presentations had to be 
made to relatives - Miss Edie Richardson for 
her brother, Dvr Jack Richardson; Mrs Ruse 
for her husband, Private Ron Ruse, and Mr 
RJ Wilson for his son, Cpl HD Wilson. 

Aid Holden said that there were 153 men 
and women on service from Kiama and simi­
lar welcome home functions would be held for 
each of them. 

Sergeant Weir thanked all those who had 
sent Canteen Orders, parcels and letters 
while he was away and those people who "car­
ried on so bravely while the menfolk were 
away fighting". 

He said that the troops had met many peo­
ple who had "no country and nothing to live 
for, and it was nice for the soldiers to realise 
that they had a home which was being kept 
going for them". 

Even prior to the cessation of war, the local 
servicemen and women were welcomed home 
- either for a period of leave or for good - and 
were always greeted with a heroes' greeting. 
This included a euchre party and dance at 
Gerringong in April, 1943, which received a 
special guest, Corporal Jac Cullen, who had 
returned home on leave. 

The Mayor, Aid MJ Walker, welcomed the 
young soldier home, congratulating him on 
the work done for his country. Mr Stan Miller 
extended a welcome on behalf of the 
Gerringong branch of the RSSAILA while Mr 

Sergeant Ray Weir. 

Gus Chittick expressed warm wishes on 
behalf of the Junior Farmers' Club, of which 
Cpl Cullen had been a hard working member. 

"Cpl Cullen in responding said he appreci­
ated the hearty welcome given to him and 
assured the gathering it was wonderful to be 
home after the experiences he had been 
through. He expressed his thanks to the 
Comforts Fund for the excellent parcels he 
had received whilst away, Mr JW Cullen 
expressed his sincere thanks for the manner in 
which his son had been welcomed home. He 
said it showed the excellent spirit of the 
Gerringong people." 

KiamaIndependent 
May 1,1943 

A happy gathering of70 friends and family 
formed at the New Brighton Hotel in 
November, 1945, to welcome home Flying 
Officer Charles King, RAAF. The proceedings 
were chaired by Dr BA Stephen while Mr FE 
Palin was toastmaster. 

"Their guest had gained his promotion on 
active service, and had had a brilliant career, 
having been the captain of a four-engined 
bomber, with the responsibility for the lives of 
himself and the highly trained and spe­
cialised crew ... He had been mentioned in dis­
patches and this had brought honour to all his 
friends." 

Kiama Independent 
November 3,1945 

This welcome was followed in March, 1946, 
by a Welcome Home Social which was held in 
the Antrim Theatre. The function was the 
eighth of its kind organised by the Kiama 
Welcome Home Committee. 

Those presented with certificates were: Pte 
CW Bailey, Dvr Beryl Boles, LAC HH Brown, 
Sgt VM Brown, Pte H Bryson, S.Sgt RR 
Burke, FO E Cocks, Dvr J Collins, ACW ME 
Creelman, FlO D Davies, FlO John East, WIO 
Basil Ettingshausen, Pte Max Evers, Gnr CW 
Griffiths, Capt W Hamer, Pte FA Hardy, Cpl 
Beryl Jarratt, Sgt Don Jenkins, Sgt HL King, 
Lieut RE King, F/Lt CW King, Sgt JR Long, 
Pte L Mabey, Sgt RP Medcalf, Pte G Millett, 
Pte Jean Mitchell, Sgt W Mitchell, Pte SC 
Nance, Pte H Nelson, Pte L Nelson, Pte W J 
Nicholls, Gnr WJ Queasley, Lieut WH 
Richardson, Cpl FR Ruse, Cpl AH Shepherd, 
Pte LJ Spinks, Sgt GL Sullivan, Pte Ken 
Sweet, LlSgt JC Simpson, Pte AJ Tuohy, Sgt 
NH Tully, S/Sgt RW Walker and Pte A Ziems. 

Jarratt's Orchestra entertained the gather­
ing, the large crowd partaking in the old 
dance and barn dance which developed into a 
marathon, lasting half an hour. 

A similar function was held at Gerringong 
in October, 1946, when local men were offi­
cially welcomed home at a gathering held in 
the Gerringong School of Arts. Mayor, Aid 
Gus Chittick presented certificates to the fol­
lowing returned personnel: 

AC Abbott, JM Agney, DJ Arkell, LW 
Barrett, SR Barrett, VM Barton, KJ Blake, 
CD Blow, DS Blow, RJ Blow, FR Bissaker, RH 
Buchanan, LJ Cady, AJ Campbell, RP 
Carroll, AL Carson, JA Cullen, JR Cronin, 
RE Davies, CR Emery, GH Emery, VJ 
English, RW Gallegos, Audrey Glenmill, 
Dawn Gemmill, Hilda Gemmill, JA Harding, 
MA Hayter, RS Hayter, Nancy Henry, CA 

Beatrice Everest 
Hindmarsh, JL Hindmarsh, LM 
Hockaday, RF Holman, IN Holman, R 
Jacobs, E Johnston, JK Johnson, W 
Johnston, D Jones, JH Knock, AR 
Lamb, LR Lees, NJ Love, Joyce 

Solicitor Well ham, RH Martin, WG Martin, JW 
Maynes, HB Metcalf, AIeen Miller, DL 

When the Australians took leave in the Middle East, this is where they stayed, King 
David's Hotel - otherwise known as the Australian Soldiers' Club. The club was 
destroyed shortly after the war by a bomb blast which killed 80 to 90 Allied troops. 

Miller, HN Miller, IG Miller, JA Miller, Ruth Christ Church Dedication 
Miller, SN Miller, WL Mitchell, JM Murphy; On March 19, 1949, a large gathering 

JV Murphy, I McGill, L McGregor, Lois assembled at Christ Church, Kiama, to wit­
McGregor, JW McInerney, KP McInerney, GV ness the dedication of a new wall and memor­
Neale, KT Neale, RG Neale, T Neale, PJ ial gates by the Archbishop of Sydney, the 
Noble, JC Norris, VP O'Sullivan, RN O'Keefe, Most Rev HWKMowll, DD. 
J Page, BE Parkhill, KJ Parkhill, PJ Rev Mowll gave an account ofthe post-war 
Parkhill, CL Parrish, OJ Parrish, WD Peck, S church work in Europe, saying that the 
Pottie, A Reynolds, AE Reynolds, JD Sharpe, German church had done "a wonderful job", 
NS Sharpe, LC Soley, Mavis Soley, AW Smith, obtaining huts from Sweden to replace the 
MG Smith, TE Smith, WF Smith, RG parish churches and obtaining hymn books 
Stephenson, CC Stuart, M Tammock, IJ and Bibles. He said that, at the Lambeth 
Thompson, M Tomlins, IA Walker, JR Conference where some 200 Bishops of the 
Watson, Patricia Wallace, CE Weir, GL Church had gathered, Princess Elizabeth 
Williams and WJM Foley. addressed the gathering, saying that the 

"Back To Civvy Street" 
In 1946, the Independent launched a ques­

tion/answer column called "Back To Civvy 
Street" which provided a forum for returned 
servicemen to have their concerns overcome. 

"Picking up the threads again is a chief dif­
ficulty for ex-servicemen and women when 
they get back to Civvy Street. In this column 
each week typical re-establishment and reha­
bilitation problems will be answered. 
Questions are invited and authoritative 
answers will be published. 

Q: I am a casual worker in the country. My 
work includes carrying out carpentry and 
joinery and plumbing repairs and concreting. 
Can I get £10 free gift of tools of trade? 

A: As your employment appears to cover sev­
eral sections of the one trade, it would be well 
to test your eligibility for a grant for 

"challenge of Christianity was greater than 
the challenge against Christianity". 

At the conclusion of the service, the 
Archbishop proceeded to the wall and dedi­
cated each panel to the Glory of God and in 
memory of the following: Susan Grey; Robert 
Harry Stevenson; Herbert Harry Hart, 
Louise Isabella Hart and Violet Francis Love; 
Henry Charles Lyons; Arthur Wand Rachel L 
Grey; PC Hughes; David E and Isabella Weir; 
and JWA Watkinson. 

The assemblage then went to the main 
gates which His Grace dedicated "in grateful 
memory of the men from this parish who, in 
defence of King and Country, laid down their 
lives on active service during World War II", 
they being: Messrs Ernest AIexander, Henry 
Coates, Norman Wood Hayter, Gordon Dalby 
Miller, Darrell Ottley, John Birdwood Ottley, 
Leslie George Pepper, Maurice Raymond 
Perry and Noel John Smith. 

tools by applying to your Repatriation 
Local Committee or to the Deputy 
Commissioner of Repatriation in the 
capital city of your state." 

Kiama IndependentiReporter 
November 13, 1946 

FROM YESTERYEAR 
TO TODAY 

We are happy to accept instructions in 
COMPENSATION CLAIMS for HMASKiama 

• Work Injuries 
• Motor Accidents 
• Public Liability 

As well as assisting you with all of 
your Conveyancing requirements at 

competitive prices. 

10 Tingira Crescent, Kiama 

PHONE 4232 3680 
Warning: The Workers Compensation Act provides 

severe penalties (fines and imprisonment) for the making 
of a false workers compensation claim. 

In February, 1944, Kiama was hon­
oured in having a corvette of the Royal 
Australian Navy named after the 
town. As part of the honour, the 
HMAS Kiama visited the town when a 
presentation was made of two orna­
mental plaques bearing the municipal 
coat of arms. These were to be 
installed on the ship "as a tangible 
link between the naval vessel and the 
town whose name she bears". 

At a civic reception, the visiting offi­
cer said that the naming of ships by 
the RAN was not done in any "haphaz­
ard fashion". He said that Kiama had 
been honoured partly because of the 
generosity of the Kiama people in 
their subscriptions to War Loans. 

This support continued into the war 
when local organisations sent "com-

forts" to the ship's crew. 
Local townsfolk were again able to 

inspect the vessel when, in February, 
1946, it pulled into Kiama Harbour for 
a week's stay on its way to Sydney for 
demobilisation. The official welcome 
to the ship's company was performed 
by Kiama Mayor, Aid WR Holden. Lt 
Commander Godden said that it was a 
tradition of the British Navy that once 
a name had been selected for a ship, 
that name was perpetuated. 

"While there was an Australian 
Navy of any size, there would always 
be a 'Kiama', " he said. He then made a 
presentation to the town oftwo moun­
tain guns which had been captured 
from the Japanese. "They still had 
their war paint on and were just as 
they were when captured". 

A.MITCHELL 
Still moving your family through the years 

Serving the South Coast since 1949 

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE 
REMOVAL SPECIALISTS 

'l1' 4232 1146 Fax 4232 3238 ~ g 
mitchells@shoal_net.au - 7 Marks Street, Kiama '" 
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The Flicks, Junior Farmers 
Bombo Empire Carnival 

An Empire Carnival was held at Bombo in 
May, 1940, under the auspices of the Bombo 
Mothers' Club. Despite the cold and "indus­
trial depression" which had "visited the neigh­
bourhood during the past six weeks", the day 
was a success. 

The function was held in aid of the Patriotic 
and War Fund and the Mothers' Club. The 
committee, with Mrs E Martin as President, 
Mrs V Hayward as secretary and Mrs B 
Sweet as treasurer, worked hard for the day's 
success. Bombo School headmaster, Mr LC 
Blades and Mrs Blades, together with Miss 
Richardson of the teaching staff, gave general 
assistance throughout the day. 

Those in charge of stalls were;- ice cream 
and soft drinks, Mrs B Sweet; hoopla, Mrs B 
Jenkins; novelties, Mrs E Martin; lollies, Mrs 
OJ Alexander; knockdown dolls, Mr A 
Martin; cakes and refreshments, Mrs A Bush; 
jumble stall, Mrs Blades; and dips, Mrs A 
Cook. 

A cooking competition was held in conjunc­
tion with the carnival, Mrs Blades proving 
one of the best cooks in the area when she 
took out first prize for best plain cake, plain 
sponge, cake with coffee or cocoa, mixed 
tartlets, iced sponge and rainbow cake. The 
categories she did not win - for best scones 
and marble cake - were won by Mrs Stokes. 

"Features of the day's entertainment were 
the maypole and dancing exhibition, carried 
out by the school pupils, Mesdames Hayward 
and Sweet trained the kiddies for the maypole 
and the exquisite dresses were all designed by 
Mrs Sweet, a most effective contribution to the 
attraction of the event." 

Kiama Independentl Reporter 
May 29, 1940 

KiamaCWA 
The Kiama branch of the CWA hosted the 

annual conference of the South Coast group of 
the CWA for the first time in June, 1940. 
Delegates were present from Wollongong to 
Bega to enable the various branches to "know 
what each other were doing". 

The conference opened with a civic recep­
tion held at the Kiama Council Chambers 
when Mayor, Ald CS Boyd, welcomed the del­
egates. Ald Boyd said that while the Kiama 
branch was considered the "baby" of the 
group, it had already justified its formation. 

"One of the Association's policies was the 
elimination of war, but unfortunately at the 

LOVEIPARKHILL - A wedding which ''creat­
ed much local interest" was celebrated at St 
Mary's Catholic Church, Gerringong, on 
February 3, 1940, between Miss Agnes 
Elizabeth 'Betty' Parkhill, eldest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs JW Parkhill, of Beach Lea, 
Gerringong, and Mr John Love, only son of 
Mr WE Love and the late Mrs Love of 
Nethervale, Kiama_ The bride "looked charm­
ing in a beautiful cut frock of white georgette 
over satin, with long sleeves pointed over the 
hands and trimmed with val lace. A lovely cut 
tulle veil surmounted by a coronet of orange 
blossoms formed the train, and she carried a 
bouquet of frangipanni, roses and maiden­
hair fern, which was made by Mrs Cecil 
(Betty) Abbott, a friend of the bride. The two 
bridesmaids, Miss Sheila Parkhill, sister of 
the bride, and Miss Nellie Love, sister of the 
bridegroom, were frocked alike in lettuce 
green sheer with matching picture hats of 
tulle, trimmed with dusty pink velvet ribbon 
and roses." Two flower girls, Maureen 
Parkhill and Nellie Bigland, were attired in 
dainty early Victorian frocks of dusty pink 
sheer. The bridegroom was attended by Mr 
William Parkhill as best man and Mr Jack 
Clark, of Robertson, cousin ofthe bridegroom. 
A reception followed for 40 guests at the 
School of Arts hall while the couple spent 
their honeymoon on a motor tour of the west­
ern districts. 

KiamaIndependent 
February 10, 1940 

*** *** *** 
PIKE/ADAMS - The wedding of "a popular 
young couple" took place at Christ Church, 
Kiama, on June 8, 1940, when Miss Mary 
Adams, only daughter of :(\1r and Mrs EJ 

present time the world was in the grip of a very 
serious international crisis and war. The 
women of Great Britain and the Empire had 
supported the idea of settling all problems by 
peaceful means, and it was no fault of theirs 
that this dreadful conflict had arisen. 
However, the Empire could, and would win, 
and when Germany was disposed of, peace 
would prevail again." 

KiamaIndependent 
June 29,1940 

The "Hotel Brighton" was "a blaze of lights" 
that evening when a welcome social was ten­
dered to the visiting delegates of the CWA. 
The ballroom was beautifully decorated with 
Chinese lanterns, multi-coloured streamers 
and flowers and was "indeed a pretty sight". 

The branch continued its fundraising 
efforts in September, 1940, when a baby 
show, jumble stall and "mannequin parade" 
was held in the Oddfellows' Hall. More than 
30 youngsters were entered in the baby show, 
some objecting to the attention "in no uncer­
tain terms", while others "assumed an 
appearance of indifference, almost boredom". 
A total of £17 was raised for the war effort. 

Gerringong CWA 
A Gerringong branch of the CWA was 

formed on September 26, 1946, following an 
"enthusiastic meeting of ladies" held in the 
School of Arts Hall. More than 100 ladies 
were present including Mrs Hatfield, 
President of the Wollondilly Group. 

Mrs TW Johnston, in addressing the gath­
ering, said that the Gerringong ladies had 
done excellent work during the war for the 
Red Cross and Comforts Fund and, now that 
the war was over, they "felt they should do 
something now for their own district by means 
of a CWA branch". 

Mrs Hatfield then addressed the meeting, 
saying that the CWA was doing much to 
assist country women and children by giving 
them better conditions and thus helping to 
"curb the drift to the city". She added that the 
branches were doing great work with regard 
to handicrafts, baby health centres and 
mountain and seaside holiday rest homes for 
country women. 

It was unanimously decided on the motion 
of Mesdames R Gallegos and WG Dodd that a 
Gerringong branch of the CWA be formed. 
The officers were then elected, they being; 
President, Mrs TW Johnston; Vice-presi­
dents, Mesdames Dodd, RE Cooke, GE 

Chittick and SN Sharpe; Secretary Miss Eva 
Walker; and Treasurer Mrs A Stebbing. 

1st Girl Guides 
The 1st Kiama Company of Girl Guides 

was formed on September 19, 1942, with Mrs 
Stephen as President, Mrs Harold Lyons 
Vice-president, Mrs Poole Secretary and Mrs 
Palin Treasurer. The first Captain was Miss 
G Pritchard, with the Misses Cope and Trapp 
as lieutenants. 

A good attendance was present at a service 
held at Christ Church on February 22, 1943, 
when two flags of the 1st Kiama Girl Guides 
were dedicated. The two flags were the Union 
Jack, given by the Kiama CWA, and the 
Guides' World Flag, donated by the local 
Guides Association. 

The day chosen was the anniversary of the 
birthday of the founder of the Scouts and 
Guides movement, the late Lord Baden­
Powell, and of his wife, who is Chief Guide. 

An "entertainment" was held in the Church 
of England Sunday School Hall in September, 
1943, to mark the first anniversary of the 
company. 

A feature of the day was the enrolment of 
six girls as Rangers in the 1st Kiama Ranger 
Company, they being Jean Walton, Norma 
McKinnon, Alva Evers, Gwen Capes, Zola 
Dawes and Joan Marley. 

PICTURE THEATRES 
Jamberoo 

A picture theatre was launched at 
Jamberoo on January 12, 1946, when Sun 
Pictures established a pictured show, com­
plete with "the most up-to-date machinery 
and new effects". Evening sessions were 
played for adults while a matinee session was 
provided for children. 

The opening program, which was officially 
opened by Jamberoo Mayor, Ald Lin 
Fredericks, featured Bob Hope in "Never Say 
Die" and Grace Allen in "The Gracie Allen 
Murder Case". Both were comedies which 
were guaranteed to keep patrons "in one roar 
of laughter all night". 

Gerringong 
Just three weeks after the opening of the 

new Gerringong Town Hall in November, 
1948, it was announced that Mr Leo Hunt 
would commence screening pictures on 
December 11. Mr Hunt's policy was to "give 
Gerringong patrons good quality and early 
release films". 

Weddings 
Adams ofYaven Creek, Adelong, and a former 
member of the teaching staff at the Kiama 
Public School, married Mr Colin James Pike, 
youngest son of Mrs SPike, ofKiama, and the 
late Mr J Pike. The bridegroom was on the 
electricity staff of the Kiama Municipal 
Council. The bride "looked charming in a 
white taffeta backed satin gown, with bustle 
bow and train. The cut tulle veil was held in 
place by a coronet of orange blossoms. Her 
bouquet was of sweet peas and tuber roses. 
Miss N Holloway, of Lismore, a friend of the 
bride, was bridesmaid, and she chose 
jacaranda blue taffeta, with picture hat and 
gloves to match ... Mr GL Lockett, of Kiama, 
was best man." A reception for 45 guests was 
held at the Hotel Brighton. The bride's going 
away outfit was a lupin blue ensemble with 
petunia accessories. 

*** *** *** 
EMERY; Mr and Mrs Edgar "Gerry" Emery 
were welcomed home by their friends at 
Gerroa in March, 1942, following their recent 
marriage. At a social evening held at Seven 
Mile Beach, Mr MJ Walker presented the cou­
ple with a kitchen clock and silver butter 
dish. Mr Walker's good wishes were endorsed 
by Messrs Graham, Miller, Hindmarsh, 
McNamara, Weir, Larter and R Walker. 

*** *** *** 
CRONINIHARDING - "A pretty wedding" 
was celebrated at St Marys Star of the Sea, 
Gerringong, on December 28, 1942, between 
Patricia Jean, daughter of Mr and Mrs P 
Cronin, of Gerringong and formerly of 
Canberra and Bowral, and John Alfred, son of 
Mr G Harding and the late Mrs Harding of 
Toolijooa. The bride was "dressed in off-white 
French crepe and wore an embraidere.d veiL 

mounted on tulle. She carried a shower bou­
quet offrangipanni. Miss Kath Bergin attend­
ed the bride as bridesmaid and Mrs Arthur 
Freebody was Matron of Honour. They wore 
frocks of pink and blue lace respectively and 
carried sheafs of gladioli and delphiniums. 
They wore tulle veils with topknots of pink 
carnations. Little Mary Quinn frocked in 
cream lace and carrying a basket of carna­
tions and delphiniums made a charming 
flower girl. Mr Ken Harding, brother of the 
bridegroom, acted as best man, whilst Mr 
Gerald O'Sullivan was the groomsman." The 
reception was held at the School of Arts 
where the guests were received by Mrs 
Cronin wearing a frock of navy crepe romaine 
with a spray of tuber roses and navy acces­
sories. She was assisted by Mrs WO Bergin, 
aunt of the bridegroom. Pride of place at the 
centre of the bridal table was a three-tiered 
wedding cake made by the bride's mother. 
The couple honeymooned at Katoomba. 

KiamaIndependent 
January 18, 1943 

*** *** *** 
BLOWIMAYO - St Georges Church of 
England, Gerringong, was the scene of a 
"pretty wedding" on September 30, 1944, 
when Daphne Nellie Mayo, only daughter of 
Mr and Mrs E Mayo, of Toolijooa, married 
Douglas St Clair Blow, elder son of Mr and 
Mrs TD Blow, of Foxground. The bride 
"looked charming in a frock of white silk lace 
over taffeta. She wore a beautiful tulle veil 
mounted with a coronet of orange blossoms 
and carried a bouquet of L!lhite stocks and aza­
leas and wore a blue pendant on her 
frock ... The bride was attended by two brides­
m.a.ids, Miss Gwen. Lattimore, cou~n.of the 

JUNIOR FARMERS 
Champion Junior Farmer 

In May, 1942, Henry Chittick of Jamberoo 
was announced the winner of the junior pota­
to-growing championship of Coastal NSW of 
the Junior Farmers' Club movement. The 
yield was more than 12 tons to the acre. 

Mr AJ Pinn, manager of the Wagga 
Experimental Farm, who officiated as judge, 
said that to obtain such a yield under abnor­
mally dry conditions spoke volumes for the 
attention the winner had given to the prepa­
ration of the soil and after-cultivation. 

He added that Australia required a big ton­
nage of potatoes for 1943, "and every farmer 
who can produce a crop of potatoes will be 
helping in the national effort". 

New Pavilion 
The Jamberoo Junior Farmers' Club annu­

al show in March, 1944, was an auspicious 
affair, it being opened by the Minister for 
Education, Mr EH Graham. Aside from 
attracting a tremendous 1500 entries, the 
show also saw the official opening of a new 
Showground Pavilion at the Jamberoo 
Recreation Ground by Mr Howard Fowles, 
MLA. 

George Cullen Address 
In July, 1945, well-known Junior Farmer of 

Foxground, Mr George Cullen, provided an 
interesting address at the recent Agricultural 
Bureau Conference at Hawkesbury College, 
which was broadcast over radio station 2SM, 
and which provided a first-hand account of 
the many benefits of being a Junior Farmer. 

"During the past 11 years it has been my 
good fortune to have had the opportunity of 
being a member of the Junior Farmers' Club, 
both as a project member and an executive 
officer of an Advisory Committee, that experi­
ence has taught me to appreciate fully just 
what excellent work this movement is doing 
for our young people in rural areas. Not only 
have we been taught to value good cattle, bet­
ter agriculture, scientific practices and pas­
ture improvement, but we have also learnt 
that the art of conducting meetings, public 
speaking and self expression tends to make us 
better citizens, and brings to us a sense of 
responsibility in the community - we acquire 
new outlooks, new contacts and appreciate a 
better way of life." 

Kiama IndependentlReporter 
July 25,1945 

bride, and Miss Jean Bryce, a friend of the 
bride ... The little flowergirl was Beverley 
Campbell, cousin of the bridegroom ... Mr 
Colin Blow, brother of the bridegroom, was 
the best man while Mr Bruce Mayo, brother of 
the bride, acted as groomsman. During the 
signing of the register, Miss Sylvia Walker 
sang 'I'll Walk Beside You'. Messrs Ron Mayo 
and Clive Emery acted as ushers at the 
church. The reception was held at the School 
of Arts where some fifty guests were received 
by the bride's mother." 

KiamaIndependent 
October 7,1944 

*** *** *** 
COOPERIMILNE - On December 29, 1946, a 
very pretty wedding took place at Scots 
Church, Kiama, between Mr William R 
Cooper and Miss Grace Ethel (Pidge) Milne, 
daughter of the late Mr and Mrs W Milne, of 
Euroma, Kiama. "The bride was given away 
by her brother, Clarrie Milne, and she looked 
very smart in a gown of teal blue romaine, 
trimmed with gold sequins, hat and acces­
sories to match and on her right shoulder she 
wore a small posy of pale pink carnations and 
blue delphiniums, and carried a pretty posy of 
frangipanni and pale pink carnations. She 
was attended by her cousin, Miss Molly 
Angus, as bridesmaid ... Mr Charlie Milne was 
best man ... After the ceremony the guests, 
numbering 60, adjourned to the CWA rooms 
where a very nice breakfast was served, Mrs 
Charlie Milne in a cream frock, acted as host­
ess and Mrs CD Fuller for Mr Cooper's mother 
who was unable to be present." The couple 
honeymooned in Melbourne. 

Kiama IndependentlReporter 
Januar), 9,-1946 
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MRS ISABELLA RUTLEDGE - Mrs Isabella 
Rutledge, wife of Mr Francis Rutledge, of 
Gerringong, died at the HJama District Hospital 
in April, 1940, aged 71 years. "The late Mrs 
Rutledge was held in high esteem in the dis­
trict ... She had lived a long and useful life, her 
chief interests being her home and family, and 
she made a wide circle of friends who will greatly 
miss her genial presence." Mrs Rutledge left her 
husband, three sons Arthur (Murwillumbah), 
Ernest (Lidcombe) and Leslie (Mayfield), and 
daughters Myrtle (Darling Point), Janie 
(Canowindra) and Grace (Gerringong). 

HJamaIndependent 
April 24, 1940 

*** *** *** 
MR JOHN RITCHIE MILLER - "Widespread 
district regret" was expressed at the passing of 
Mr JR Miller at his Gerringong residence, 
Wingewah, on May 14, 1940. He was aged 81. Mr 
Miller was "one of the best known men in 
Gerringong, universally beloved and respected 
for his integrity and charm of manner and dispo­
sition. Particularly notable was the strong fami­
ly affection, and his children have suffered in the 
passing of their father an irreparable loss ... The 
late Mr Miller was the son of the late William 
Miller and was born at Renfrew Park, 
Gerringong, the original homestead founded by 
his grandfather, Robert Miller, who arrived in 
Australia from Scotland in 1834. After his mar­
riage to Miss Margaret Bailey, daughter of the 
late William Bailey, he went to reside at 
Burrawang where he lived for nearly 30 years, 
engaged in farming ... he then returned to his 
native district and purchased the Wingewah 
property from the Berry Estate. Back in 
Gerringong he took a keen and helpful interest in 
district affairs and became a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Co-operative Dairy 
Society, and later Chairman, an office he held 
until his retirement some three years ago. He was 
also elected to the Municipal Council, and occu­
pied the Mayoral Chair." He left a wife and seven 
sons, Messrs JRM Miller, Toolijooa; William and 
George, Berry; Harry, Foxground; Hedley, Edgar 
and Raymond, Gerringong; and a daughter Jean 
(Mrs DG Campbell, ofFoxground). 

HJamaIndependent 
May 18, 1940 

*** *** *** 
SIR GEORGE WARBURTON FULLER - "One 
of Kiama's most brilliant sons", Sir George 
Fuller KCMG, died on July 22, 1940, at St 
Luke's Hospital, Sydney, aged 79. "He was one of 
a trio, the others being the late Sir William 
Cullen and Sir Joseph Carruthers, who had 
brought renown to their native district by their 
notable achievements in wider spheres ... Among 
the high offices held by Sir George were those of 
Premier of New South Wales and Agent General 
in London, and he was a great and popular fig· 
ure in State politics for many years. He had also 
been prominent in the Federal sphere, serving as 
Minister for Home Affairs and being in charge of 
the Bill which created the present capital at 
Canberra. Sir George Fuller was born at Kiama 
in January, 1861, the son of the late GL Fuller 
and was educated with his other distinguished 
companions mentioned above at the Kiama 
School. He later graduated at the Sydney 
University, was called to the Bar and entered pol­
itics at the age of 27, being elected to the State 
Parliament as a member for Kiama. For 13 
years, from 1901 to 1913, he represented 
Illawarra in the first Federal Parliament and in 
1915 re-entered State politics, and held the seat 
of Walland illy until 1928, when he was appoint­
ed Agent General for New South Wales in 
London. He had been Acting Premier in 1917. 
Premier in 1921, his tenure of office then only 
seven hours, being a record. From 1922 to 1925 
he led a Coalition ministry. He returned from 
London in 1931, and then retired from active pol­
itics." Sir George married Miss Ada HJng, of 
HJama, who survives him together with a son, 
Mr George Fuller, and daughter, Mrs Wharton. 

HJamaIndependent 
July 24, 1940 

*** *** *** 
MR HUGH ALEXANDER WEIR - Mr Hugh 
Weir died at his North Coast home on October 
13, 1942, aged 64. Mr Weir was born at Bush 
Bank, the youngest son of the late Mr David 
Weir. He married Alice, a daughter of the late 
PR Cooke, of Alstonville. She predeceased him 
in 1929. Some years later he married Ivy Evelyn, 
daughter of Mr Edward Stewart, of Kiama. He 
operated a successful auctioneering business on 
the North Coast while also being a keen support­
er ofthe Masonic Lodge. He was survived by his 
wife, a son Aubrey Robert, and two daughters 
Sister Eileen Weir (Royal South Sydney 
Hospital), and Miss Irene Weir, of Sydney. 

*** *** *** 
MRS AGNES McGLINCHEY - "A representative 
of a very old and highly respected district family" 
died in the person of Mrs Agnes McGlinchey in 

Obituaries 
November, 1942, aged 74. "The late Mrs 
McGlinchey was a daughter of the late Mr and 
Mrs Gabriel Timbs, and was nom at Mount 
Terry, Albion Park. She married Mr Charles 
McGlinchey, who carried on farming at 
Jamberoo and later at Myree Hill. During her 
residence at Jamberoo, she identified herself 
with all social functions with the organisations 
in which her husband was interested, such as the 
School of Arts, Rifle Club and others, and was a 
very popular citizen and neighbour, always 
ready to assist any case of sickness or distress." 
Mrs McGlinchey was survived by two sons, 
Charles (Jamberoo), Theo (Murwillumbah), and 
three daughters Mary (Mrs F Hogan, 
Jamberoo), Lily (Mrs A Keeling, Pagewood), and 
Kathleen (Mrs S Kennedy, Wollongong). 

HJama Independent 
November, 1942 

*** *** *** 
MR FRANCIS RUTLEDGE Mr Francis 
Rutledge died in February, 1943, aged 78 years. 
Mr Rutledge was born at Mount Kembla before 
working on dairy farms in the Gerringong dis­
trict until he took on the position as mainte­
nance man on Gerringong Council. "Not taking 
much part in public affairs, he was a great home 
lover where he was very interested in gardening. 
He was well known and respected because of his 
cheery nature and kindly disposition." He was 
survived by three daughters Janie (Mrs Lee 
Canowindra), Myrtle, Grace (Gerringong), and 
four sons, Arthur, Leslie, Alan and Ernest. 

HJama IndependentlReporter 
March 3, 1943 

*** *** *** 
MRS MARGARET ANN NOBLE - Former 
Jamberoo Mayoress, Mrs Margaret Noble, died 
in April, 1943, aged 74. "Her passing leaves a 
gap in the older generation of residents of 
Jamberoo, as for many years she resided there, 
and took a helpful part in church and municipal 
affairs, especially during the period when she 
was Mayoress of the municipality. The late Mrs 
Noble was the daughter of old and respected dis­
trict residents, the late Mr and Mrs Robert 
Wilson, and married the late Joseph Noble, who 
was an alderman of council for many years ... Mr 
Noble predeceased his wife five years ago." She 
was survived by two sons, Messrs EJ and S 
Noble, of Jamberoo, and one daughter, Violet 
(Mrs GJ Alexander, ofHJama). 

HJama Independent 
April 14, 1943 

*** *** *** 
MR JOHN LINDSAY HARRIS - Prominent 
farmer and residence, Mr Lindsay Harris, died 
at his resident, Curramore, Jamberoo, in April, 
1943, aged 56 years. Mr Harris had been ill for 
some months and suffered great pain, "which he 
had borne stoically to the end". Mr Harris was 
the son of Mrs Harris and the late John Harris, 
and was born in the Richmond River district 
before coming to Jamberoo with his parents at 
the age of 11 months. He was a member of 
Jamberoo Council for several years, being dis­
tinguished for his keen study of the Local 
Government Act and Ordinances. He was the 
Senior Vice-president of the Jamberoo branch of 
the ALP and a member of the Electoral Council 
of Illawarra. "A keen debater, very outspoken in 
his opinions, he nevertheless made no enemies 
anywhere, as his cheery personality and ready 
smile made him popular even among those who 
differed from him politically." He married Miss 
Olivia Margaret Jorgenson, who survives him, 
together with six sons, Ray, Leonard, Lyle, Birty 
(AlF), Noel and Roy, and two daughters Lorna 
(Mrs Gibson, Sydney), and Ruby (Mrs Osborne, 
Jamberoo). 

KiarnaIndependent 
April 17 , 1943 

*** *** *** 
MR ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER - A grand old 
gentleman, Mr Archibald Alexander, died at his 
home, Parkmount, HJama, in May 1943, aged 93 
years. Mr Alexander was born at Dromore, 
County Tyrone, Ireland, the son of the late Mr 
and Mrs James Alexander, and came to 
Australia with his parents 79 years ago. "Archie 
Alexander's first employment was as a carter at 
the store of the late GL Fuller, in the building 
now occupied by the ES&A Bank. He was later 
living at Dunmore and was engaged in drawing 
much of the material for the building of the 
Fuller homestead. He used to tell how he was the 
first man to cross the first bridge over 
Minnamurra River, in the early seventies, the 
previous traffic having all been by the ferry. 
TUrning his attention to farming, the late Mr 
Alexander was engaged on the Waughope Estate 
at Fountaindale, and after some time there he 
leased the Parkmount property from the late 
William Colley. Then selling out his plant and 

'stock to his brother Frank, he went for a few years 
to Curramore. His industry and agricultural 
ability was rewarded by the purchase, first of 
Fairfield, and later of Parkmount, the property 

he had previously leased, and here he resided for 
the last 30 years of his life ... Mr Alexander mar­
ried Miss Fannie Maria Wilson, daughter of the 
late Mr and Mrs Thomas Wilson, of Pioneer 
Creek, and her death ten years ago was a great 
blow in the severance of a long and happy part­
nership." He was survived by five sons Archie 
(Parkmount, HJama), Samuel (Concord East), 
George (Fairfield, HJama), John (Jaspers 
Brush), and Ernest (Harris Park). 

HJama IndependentlReporter 
May 12, 1943 

*** *** *** 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM FRASER - Former HJama 
Pilot and Harbourmaster, Captain William 
Fraser, died in May, 1943, aged 84. "He was a 
man of friendly personality, cheery and good­
humoured, who always enjoyed a chat with his 
old friends. The late Captain Fraser was born in 
the Shetland Islands, Scotland, and came out to 
Australia with his brother, Robert, at the age of 
17 ... He succeeded the well-known Tom Tulloch, 
the first pilot here. In those days it was a busy life 
with plenty of ships coming and going, and the 
lighthouse on Blowhole Point and the harbour 
light at the pier to be attended to. These were at 
first lighted with oil, and later by gas. It was not 
until some time after Captain Fraser left that the 
present fixed automatic light came into 
vogue ... Another of Captain Fraser's works while 
here was the foundation of the Kiama Life 
Saving Brigade which functioned successfully 
for many years, at first operating with a mortar ' 
and cannonball, and later with the rocket appa­
ratus. He also planted all the trees on the 
Blowhole Point ... He had married Miss Christina 
Thompson, a girl from his own Shetland Islands, 
who came to Australia some eight years after 
himself She died only six months after he left 
Kiama." Captain Fraser was survived by three 
sons, William, Robert and Albert, and three 
daughters, Jean, Margaret (Mrs FC Jones, of 
Bombo) and Jean. He was predeceased by his 
brother, Robert, eight years earlier at the great 
age of91. 

HJama IndependentlReporter 
May 26, 1943 

*** *** *** 
MR JONAS PRICE - "An old and very well­
known district resident in the person ofMrJonas 
Price, of Manning Street, Kiama n died on May 
30, 1943, aged 81 years. "The late Mr Price was 
born at Jamberoo, the youngest son of the late Mr 
and Mrs Charles Price. His father had come out 
to Australia from Birmingham, the famous 
industrial city in England, and at one time had a 
very well-known racehorse which he called 
Brummagen after the colloquial term for 
Birmingham ... Mr Price had inherited the love of 
horses from his father, and the older generations 
will remember him as a prominent exhibitor of 
draught horses and bloodstock at Kiama and 
other shows, as the owner of various racehorses, 
including 'The Nigger', and as a registered book­
maker on the Sydney courses and in the district 
and also the old Eureka course, at Minnamurra. 
For a time, also, he owned a number of horses 
and carts that drew metal under contract from 
the quarries. He took a prominent and helpful 
part in the public affairs of Kiama, and was an 
alderman of the Municipal Council for many 
years, serving for nine terms as Mayor. He was 
also very keen on Masonic and Oddfellows work, 
and was a Grand Lodge Officer in both ... and 
held office as Worshipful Master for two years, 
1907 to 1909. He was President of the Kiama 
branch of the United Australia Party, a delegate 
to the Electoral Council, and for some years past 
had been the District Coroner. The late Jonas 
Price was the essence of good humour, his hearty 
laugh and happy disposition endearing him to a 
wide circle of friends ... Mr Price married Miss 
Rachel Miriam Coleman, of Kiama, who prede­
ceased him only a few months ago. His only sur­
viving relatives are nephews and nieces." 

HJama IndependentlReporter 
June 2,1943 

*** *** *** 
MR HENRY CHI'ITICK - Mr Henry Chittick, of 
Alne Bank, Gerringong, died in August, 1943, 
aged 82. Mr Chittick was born at County 
Fermanagh, Ireland, the son of the late Mr and 
Mrs Augustus Chittick, and came to Australia at 
the age of 19, making the slow trip on the 
Samuel Plimsoll. His father had died 14 years 
before and his mother brought the family, con­
sisting of six sons and two daughters, to 
Australia. Henry Chittick's first job was at 
Jenera Vale where he was employed on the 
homestead of the late John Somerville. After two 
years he moved to Renfrew Park at Gerringong. 
Three years later he married Miss Margaret 
Johnston, a member of an old family of Willow 
Vale. After a stay at Kangaloon for 12 months, 
they came to Jarnberoo and farmed on the 
Woodbrook property. He later bought the proper­
ty later known as Lemon Grove at Jerrara and 
lived there until 1913 when he purchased the old 

Hindmarsh homestead at Alne Bank. "Always a 
great judge of good cattle, the late Mr Chittick 
kept high-class stock all his life, and laid the 
foundation of the Alne Bank, Lemon Grove and 
Pines (Bolong) registered herds of pedigree dairy 
cattle now conducted by his three sons .. .for some 
years was a director of the Gerringong Co-opera­
tive Dairy Company, an office now held by his 
son, Mr GE Chittick. The late Mr Chittick was a 
real gentleman of the old school, kindly and cour­
teous, ever ready to help with advice and infor­
mation, proud of the progress he had made since 
coming to the land of his adoption. A farmer first 
and last, he had a wonderful knowledge of agri­
cultural matters." Mrs Chittick predeceased her 
husband by 38 years. He was survived by three 
sons, Charles (Jerrara), Gus (Gerringongl and 
Percy (Bolong), and two daughters, Jane (Mrs 
MJ Walker, Gerringong), and May (Gerringong). 

HJamaIndependent 
August 28, 1943 

*** *** *** 
MR GEORGE LACY EAST - «A respected mem­
ber of one of our oldest district families", Mr 
George East, died at his residence, Prospect, 
HJama, one week before his 82nd birthday in 
November, 1943. He was the youngest and last 
surviving member of eleven children of the late 
Thomas and Elizabeth East, who came to 
Australia about a century earlier and made 
their home at Prospect, "a few miles south of 
Kiama, and gave their name to what is still 
known as East's Beach. The late George East was 
born there and spent the whole of his long and 
useful life on the same property, being one of the 
old school of farmers which has made the 
Illawarra district known far and wide ... He had 
considerable musical talent, and was the organ­
ist at the little ohurch which stood on his proper­
ty more than 50 years ago, and was the centre of 
the community which grew up around the camp 
which was established at the time when the rail­
way was being constructed. He was also at one 
time the organist for the Presbyterian Church at 
Kiama, and also presided on occasions at the 
organ at his own Church of England here. The 
late Mr East married Miss Nellie Rogers, mem­
ber of a well-known and respected Kiama family, 
who survives together with two sons, Eric 
(Sydney) and Bruce (Kiama), and one daughter 
Gwen (Mrs J Attwood, Sydney}." 

HJama IndependentlReporter 
November 3, 1943 

*** *** *** 
MRS ANNIE MEREDITH - "An old and respect­
ed resident of Kiama in the person of Mrs Annie 
Meredith passed away at her home, Central 
Park," on April 10, 1944, in her 69th year. "The 
late Mrs Meredith was Miss Annie Fleet and was 
born at Jamberoo. She married Mr Ernest 
Meredith, who spent a long and useful life here, 
being for many years engaged in the quarrying 
industry, and also taking part in the civic affairs 
of the town as an alderman of Kiama Council." 
Mrs Meredith was survived by two sons, Leslie 
(HJama), and Alfred (AlF), and two daughters, 
Ivy (Mrs L Holz, HJama), and Gladys, ofHJama. 

KiamaIndependent 
April 14, 1944 

*** *** *** 
MR ARTHUR WILLIAM JOHN GREY - The 
death of Mr Arthur Grey occurred on April 3, 
1945, aged 78. He was the second son of the late 
Mr and Mrs William Grey and was born at the 
old homestead of Mount Salem, HJama. He fol­
lowed farming pursuits in the district all his life. 
"It was as a skilled horseman and judge that he 
was perhaps best known, his fame in this regard 
spreading far beyond the South Coast, and his 
services as ajudge were in demand at many agri­
cultural shows throughout the state. The Kiama 
Agricultural Society was one of his chief interests 
and for many years he, with his brother Mr 
George Grey, and other senior members, were 
stalwarts of the committee, putting in an 
immense amount of work and during troublous 
times, helping to keep the society going. He was 
for many years a familiar figure as Ringmaster, a 
post for which it is safe to say it would have been 
difficult to find anyone more capable ... For a very 
long span, it would have hardly seemed a Kiama 
Show without Mr Arthur Grey. For some time he 
had a pair of beautiful chestnut horses which 
were unbeaten in the show ring and were a well­
known feature on the streets of Kiama, when he 
drove them into town, a very picturesque survival 
of the days before the coming of the motor 
car. .. Mr Grey married Miss Rachel Love, daugh­
ter of the late Mr and Mrs John Love, of 
Nethervale, Kiama, who predeceased him some 
three years ago." He was survived by one son, 
Owen, of Kiama, and three daughters Molly 
(Mrs Norman Fredericks of Mosman), Phyllis 
(Mrs J Allen, of Ryde), and Ruth (Mrs Norman 
Smith,ofNumbaal. 

HJama Independent 
April 7,1945 


