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·~·A community on the move .~. 
By 1858, Kiama was a hub of 
activity with a flourishing com· 
mercial precinct in Terralong 
Street and land being quickly 
subdivided around the town 
centre. 

In 1866, a residential block out
side the Kiama CBD was fetching 
around £40 per acre, while a half 
acre block in Collins Street sold for 
£50. Some lots in the municipality, 
however, were obviously deemed 
more desirable than others, even if 
they did command 'sweeping views'. 

~. New Goods! New 
Goods! New Goods! 
MESSRS FULLER AND 
WALDRON of the Post

office Store, Kiama, return 
their most grateful 

acknowledgements for the 
unlimited patronage 

bestowed upon them and 
beg leave to state that they 
have just opened a quantity 

of seasonal goods, which 
are marked at a very low 

figure, consisting of:-
Drapery 

Slops 
Boots and shoes 

Saddlery 
Ironmongery 

Groceries 
Oilman's stores 

Wines & spirits, 
&c, &c. 

"CROWN LANDS SALE -KlAMA 
Twenty seven lots, in the neigh

bourhood of the Fox Ground, were 
this day offered for sale; 25 were 
sold at prices ranging from £1 
($2.50) to £4 ($10). Several lots 
would puzzle a goat or chamois to 
find footing on; yet they were pur
chased, perhaps by persons who 
never having seen them, did not 
dream that the Government would 
be guilty of such an imposition upon 
individual or public credulity as to 
offer perpendicular rocks for sale ... " 

Kiama Examiner, 
January 8, 1859 

"LAND IN KlAMA - On Monday 
last, Messrs Richardson and 
Wrench sold by auction, in Sydney, 
an allotment of half an acre of land, 
situated in Collins-street, Kiama, 
close to Gard's Brewery. We under
stand that the steward of the Nora 
Creina became the purchaser at the 
price of £50. " 

The Examiner, 
March 24, 1860 

"HOLLAND'S ESTATE - Messrs. 
Richardson and Wrench sold by 
auction on Monday, at their rooms 
in Sydney, a portion of the 
Peterborough Estate, 2560 acres on 
the Minnamurra River, Illawarra. 
Mr GL Fuller was the purchaser, the 
price being £8650." 

Kiama Independent, 
June 1, 1865 

"RESULT OF SALE - Mr GK 
Waldron reports having sold during 
the last week the following proper
ties belonging to John Graham 
Esq:- a 19-acre suburban lot in 

~:::========::!=~~~:...._.:... ___ .. Bar n e y - s t r e e t, 
Kiama, at £34 per 
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acre; a five acre dit
to ditto, at £47 per 
acre; a half-acre 
allotment in 
Manning-street for 
£75; the Kiama 
Store, Manning 
Street, for £800. " 
Kiama Indepen
dent, October 4, 
1866. 

At a glance, the 
streets of Kiama in 
1860 were not 
pleasing on the eye. 
The streets cape 
was characterised 
by rough roads and 
rows of timber 
buildings both 
commercial and 
residential - which 
appeared as if they 
might blow over in 
the next wind. 
Stately buildings 
such as the Kiama 
Post Office, Kiama 
Council Chambers 
(Old), the CBC 

Bank (McKinnons Solicitors), City 
Bank (Westpac), and the Grand 
Hotel and Tory's Inn were yet to be 
constructed. 

The only historical landmarks of 
note were the Methodist (now 
Uniting) Church in Manning Street 
(built 1950), Anglican Christ 
Church (1856), and the Kiama 
Courthouse which was completed in 
1861. 

Around them operated a myriad 
of shops which were little more 
than a house with the front room 
set up for serving the needs of the 
local settler. Those items that could 
not be bought locally were pur
chased through catalogue from 
Sydney stores. 

Aside from a selection of hotels 
and inns, newspaper advertise
ments in 1859 showed that busi
nesses included a tailor and draper, 
bootmaker, clock salesman, black
smith and wheelwright, Mr Hukin's 
Four-In-Hand Inn, and Hunt's Illa
warra Brewery which operated in 
Manning Street. 

The Post-office Store, Kiama, was 
run by prominent businessmen 
Messrs Fuller and GK Waldron (see 
advertisement, left) while the Park 
Stores, which sold "drapery, man
tles, shawls and fancy goods for 
fashionable, seasonable and ser
viceable clothing" operated in 
Shoalhaven Street. 

Advancing local commerce, two 
banks opened for business in 1859, 
the English, Scottish & Australian 
Chartered Bank, and the 
Commercial Bank of Sydney. In 
1862, a Penny Bank was launched 
in the newly-opened Kiama 
Courthouse. 

Despite its many services, one 
visitor to the town saw it necessary 
to point out a rather 'glaring' over
sight. 

"SIR: Since my stay in your town
ship, I have been much surprised at 
the difficulty in ascertaining the 
exact time or hour of the day, 
although I understand that there 
are not only two watchmakers in the 
town, but also a super-abun
dance of time pieces, which 
seem only to be regulated by the 
majority. Now I would respect
fully submit and suggest to the 
townspeople resident here, to 
apply to the proper authorities 
and point out the propriety of 
placing a clock in some conspic
uous place for the accommoda
tion and convenience of the 
inhabitants. Yours, FE.G. 
Croft" 

The Examiner, 
November 21, 1860 

Panicked horses and run
away buggies were not the only 
perils faced by the colonial 
pedestrian. 

The Terrace is One of Kiama's Most Historic Building Complexes 

Specialty Shops & Eateries in an Historic Setting in Collins Street Kiama 
Amaki Cottage Cafe - 4232 1214 Pots of Taste - 4232 1149 
Enjoy casual cuisine from an extensive menu, blackboard specials, freshly Bright and colourful range of pots, tassles and waU plaques, mobiles, 
baked cakes and slices. Open 7 days with dinner Friday and Saturday. windchimes and flower pot people, garden statues and fountains. 

Future Pastimes - 4232 2594 Ritzy Gritz New Mexican Grill - 42321853 
New Age books and music - crystals galore. Tarot, Feng Shui cures, New Mexican Cuisine. Home made desserts, dine or drink licence - Bar 
aromatherapy supplies, herbs and spells, myth and magic. menu, margaritas, pina coladas our specialities. Bookings advisable. 

Kiama Artisan Trading - 4232 4608 Sparkle & Hide - 4233 1700 
Offering an unusual collection of unique antique furniture, tribal rugs, Specialising in quality leather. Jewellery for all tastes and ages. Beautiful 
artifacts and decorator items from artisans around the world. evening bags, pashminas and hair accessories ... and the unusual! 
Kiama Sidewalk Confectionery Cottage - 4232 1388 
Specialising in quality confectionery, gourmet teas, coffees, cordials, jams, Terrace Book Shop - 4232 3155 
mustards, sauces, honey and gift boxes, Australian crafts, balloons and The latest and the best books for adults and children, as well as classic 
bonsai. CDs, prints and special orders. 

Merry-Go-Round Clothing Co. - 4232 1233 Terrace Glory Box - 4232 1147 
Large range of imported and top Australian New and Near New Designer Specialising in exclusive gifts, beautiful novelties, fine bone china, lamps, 
labels by Chanel, DKNY, Saba, Calvin Klein, Maschino, Charlie Brown, lace and tablecloths, toiletries, Australian made souvenirs and much, 
Lisa Ho, George Gross, Annani. Designer labels at a fraction of the cost. much, more. ~ 

Open 7 Days. The Terrace Gift Shoppe - 4232 1072 ~ 
Pieces of Dreams - 4232 3022 SpecialiSing in English sweets, beanie kids (exclusive), airplants, silver 
Decoupage Ostrich Eggs, Cheraz rugs, leather hats, Australian made jewellery, Coalcraft (exclusive), Australian made T-shirts and hats, 
shirts, souvenirs, craft, local and imported gifts to suit all occasions. souvenirs, Kiddies Komer. 

"DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT-
On Thursday evening the whole 
town was put to a state of alarm, by 
two wild bullocks which were run
ning yolked together about all the 
streets in a state of half mad
ness ... We saw them running up 
Shoalhaven-street, foaming at the 
mouth with excitement and exer
tion, presently they were followed by 
some fellow on horseback, looking 
very less wild than themsleves ... a 
scene of confusion and noise ensued 
for about a quarter of an hour which 
was nothing less than disgraceful. 
The Cattle Driving Act is in force in 
this town, and although not gener
ally acted upon, yet its provisions 
are not to be entirely a dead letter, 
and if the safety of the townspeople 
is not to be completely subservient to 
the momentary convenience of cattle 
buyers, then the present case is sure
ly one calling for police interfer
ence." 

The Examiner, 
March 10, 1860 

Kiama's town water supply was 
accessed via a stream which mean
dered down Terralong Street and 
through Hindmarsh Park to the 
ocean, water being transported to 
local homes and businesses by 
horse and cart. A drought in 1867-
68, however, placed stiff demands 
on the system and prompted calls 
for the deepening of the town well. 

"WATER SUPPLY - The severity 
of the drought, and the constant 
drawing of water from the new well 
in Terralong-street, have produced 
something like an exhaustion of the 
supply of water there. The stream 
has not ceased flowing; and impar
tial failure is thought to be attribut
able to the want of depth in the 
reservoir, so that it is speedily emp
tied by the water carts, which are on 
the spot almost incessantly during 
the day." 

Kiama Independent, 
December 26, 1867 

Kiama was never to make its 
name as a gold town, but it was not 
for want of trying. Traces of gold 

were found in, of all places, the 
'Eureka' estate (Kiama Downs). 

"GOLD IN KlAMA - Mr T Henry, 
who has had considerable experi
ence at the gold diggings at the west 
coast of New Zealand, has recently 
discovered some indications of the 
possibility of obtaining gold in 
remunerative quantities in the 
neighbourhood of Kiama ... The spot 
at which his experiment was made 
was on the beach near Eureka 
(Jones Beach). Mr Henry has since 
made a similar trial of the sand 
found at the bottom of Manning
street, just below the Obelisk, and 
found indications of the precious 
metal; but in quanities so minute as 
to require the use of a quicksilver for 
its extraction from the soil. " 

Kiama Independent, 
February 13, 1868 

The following passage provides 
some idea of the living standards of 
the day - and of the perils faced by 
those living in poorer circum
stances. 

"NARROW ESCAPE: On the 
evening of Saturday last, a large 
stone, said to be some tons weight, 
being loosened from its position on 
the side of the range at Mount 
Pleasant, rolled down the hill in the 
direction of a hut, where two 
females live, one of whom is a com
parative cripple and who was sit
ting about the middle of the hut, the 
other being outside feeding some 
fowls; the rolling mass struck the 
hut, knocking down the back wall 
and resting within a few inches of 
the poor creature who remained 
motionless and untouched, pre
served by an unseen but Almighty 
hand from immediate destruction. " 

Kiama Independent, 
May 21, 1868 

• A map depicti'ng land grants in the Illawarra circa 1840. 
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Sport & Human Endeavour 
• 

THE avenues for sport and 
recreation were n ot so varied as 
can b e found today. 

Back in the 1860s, cricket was a 
chief sport, alongside foot races 
which attracted a great deal of pub
lic attention, shooting matches, and 
ploughing matches when young 
men tested their strength for prizes 
while the respective property own
ers had their fields ploughed in dou
ble the time. Horse racing was also 
a popular past-time. 

"SHOOTING MATCH - On last 
Tuesday afternoon, there came off a 
shooting match at the Blow-hole 
Point, for a horse, the property of Mr 
Adams, of the Steam Packet Hotel. 
The target was placed at a distance 
of one hundred yards. Seventeen 
shots were fired at £1 each shot ... Mr 
William Smith, of Kiama, was the 
best marksman and won the horse." 

Kiama Examiner, 
November 26,1859 

"JAMBEROO CRICKET MATCH: 

have been considerably more numer
ous were it not for the circumstances 
that several of the young men of this 
neighbourhood were engaged in prac
tising for the ploughing match." 

The Examiner, 
April 11, 1860 

"CRICKET: By telegram received 
yesterday forenoon, the Secretary of 
the B ritannia Club is informed that 
the Illawarra eleven will be unable 
to play in Kiama tomorrow, as pre
viously arranged_ It is therefore like
ly that the match will not come off 
till Wednesday the 10th December. 
The following team will represent 
Kiama:- Messrs J Williams, G 
Miller, A Meares, C Abbott, J King, 
F Fredericks, T Fredericks, A 
Gordon, W Gordon, W Miller and D 
King." 

The Examiner, 
November 25, 1862 

"SPORTING The footrace 
between W Kelly and William 
Graham (of Jamberoo), which 
should have been run some weeks 
ago, and has ever since been a sub
ject of dispute, more or less, among 
our sporting men, was at length run 
on Thursday last, on reserve at the 
back of English Church, and was 
won by Graham." 

I have great pleasure in recording 
that a spirited attempt was made last 
Monday to get the noble game of 
cricket afloat once more in this locali
ty. The advertisement relative to the 
matter produced a gathering much 
larger than anybody seemed to have 
expected, in Mr G. Wood's paddock, 
and the company would probably 

Kiama Independent, 
September 1, 1863 

• This photograph, dated in the 1920s, featured some keen Gerringong tennis players of yesteryear. 
Does anyone recognise any relatives? 

THE roads progressed to 
become a municipal headache 
for the governing council. Even 
when improvements were sanc
tioned, trouble was never far 
behind, as can be seen from this 
reference to the Pikes Hill road 
cutting. 

More trouble for council~~ 
.~~~ 

"TOWN IMPROVEMENTS: We 
beg to draw the attention of His 
Worship the Mayor and the Council 
to the way in which the contractors 
are carrying out the work. From the 
time of its commencement to the pre
sent moment no attention whatever 
has been paid to that provision in 
the contract requiring that the road 
should be kept open for traffic. The 
earth has been put down in layers of 
from two to three feet thick across 
the whole breadth of the road and 
showing a broken perpendicular 
face, which it is sometimes difficult 
and even dangerous to get up or 
down with any vehicle. The dobbins 
used in carrying the earth are rat
tled along the road sometimes on 
one side, sometimes on the other, 
and sometimes down the middle 
without any regard to the conve
nience of the public." 

The Examiner, 
December 8, 1860 

"THE CUTTING ON PIKE'S problems with its rates. 
HILL - The contractor for the cut
ting on Pike's Hill has commenced 
operations. Although much has 
been said against the work during 
the last municipal election, we think 
it is a work of equal importance, at 
least to those who traffic the road 
from Jamberoo to Kiama, to any 
other that might be undertaken. On 
the whole, there is not a hindrance 
more difficult to overcome than that 
presented by Pike's Hill." 

The Examiner, 
February 22, 1860 

"GERRINGONG - It is generally 
expected that the application to 
Messrs Gray and Hindmarsh for 
permission to change the Fox 
Ground road through their estates 
will be refused, and the Municipal 
Council being tardy in doing any
thing to this chain of holes called a 
road, those using it are at their wits 
end, showering anything but bless
ings on the council." 

The Examiner, 
March 24, 1860 

Against a backdrop of calls for 
separation, Kiama 
Council struck 

An oversight in the Municipalities 
Act meant that rates were not 
enforcible by law and council, in send
ing out its rates notices, was accused 
of attempting to "obtain money under 
false pretences". 

An 'Anti-Municipal' movement, led 
by Captain Samuel Charles and sup
ported by some highly notable munic
ipal citizens, called - unsuccessfully -
for the disbanding of the council. 

Kiama Council struggled along in 
the meantime until a Municipal-ities 
Amendment Act was passed in 1868, 
thus alleviating the rates problem. 

"THE LATE ANTI-MUNICIPAL 
MEETING - The following are the 
resolutions proposed and declared to 
be passed at the meeting held on 
Tuesday, 23rd ult.:-

1. That the meeting considers that 
the operation of the Municipality of 
Kiama has, from the first, been unsat
isfactory; that it is not entitled to the 
confidence of the ratepayers, and that 
this meeting pledges itself to use all 
lawful means to remove the present 
obstructive and illegally constituted 
Municipal Council. 

2. That a subscription list be now 

opened to defray any expenses that 
may be incurred in carrying out this 
foregoing resolution; and that the fol
lowing gentlemen be requested to form 
a committee for the purpose of speedi
ly bringing the question to an issue in 
the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales: Thomas Chapman, Michael 
Hindmarsh, David Berry, James M. 
Gray, Thomas Kendall, James Robb, 
Alexander King, James Emery, 
James Marks, jun, Robert Morrow, 
sen, JK Waldron, John Cullen, John 
Tate, David Smith, John Farraher, 
Thomas McIntyre, Hugh Mitchell, 
James Armstrong, sen, George Gray, 
Samuel Charles, Thomas Black, 
Thomas Fuller, treasurer... all those 
above named are ready and willing to 
assist in the movement by every 
means in their power." 

Kiama Independent, 
March 8, 1864 

The influx of residents to Kiama 
increased dramatically during the 
1850s and into the 1860s. 

The Kiama Census of 1862 states 
that 5486 people lived in Kiama 
Municipality, an increase of 1603 on 
the 1856 Census when 3883 people 
were recorded. 

SERVING 
.IAMBERaa 
FaR aVER 
15 YEARS 

~~~I ~~-~--~-I------------------~ 1Y PREMATURE BURIAL 1Y DRUNKENNESS 
"M. DE LAGUERNNIERE presented a peti- "How sad and distressingly humiliating to 
tion to the Senate on Tuesday from a person see man 'made after God's own image', defil-
named De Cornol, 'pointing out the danger of ing that image by the soul-destroying sin of 
hasty interments, and suggesting the mea- drunkenness, rendering too, both mind and 
sures he thougtht requisite to avoid terrible body degradingly unfit to fulfil the great 
consequences'. Among other things, the peti- duties and responsibilities, which the wisdom 
tioner demands that the space of twenty-four of that God gave to him, the light and bless-
hours between the decease and the interment, ings of reason to carry out. How any o,!€ pos-

Free Range Chickens & Eggs 
Stationery Special Orders ~ 

N 

Specialty Gourmet Foods '" 
3 Allowrie St, Jamberoo - 42360185 

now prescribed by law, should be lengthened sessed of a sound mind can so far forget the 
to forty-eight hours; that an electrical appara- solemn obligation due to the Almighty and his 
tus should be kept in the sacristy of each fellow man, as by his own wilful act to render 
church, and that the parish priests and their himself incapable of fulfilling them, is a 
curates should be taught how to work it; that painful mystery; to do so is an insult to the 
the body should, after the lapse of forty-eight Creator, an injury to the community, and the 
hours, be submitted to the last and powerful vile destroyer of both soul and body .. . instead 
electric test; that the solid wooden coffins of treating it as a crime punishable by fine or 
should be done away with, and replaced by a imprisonment, it should be treated as a dis-
covering of canvas, to be lifted up the moment ease, the unhappy sufferer should be sent to a 
the remains are laid in the grave in order to hospital, or a portion of Tarban Creek mad-
ascertain, beyond all possibility of doubt, that house specially appropriated for the pur-
life is completely extinct, and that what pose .. .Ifthis policy were adopted, much crime 
appears to be death is not merely a lethargic and many heart-rending scenes of family dis-
sleep." tress and destitution would be prevented." 

Kiama Independent, May 31, 1866 Kiama Examiner, January 8, 1859 

In 1862, most residents were large
ly natives of the colony, the majority 
hailing from Ireland (1437) and 
England (934), followed by Scotland 
(285), leaving " ... 180 as the amount of 
foreign population among us" (The 
Examiner, 1862). 

In an age break down, 2619 were 
aged under 15 years while, at the oth
er end of the scale, only six had made 
it past their 80th year. 

A total 693 children were listed as 
attending school, while 124 were 
receiving instruction from home. 

Some 566 children aged five to 15 
years could read and write, 416 could 
only read, and 308 could neither read 
nor write. 

Beyond the age of 15, 2225 could 
read and write, 496 could read only 
and 272 could do neither. 
~~-----------------------, 

ROLL OW AY's PILLS. 

A favourite 'cure-all' during the 
1800s was Holloway's Pills & 
Ointment. An advertised list of 
the supposed ailments 'cured' pro
vides an insight into the common 
ills of the day. These included: 

• rheumatism, scrofula, 
erysip-elas; 

• King's Evil, fever sores, stiff 
joints; 

• bad breasts; sore nipples; 
• piles and fistulas; 
• bad legs; 
• pimples, blotches and other 

facial discolourations; 
• bunions; mosquito and sandfly 

bites; 
• chapped hands; corns; cancers; 
• gout; lumbago; 
• scurvy; and 
• the encrusted sores which some

times disfigure the heads and 
faces of children. 

(Kiama Examiner, 
January 15,1859) 



Religion 
ONE of the first buildings of 
substance to be erected in any 
town was that of a church. 

The Kiama Census of 1862 states 
that majority of the 5486 local resi
dents were of the Church of 
England faith (2139), followed by 
1405 Roman Catholics, 922 
Presbyterian, 885 Methodist, 36 
Congregationalist, 90 other 
Protestants, and 5 Hebrews. 

Aside from spiritual guidance, 
the first churches delivered social 
entertainment in the forms ' of 
church-related 'picnics' and feasts, 
while also providing the valuable 
service of education before the first 
National schools became common
place. 

A Church of England, built at 
Jamberoo in 1842, was the first 
church built in the valley. A 
Presbyterian Church followed the 
same year. 

In Kiama, the first church - a 

Church of England - was built in 
1843 on the south-east corner of 
Manning and Bong Bong Streets 
(replaced by Christ Church on 
Church Point in 1857). 

This was followed by the Free 
. Presbyterian Church in 1848 on the 
corner of Terralong and Minna
murra Streets. The first Wesleyan 
church was built in 1850 on the 
north-east corner of Manning and 
Bong Bong Streets while the 
Roman Catholic Church was built 
in Manning Street in 1858. 

At Gerringong, a Wesleyan 
church was built in 1850, followed 
by the Presbyterian Church which 
was completed in 1854, and the 
Church of England in 1856. The 
first Roman Catholic Chapel was 
opened in 1866. 

"CHRIST CHURCH, KlAMA -
Pursuant to law and custom, a 
meeting of the parishioners and seat 
holders of this church was held on 

Miss Hustler's 
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• The Kiama Presbyterian Church - before the addition of the spire. 

Easter Monday, for the election of 
church wardens and other business. 
Owing to the inclemency of the 
weather, the meeting was but thinly 

attended. The Rev T Wilson, incum
bent of the parish, president. The 
retiring wardens were Messrs Gray, 
Pike and John King; and Messrs 

Gray, R Kendall, and W Budd were 
elected for the ensuing year." 

Kiama Independent, 
May 2, 1867 

COLONIAL education was 
delivered in several forms dur
ing the 1800s. Instruction was 
either via church-run or gov
ernment-based ('National') 
schools, private instruction 
from home, and estate-based 
schools when landowners hired 
a teacher for the children of 
tenants working their land. 

school was held in 
the school-room 
in Terralong
street. The Rev Mr 
Kinross under
took the duty of 
examining, and 

Education:~ 
December 26, 1867 

"PUBLIC SCHOOL 
- We had the oppor
tunity yesterday of 
inspecting the 
designs for the 
Kiama Public 
School, which have 
een made out by the 

would be no small ornament to the 
town of Kiama. " 

Kiama Independent, 
February 6, 1868 

"PUBLIC SCHOOL Tenders 
have been opened for the proposed 
new school buildings ... The opinion 
is that the lowest tender viz £670 
(£120 higher than the estimates), is 
afterall remarkably low considering 
the many details of the work and the 
excellence of the job." 

Other schools such as Miss 
Hindmarsh's school for young 
ladies operated at Gerringong, 
while Miss Hustler ran a private 
school in Kiama. 

The first church in Jamberoo val
ley, the Church of England, incorpo
rated a school from 1842, while a 
Presbyterian Sabbath School was 
opened the same year. 

In Kiama, the Church of England 
served as an Anglican denomina
tional school, while schools were 
also attached to the Free 
Presbyterian Church, Wesleyan 
Church and Roman Catholic 
Church. 

At Gerringong, schools were 
attached to the Presbyterian and 
Wesleyan Churches while the first 
National school was built following 
a series of meetings in the 1850s. 

The first National school in the 
district appears to have been built 
at Jerrara Creek in 1858 followed 
by another in Kiama which was 
opened in 1861 but was closed sev
eral times until its demise in 1867. 

Soon after, a movement was 
underway for the construction of a 
new Kiama national school (today's 
'Infants' School'). Plans were drawn 
and the community began fundrais
ing for its construction. 

"SCHOOL EXAMINATION: 
Yesterday a public examination of 

questioned the 
pupils in history, geography, gram
mar and other branches of their 
study, putting questions on different 
subjects as they occurred to him. At 
the conclusion, he... congratulated 
Miss Hustler on the success attend
ing her system of instruction, and 
said that such a school was a great 
advantage to the district. Mr John 
Marks and Mr Colley the Mayor, 
also expressed the pleasure they felt 
at witnessing such a creditable dis
play." 

The Examiner, June 16, 1860 
"GERRINGONG: The Mount 

Pleasant School has re-opened, and 
will likely be carried on at least 
until the opening of the National 
school which the local patrons wish 
to take place in five or six weeks. 
Talking of schools, reminds me of 
another examination I had the plea
sure of being present at last week; 
but as it was less public as the one 
recorded some time since, and of 
rather an humble character, I did 
not mention; yet less noteworthy 
events often furnish matter for coun
try correspondents. In an old hut, on 
Mr Milligan's farm, for the last nine 
months, the academy has flourished 
under the care of an invalid soldier 
who, though not a great scholar, has 
shown himself apt to teach the ele
ments of knowledge." 

The Examiner, September 1,1860 
"NATIONAL SCHOOL - The 

patrons and the committee appoint
ed at the public meeting held in the 
Court-house last week, met on 
Friday evening at the Kiama Store, 
to arrange for taking round sub
scription lists, and ascertain what 
the public are willing to give 
towards this necessary erection. It 
was stated at the public meeting 
that the Central Board in Sydney 
thought the school in Kiama should 
be something more than an ordi
nary National School; that whilst it 
would impart instruction to chil
dren of the poorer classes on the 
most moderate terms, and to those 
in extreme poverty free, yet it should 
be such a school as that those who 
desire to give their children a better 
education, either to fit them for com
merciallife or going to college ... " 

Kiama Independent, 
November 17, 1863 

"OMEGA RETREAT PUBLIC 
SCHOOL - A musical and literary 
entertainment was on Wednesday 
last given by the teachers and pupils 
of this school to a large and appre
ciative audience of parents and 
friends ... 

Independent of the school, not less 
than 200 persons were present; every 
available part of the building being 
crowded to excess, thus evincing a 
healthy and commendable interest 
in the education of the young." 

Kiama Independent, 

architect to the Council of 
Education, and forwarded to Dr 
Taylor. Their style is the Old 
English, or Domestic-Gothic, and 
the buildings, if erected accordingly, 

Tight 
Lacing 

"The injurious effect of 
tight lacing has often been 
pointed out, and in 
England, at least, women 
have pretty generally 
learned to see the danger, if 
not always the hideousness, 
of those wasp-waists so 
highly prized ... 

If we compare the tight
ness of women's stays with 
the tightness of a man's 
dress, we shall easily form 
a conception of the serious 
obstacle stays must be on 
the efficient breathing; and 
the injurious effect of this 
insufficient breathing con
sists in its inducing a 
depression of all the vital 
functions. " 

Kiama Examiner, 
February 12, 1859 

Kiama Independent, 
November 18, 1869 

MARCH ENTERTAINMENT 

4th March ......... Tumeke Duo 
11th March ............ Jive House 
18th March ......................... Woody 

25th March ............................ Quini 

HIGH SEA 
RESTAURANT 

• RESTAURANT OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
• ALL WELCOME • 

Bistro Open 7 days from 12-2pm and :;il 

Frida:y Night 6-8pm ~ 

• The Sea View Store at Gerringong was located on the site of the ANZ Bank. It was run by J Walker while Miss Walker ran a 
. milinery shop to the left- The Australian Joint Stock Bank Agency is on the right. 

- . 
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"When there was no music going, you'd be sitting 
there and everyone would be eating peanuts and 
dropping the shells on the floor. Whenever anyone 
got up and moved around all you'd hear is 'crunch, 
crunch'." 

Pauline was schooled at the former St 
Peter's Catholic Convent in Manning 
Street and recalls it as being "an old 
weatherboard place with rough floors". 

"Sister would tell us to take our shoes 
offin the heat and we'd get splinters in our 
feet and she'd have to get them out. It was 
one big class with three nuns and another 
nun in the convent who taught music. 

"Father Malone was very goo.d to us. 
For the August 15 picnic he'd give us two 
shillings to go down on the train to 
Gerringong for the picnic at Jubilee Oval. 
Some of the bigger kids used to save the 
money, thQugh, and walk along the tracks 
instead." 

Pauline's world was idyllic until 1914 
when WWI - 'the war to end all wars' - was 
declared. 

"I was frightened during the war. I 
would get out of my bed and get in between 
Mum and Dad because I thought the 
Germans would come over in their 
Zeppelins and drop gas bombs on us. I told 
Dad they were roaring over our house but 
he said it was only the ocean." 

A soldiers' camp was est&l>lished at the 
Showground and Chapman's Point as a 
base for service training. Pauline said the 
soldiers' camps had open days on Sunday 
when the townsfolk could visit. 

e McGrath, 90, relaxes on 
'{ Street home. 

"We'd go over and the soldiers would 
give us these lovely jam rolls which I 
thought was wonderful. The men also 
enjoyed coming to the house and singing 
ditties around the piano. They'd called my 
mother 'Mum', perhaps because she 
reminded them of their own mothers. She'd 
always serve ijJ.em up some scones for sup
per. 
"Father McN amara had a great marquee at ' 
the church and he'd organise mass and a 

vhere and we'd be on to 

)r quaint aspects of her 

;e in Manning Street; it 
er family. Sometimes, 
d, they would sit me up. 
:h them work. Further 
lrse and carriage stable 
hire." 
e treats was attending 
her father on Saturday 
n, which was located on 
'lguesClub, 
rson, used to play the 
and Roy Colley played 

its. 

concert for the soldiers. 
"It was very sad to see the boys go off to war. All 

the townspeople would go up to the railway station 
to see them off. The band would be there and Percy 
Grundy would play the tin whistle. 

"When any of them came home injured, we would 
go to the station with everyone singing to welcome 
them home and then there was a party with a big 
welcome home cake in the middle of the table and 
the band playing. _ 

"Mum said it was very sad when one saw the 
priest going to the house with the news someone in 
the family had been killed, or to see the postman 
coming with a black edged envelope with the 
telegram in it. " 

For Pauline, there was no news more devastating 
than learning of the loss of her brother, Herbie, who 
was killed in action. 

PaUline adored Herbie, particularly because he 
spent so much time with her when she was 

young. 
"He used to take me down the street on 
his shoulders and buy me treats. On pay 

day, he would buy mum some sweets -
frosted caramels, as ' I recall, and some 

cream horns for himself. Then he'd go to bed 
with a book and these cream horns sitting 
in a bag on his chest. 

"He'd read the book with me sitting on 
his tummy, watching him eating these 
cream horns; He'd say, 'You don't like these, 
do you?' He'd always give me one. But not 
before teasing me a little longer." 

Pauline said that when war was 
declared, Herbie tried desperately to enlist 
but was knocked back repeatedly because 
of a knee injury from playing football. 

"He even tried to get someone to enlist 
for him," Pauline said. "Eventually, he 
travelled to Newcastle and enlisted there. 

"He sent me pretty cards from different 
places and a photo of him on a camel and 
of a little boy who looked after him, clean
ing his boots. He said he was going to 
bring his little black boy home with him to 
look after me, but he never came home. 

"Mum never believed he was dead, even 
up until the day she died. She visited all 
the Army hospitals in Sydney and had the 
Red Cross making enquiries, but all to no 
avail. When she was dying she said she 
saw Herbie standing at the foot of her 
bed. 

"The day word came that Herbie was 
killed, 1 was down at the convent with 
the nuns. 1 had been picking flowers that 
grew allover the hill and down to the 
beach. When 1 got home, Mum told me 
about Herbie. 1 said to her 'Don't cry. I'll 
put these flowers on my little altar and . 
Our Lady will look after Herbie for us'." 

Following the war, the mood of the 
nation improved and the world moved 
on to the happier years of the 'roaring' 
1920s. 

Pauline loved the Charleston dancing craze but 
admits that she was a 'surtY chick' at heart and 
even owned a surfboard which was made for her by 
one of the local boys. 

"A lot of the boys had surfboards - they were an 
inch thick, five feet long and heavy as lead when 
they were wet. 1 never stood up - I just kneeled. 1 
really loved surfing. 

"The swimming was segregated. The women 
swam in a little pool in the rocks near Pheasant 
Point while the men swam in the Rock Pool near 
the Boat Harbour. But this never stopped us from 
flirting across the harbour." 

Pauline recalls the first time she met her beloved 
husband, Vince. She was travelling to Braidwood 
with her mother to visit a family friend following 
the death of her father in 1926. 

"We were to be picked up by this lady's son, 
Paddy, at Nowra. Anyway, Vince came too - he'd 
just arrived home from Teachers' College. We were 
travelling in the car and Paddy said, 'Let's sing 
some songs, and we started singing My Blue 
Heaven. The next thing I knew, Vince and I were 
holding hands!" 

The couple were married at St Peters Church on 
September 3, 1932, after which Pauline followed 
Vince around the state as he took up various teach
ing positions. 

Vince had teaching in his blood and, even in his 
retirement, he and Pauline delighted in attending 
the Mass and concerts staged by the children of Ss 
Peter and Paul School. 

• Pauline, aged 7, dressed for a Kiama 
parade - "I was scared stiff I'd fall off 
the /loat". 

"Vince and I would have been married 60 years if 
he had not died a fortnight earlier," she said. 

Today, Pauline lives with her daughter Maureen 
in the home which her father built in Manning 
Street in 1924. 

From here she watches the ever-changing times 
of Kiama and delights in ' visits from her family 
which includes three daughters (Theresa, Maureen 
and Margaret), 16 grandchildren and 24 great 
grandchildren. 

She is proud of the fact that she doesn't need 
reading glasses, has never spent a day in hospital 
in all her years, and is computer literate! 

"I've had a very good life. 
"I now realise how lucky I've been," she says, 

smiling. . 
The name Ettingshausen has endured in the 

community eye throughout the years. 
Basil Ettingshausen, Pauline's cousin, was a 

prominent citizen who managed the Moskos' Cafe 
during the 1930s. Cathie Ettingshausen, daughter 
of Lorraine and Kevin of Kiama, was a well-known 
champion swimmer during the 1970s and early 80s 
and competed up to a national level for about 12 
years. 

Australian representative footballer, Andrew 
'ET' Ettingshausen, is a nephew to Lorraine and 
Kevin and spent many Christmases holidaying in 
Kiama as a child. 

MARCH PRICE REDUCTIONS KIAMA SUPPLY CO. 
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Colonial Law & Order ~ . 
• 

IN outlining the picture of law 
and order in the Kiama 
Municipality back in 1860, one 
can't help but feel a sense of 
dejavu. 

Kiama had two police officers 
working in the district by this time, 
but their inability to service the 
Gerringong area in a prompt and 
efficient fashion led to a campaign 
by the southern residents for their 
own police station. 

Their claims that the area was 
developed enough to warrant per
manent police presence, however, 
went unmet by the Government for 
several years to come. 

A court system operated in 
Kiama by 1832 on a monthly basis, 
a magistrate visiting from Wollon
gong to conduct sessions in a mili
tary barracks. 

By 1861, following the opening of 
the new Kiama Court House, the 
Kiama Police Court, Kiama Court 
of Petty Sessions and Kiama 
Licensing Court (a well-utilised 
system given the number of hotels 
in the district) was in full swing. 

Coronial inquests were also con
ducted, but were usually held on 
site, at the home or on the estate 
where the death took place. 

The majority of court cases relat
ed to obscene language and drunk
enness - the bottle being a much 
publicly maligned yet, apparently, 
greatly utilised beverage consumed 
by some of the more colourful char
acters of the township. 

Theft was also common while cas
es of domestic violence were given a 
full and graphic going over, no 
doubt providing plenty of fodder for 
local gossip. 

Disputes between employers and 
their staff were sometimes settled 
in the courtroom, particularly in 
matters related to theft or of ser
vants absconding from their posts. 
Servants were taken on under the 
terms of the Masters & Servants 
Act and problems arose when they 
abused these terms or left before 
the expiration of their contract. 

From the newspaper articles, we 
also know that a spousal mainte-

nance system was in effect - one 
man, in 1861, being ordered to pay 
his estranged wife 15s (15 cents) a 
week for the next 12 months after 
turning her out into the street. 

In 1864 we are also exposed to the 
case of a young, unmarried 
Gerringong woman who was tried 
and convicted on a charge of 'con
cealing the birth of her child'. 

POLICE COURT 
"(Before M. Hindmarsh Esq., 

chairman; M. Gray, and J. Robb, 
esqs, JPs) - There were four cases of 
drunkenness:- Margaret Goodhead, 
lady of Daniel Goodhead, alias 
Foothead, alias Hercules, was intro
duced by Constable Chisholm, and 
charged with having, by the aid of 
Adams' best bingo 'waked the town 
from her propriety' by giving tongue 
to thoughts both loud and loose; 
ordered to pay lOs. and costs or, in 
default, twenty-four hours in the 
cells," 

Kiama Examiner, 
April 16, 1859 

"(Before the Mayor and Mr T S 
Kendall) - Honora White was sum
moned by Johanna Ryan for violent 
assault. Plaintiff stated that on 
Wednesday, 26th ultimo, her hus
band and defendant's husband had 
words about some tools. About two 
hours afterwards, the defendant's 
wife came to her house ... plaintiff 
said that she did not want to have 
any talk with her and that if she did 
not go away, she would give her the 
contents of a saucepan, in which 
was boiling water. Defendant said 
Will you, you wretch!' and ran at 
her, caught her by the hair of her 
head, and shoved one side of her 
face into a camp-oven full of boiling 
soap suds ... But this was not all. 
Defendant, not satisfied with this, 
still held plaintiff in her iron grasp, 
and jobbed her mouth against a 
large stone, knocking out her two 
front teeth and breaking a third. 
Fined £10, or three months impris
onment." 

Kiama Examiner, 
November 5,1859 

• The colonials sitting on rocks in the foreground of Minnamurra 
Falls shows that the area has long been a place of relaxation and 
recreati?n. 

• After much campaigning by the residents of Gerringong, the township finally got a police station - it 
being built in Fern Street in 1882. The former police lock-up, complete with exercise yard, today serves 
as a private residence. 

"MASTERS' AND SERVANTS' 
ACT - On last Thursday, three cases 
were tried under this act. In the case 
Hindmarsh v Leathes, the com
plainant Mr Hindmarsh said his ser
vant girl, Hannah Totten, had left his 
employment and gone to live with 
defendant. He had cautioned defen
dant not to keep her, but he disregard
ed the caution. Mrs Hindmarsh 
deposed to having hired H. Totten on 
26th of last October, for 12 months at 
6s. a week. Totten remained in her 
service from 31st October to the 2nd 
January, when she left without con
sent.. .. H Totten was averse to be 
bound for a lengthened term, as she 
was anxious to be free, should an eli
gible offer of marriage be made her, or 
should higher wages be offered her. 
The bench ordered defendant to pay 
40s and costs. " 

The Examiner, 
February 4, 1860 

"KIAMA POLICE COURT: Senior
Constable John Goddard brought W 
Humphreys before their worships on 
a charge of having, on Thursday, 
Sept 24, been seen in a state of com
plete nudity, running about the pad
dock, close by the village of Jamberoo. 
The prisoner was at the same time 
'mad drunk' and uttering the most 
outrageous and obscene 
language ... The Bench, considering 
the prisoner's general good charac
ter. .. pronounced the lenient sentence 
of one week's imprisonment." 

Kiama Independent, 
October 6, 1863 

"INQUEST - An inquest was held 
at the house of Robert Ryan, Omega 
Retreat, on the 17th instant, on the 
body of an illegitimate child, the 
mother of which had vainly tried to 
conceal its birth. The following is the 
evidence... Robert Ryan deposed: I 
am a farmer living on Mr Gray's 
estate near Gerringong. On last 
Wednesday morning my wife asked 
me to come out to the servant girl's 
bedroom to see what was in the 
room. When I went in I saw a bundle 
with an infant in it. I suspected 
Susan Carter to be in the family way, 
but never spoke to her about it ... 
Mary Lees deposed: I live near 
Gerringong, I am in the habit of 
attending females in their confine
ment. I was sent for on Wednesday 
night last by Mr Ryan, to attend a 
female in his house that had been 
confined and was very ill. I went to 
the house. I done my duty to the 
woman. I saw the baby. It was dead. 
I think it was born so. The girl's 
name was Susan Carter. I knew her 
from a child. I never knew her to be 
married. The following verdict was 
returned:- We the jury, have found 
that Susan Carter has been guilty of 
concealing the birth of her child. '" 

, I 

Kiama Independent, 
June 21, 1864 

THEFT 
As already stated, theft was a 

common offence, no doubt fuelled 
in many cases by the immense 
poverty of many early settkrs. 

Newspaper reports throughout 
the colony suggest that bushrang
ing was rife, although Kiama 
appeared largely unaffected. 

Most stealing offences in Kiama 
involved petty theft, such as the 
taking of a watch or a few coins. 

In 1865, however, a year-long 
spree of butter stealing rocked the 
community and prompted one local 
landowner to post a reward for the 
culprit's capture. 

"BUSHRANGING IN NUMBA, 
SHOALHAVEN - As Mrs Feehan, a 
respectable woman from 
Gerringong, was proceeding to the 
ferry, she was stuck up by three 
female bushrangers who, with abu
sive language, demanded her purse, 
and threatened to push her into the 
river, unless she delivered the same. 
And I have been told that her riding 
skirt was torn in the struggle; for 
she resisted manfully, but being in 
a public place and, I suppose, their 
first attempt at bushranging, and 
also seeing her unwillingness to 
part with her money, they made 
their retreat without using further 
violence. We hope the next time Mrs 
Feehan comes this way, she will 
provide herself with a good pair of 
revolvers as these daring Amazons 
are still at large. " 

Kiama Independent, 
November 10,1863 

"The inquest was held at the 
Police-barracks, Forbes, before 
W. Farrand, esq. PM. James 
Henry Davidson, on oath, stat
ed: I am sub-inspector of police, 
stationed at Forbes. On 
Saturday morning, April 29, I 
left the police camp with five 
men and two black trackers, 
and started in pursuit of the 
bushrangers - Hall, Gilbert and 
Dunn ... 1 got within forty yards 
of Hall, and fired at him (shot 
with a double-barrelled gun. 
Hall, after my firing, jumped a 
little and looked back, and from 
his movements I have reason to 
believe that I hit him .... The five 
police who were stationed 
beyond him, immediately went 
towards him and fired ... At this 
time he held himself up by a 
sapling; and on recewmg 
Hopkiss's fire, he gradually fell 
backwards. Several other shots 
were fired afterwards. There 
were about thirty shots fired in 
all. Hall then cried out, 'I'm 
wounded, shoot me dead'. I then 
went up to the body and noticed 
that life was extinct. " 

KiamaIndependent 
May 11, 1865 

"BUTTER-STEAL
ING - On Friday 
night last, Mr TS 
Kendall's dairy was 
entered at the front 
window, and a 
quantity of butter, 
believed to be about 
60 lbs, was stolen. 
Some articles (a 
broom and a dish) 
which had appar
ently been found 
useful by the thieves 
in the first hurry of 
their proceedings, 
were left in a pad
dock between Mr 
Kendall's and Mr 
W Grey's. Mr R 
Marks' dairy was 
also entered the 
same night, and 
plundered of some 
25lbs of butter." 

Jor the Jreshest 
Meals and 'takeaway 
with' Jriendly Ser"ice 

Kiama 
Independent, 

November 2, 1865 
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.~·Agriculture & Horticulture.~· 
IT is easy, today, to take Kiama's 
heritage for granted and to 
assume that the area was 
always a prosperous, dairy 
farming community. 

But this was not always the case. 
Until as late as the 1870s, when 
Kiama's shipping industry began to 
flourish and dairy goods were 
transported to Sydney and beyond, 
Kiama was devoid of a staple agri
cultural income. 

Regular steamer services were 
visiting Kiama by 1850, assisting 
the export of produce such as but
ter, wheat, bacon, eggs and poultry, 
but nothing of a substantial nature. 

Left with nothing to work with 
but acres of rolling hills and a large
ly unpredictable climate, settlers 
were forced to operate under a sys
tem of 'trial and error', testing any 
new agricultural and horticultural 
fad which was introduced to the 
colony. 

The pursuit of agriculture was 
furthered by the establishment of 
the Kiama Agricultural and 
Horticultural Society in 1848, the 
first Kiama Show being held in 
1849 in a building located in 
Central (Hindmarsh) Park. 

The Show continued each year at 
various locations throughout the 
town until 1858, when it was aban
doned due to insufficient funds for 
prize money. Renewed vigour saw 
the Society reactivated in 1867, 
however. 

"THE COAL QUESTION: We 
understand that a public meeting 
will be called at an early day, hav
ing for its object the ventilation of 
the question lately raised as to the 
existence of coal in paying quanti
ties in the neighbourhood of 
Saddleback. " 

The Examiner, 
November 25,1862 

"PLEURO-PNEUMONIA 
Pursuant to advertisement in our 
columns last week, a public meeting 
came off at Mr Adam's Steam 
Packet Hotel, for the purpose of dis
cussing the best means to be pur
sued relative to the spread of the 
above-named disease. Mr Robert 
Miller in the chair. .. Mr Humphrey 
Dunster, of Shellharbour, address
ed the meeting at considerable 
length ... giving a detail of his own 
experience in regard to pleuro-pneu
mania ... On turning to the practice 
of inoculation, he had discovered 
that it was all but a perfect safe
guard for his herd. " 

Kiama Independent, 
August 11, 1863 

"CULTIVATION OF CABBAGE -
We are informed that Mr Tobin of 

the Crooked River made, during the 
past season, an uncommonly good 
hit in the above line. He purchased 
from Mr Redford on ounce of seed, 
from which he obtained no less than 
two thousand plants which, from 
time to time, when in marketable 
condition, he disposed of for an 
agreeable sum of £13. " 

Kiama Independent, 
September 22, 1863 

"Exports from Kiama per 
Illawarra Steam Navigation 
Company's steamers for week end· 
ing 9th November, 1867:- 303 kegs 
butter, 110 pigs 334 calves, 5 horses, 
5 coops fowls, 9 cases eggs, 2 bags 
bacon, 4 bags wool, 1 cask tallow, 8 
hides, 7 bales skins, sundries." 

Kiama Independent, 
November 14,1867 

"BUTTER EXPORTATION 
MEETING - A meeting was held in 
the Council Chamber, on Thursday 
evening last, for the purpose of mak
ing arrangements for the shipment 
of butter to England - ER Evans 
Esq, in the chair. It was decided the 
company should be styled 'The 
Shellharbour Export Butter 
Company'. A committee was 
appointed and Alderman Gray 
appointed manager of the compa
ny." 

Kiama Independent, 
November 18, 1869 

Wheat 
By the time of Kiama's municipal 

declaration in 1859, wheat was 
firmly established as an agricultur
al staple in the area. A flour and 
timber mill, known as Woodstock, 
was built at Jamberoo in 1838 and 
served the needs of the area, pro
cessing large quantities of wheat. 

When the mill became unreliable, 
John Sharpe, a prominent Kiama 
businessman, commissioned the 
construction of two flour mills - the 
Bush Bank Steam Flour Mill at the 
foot of Mount Pleasant in 1856, and 
in 1864, a second, three-storey mill 
in Terralong Street (on the east side 
of Woolworths) and which doubled 
as a saw mill. 

Kiama's climate ultimately 
proved too wet to guarantee the 
long-term future of the wheat crop 
and references to rust on the plants 
were documented in early newspa
pers almost from the start. 

By the late 1860s, enthusiasm 
had waned to the point where it was 
suggested that the wheat only be 
planted intermittently. 

In December 1865, Mr Sharpe 
announced this decision to sell up, 
citing the failure of wheat in the 
district and subsequent financial 
losses for his decision to move to the 
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Richmond River 
area to start afresh. 

"GERRINGONG 
- The gale which 
passed over the dis
trict last week 
proved rather vio
lent and if attended 
with much evil to 
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crops, has also been 
productive of much 
good, inasmuch as it 
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"JAMBEROO 
"The cultivation of 
the ordinary cereals 
as wheat, barley 
and oats, was not 
ventured on to a 
very great extent 
hereabouts this year, 
and indeed, seldom 
is, the quantity of 
land really suitable 
for cultivation being 
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• A Kiama Agricultural & Horticultural Society show schedule produced in 1867 to celebrate the 
reformation of the Society. 

small, as in other parts of the dis
trict. It is indeed almost surprising 
that anybody should have run the 
risk of sowing wheat in particular, 
immediately after a season in which 
the crops had been so totally 
destroyed, as they were last year, by 
the rust." 

Kiama Independent, 
December 29, 1864 

"THE WEATHER AND THE 
CROPS - ... There seems to be an 
impression that the rust is disap
pearing or likely to disappear; but it 
will no doubt be wise to intermit the 
cultivation of wheat for a season 
and ascertain if there is good 
ground for this belief Too much cost 
and labour have already been wast
ed on a branch of farming which, 
even when crops are fair, is but mod
erately remunerative_" 

Kiama Independent, 
August 10, 1865 

"OUR MILL -Although we deeply 
regret the departure of Mr John 
Sharpe from our district, we learn 
with satisfaction that the fine busi
ness premises he laid out and con
structed with so much skill, and at 
so much expense, have passed by 
purchase into the hands of our 
enterprising Mr G Bullen." 

Kiama Independent, 
December 21, 1865 

Sugarcane 
One of the area's most ambitious 

agricultural pursuits was the pro
duction of sugarcane. Regions 
throughout the colony were culti
vating cane and their financial suc
cess had encouraged other enter
prising communities, including 
Kiama, to follow suit. 

Prominent citizens, John Colley 
and James Robb (of Riversdale), led 
the charge - Mr Colley investing in 
700 plants of the Yellow Tahitian 
variety for his property at 
Longbrush (Jerrara). 

The potential of such a crop sur
viving Kiama's climate was a source 
of great conjecture, however. 

A correspondent to the Kiama 
Independent, known only as 
"Etylong", advised against such an 
endeavour, arguing that the climate 
could not sustain the growth of sug
ar cane to a profitable conclusion 
and that winter frosts would prove 
ultimately devastating. 

His opinion was stacked up 
against some weighty, influential 
opposition, however. 

Thomas Scott, Australia's lead
ing authority on sugarcane and the 
man responsible for introducing the 

sugarcane to the nation together 
with sweet potatoes, bananas and 
cotton, argued passionately against 
Etylong's words of foreboding. 
Scott, from his home in Brisbane 
Waters, cited the success ofthe crop 
in northern New South Wales and, 
further afield, New Orleans in 
America where he said the climate 
was often colder than in Kiama (a 
submission discounted by Etylong). 

As Kiama was experiencing only 
moderate success with its wheat, 
Mr Scott arrived at just the right 
time with local farmers keen to 
accept his well-meaning promises. 

To the Editor 01 the 
Kiama Independent 

"THE SUGAR-CANE: SIR 
... Etylong says that the climate at 
Kiama is too frigid for the profitable 
growth of the sugar-cane. Now, it 
has been grown here at several 
places, and at Port Macquarie ... (1) 
state my experience upon known 
facts of an industry which may 
advance the material interests of 
Kiama. Thomas Scott ... " 

Kiama Independent, October 27, 
1864 

"SIR:- Mr Scott considers, or pro
fesses to consider, that my first letter 
was written from personal ill-feel
ing. 1 have no ill-feeling against Mr 
Scott, but from personal knowledge 
of that gentleman and his projects, 
and an extensive knowledge of the 
earth, climate, surface and produc
tions, I consider it my duty to warn 
the Kiama public against the waste 
of valuable time, money, and still 
more valuable energy, in opposition 
to all known laws of climate. 
Etylong ... " 

Kiama Independent, 
November 3,1864. 

"SIR:- .. .In the present impover
ished state of the district, owing to 
the low price of its staple produce, 
all will admit the necessity of trying 
some other production, and when 
the people are actually trying an 
experiment, Etylong turns obstruc
tionist and throws cold water on the 
movement; I however, hope my one 
pound subscription will be like 
bread cast on the waters and that I 
shall eventually see my little free
hold at least half covered with sugar 
cane .. . A Small Farmer." 

Kiama Independent, 
November 3, 1864. 

"CULTIVATION OF THE SUG
AR - On Tuesday last, one of those 
enterprising gentlemen who are 
endeavouring to introduce the prac
tice of sugar-growing as a perma
nent industry in the Illawarra, viz 
Mr John Colley, brought into town a 
specimen of the young cane which is 
now growing on his farm ... 
Considering how recently the cane 
was planted, the result would 

appear to be full of promise for the 
ultimate success of the attempt to 
grow sugar-cane in this district." 

Kiama Independent, 
March 16, 1865 

"THE SUGAR-CANE - Those of 
our readers who feel interested in 
the agricultural improvements of 
the district will be glad to hear that 
the point on which the principle 
doubt rested as to the prospects of 
sugar growing here has been, in a 
great measure, settled. The frosts 
and winds which have occurred 
during the early part of the present 
winter have not materially injured 
any of the canes, though both have 
been of unusual severity... A wise 
man will not, however, regard the 
fortune of the district as already 
made, or forget that other and 
unforeseen difficulties may possibly 
arise before the first sugar is pro
duced in Kiama for the market. " 

Kiama Independent, 
June 22, 1865 

"SUGAR-CRUSHING In 
answer to the invitation of Mr J 
Robb, a number of gentlemen 
assembled at his residence, 
Riversdale, to witness the first 
attempt at sugar-cane crushing in 
the district, under the able superin
tendence of the venerable introducer 
of cane into the colony, Mr Thomas 
Scott, of Brisbane Waters... The 
crushing mill, with three large 
rollers, 14 inches long and 12 inches 
in diameter, belonging to Mr John 
Colley, had been removed to 
Riversdale and attached to Mr 
Robb's churning apparatus (an 
American machine driven by two 
horses), and although only capable 
of crushing one cane at a time, and 
going at a speed of far too great for 
the purpose, it was really astonish
ing to see the quantity of juice from 
one cane ... From the weight of canes 
per acre (dressed for crushing), 
nearly 36 tons, and density of the 
juice, marking nearly 11 Beaume's 
saccharometer, Mr Scott anticipated 
the most favourable results. " 

Kiama Independent, 
October 18, 1866 

"THE AGRICULTURAL EXHI
BITION - ... The recent experiments 
in the cultivation of sugar cane and 
the importance of 'this most prof
itable and agricultural industries', 
give special interest to the exhibition 
of samples of the manufactured arti
cle. Specimens were forwarded on 
this occasion by Messrs James Robb 
sen, and John Colley ... Another of 
the possible industries of the district 
was exemplified by Mr James 
Harvison, who exhibited some fine 
specimens of raw silk, which excited 
some remarks of amusing simplicity 
from some of the spectators unac
quainted with its character." 

Kiama Independent, 
March 7, 1867 
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"THE ROADS - We are glad to see 

that the little amount voted by 
Parliament for repairs of our roads 
has already been the means of 
affecting some considerable amount 
of improvement. This has been 
accomplished chiefly on the 
Jamberoo side of this town... It is, 
indeed, a pity that so much good 
work should be expended on the very 
perishable material of which our 
roads are at present formed. " 

Kiama Independent, 
August 4, 1864 

"GERRINGONG harbour 
improvement - Our worthy member 
has been exerting himself on our 
behalf, and by his powerful influ
ence on governmental circles, has 
succeeded, it is said, in obtaining a 
promise that there shall be placed 
on the estimates a sum of money suf
ficient to form the approaches to and 
erect a jetty in the harbour, for the 
reception and shipping of goods and 
produce." 

Kiama Independent, 
September 22, 1864 

"JAMBEROO - The problem 
which has for a long time puzzled 
those concerned, viz, which is the 
most practicable route to the top of 
the mountain, has, I understand, 
received something like a satisfacto
ry solution within the last few days. 
Messrs DL Dymock, John Tate, 

James Walker, and others, while 
engaged in exploring for the pur
pose, discovered a track which a 
very small expense would make 
practicable for wheeled carriages, 
and of which no part is steeper than 
the ascent of Spring Hill ... I believe 
there is some memorial to the 
Municipal Council on foot, request
ing their assistance in some way to 
open up the track in question." 

Kiama Independent, 
March 5, 1868 

"THE ESTIMATES - The follow
ing amounts for local improvements 
were placed on the estimates by the 
Martin-Parkes ministry, and have 
been voted by Parliament:- For the 
bridge over the Minnamurra at the 
ferry £600; for a jetty at Gerringong 
Boat Harbour £500." 

Kiama Independent, 
April 29, 1869 

Volunteer Rifle 
Corps 

The Kiama Volunteer Rifle Corps 
was formed in 1868 after Bismarck 
and the Prussians seized the 
German states, threatening the 
peace of Europe (and ultimately 
bringing about the Franco
Prussian War in 1870). 

The corps engaged in regular activ
ities in preparation for action, includ
ing rifle matches, drills and camps 
away. Corps were formed at 
Jamberoo and Gerringong soon after. 

SCARRATT 
& ASSOCIATES 

"VOLUNTEER 
MEETING - A meet
ing of volunteers 
and others took 
place at the Court
house on Friday 
evening last. 
Recruits to the num
ber of 56 were sworn 
in, and a committee 
of 12 appointed to 
conduct the busi
ness of the Corps. 
An updress uniform 
was decided upon, 
consisting of a blue 
serge tunic with 
scarlet facings, and 
a military cap with 
scarlet band. " 

Surveyors & Land Consultants 

With extensive experience in the Kiama, lamberoo 
and Gerringong areas we offer a personalised, 

consulting, surveying service covering all aspects of 
property development. 

Ph: 4233 1448 Fax: 4233 1215 
~ 
f)l 5/125 Terralong SI, Kiama 

Kiama 
Independent, 

August 13, 1868 

"VOLUNTEER 
AFFAIRS 
Parades, with sham 
fighting, at which 
blank cartridge was 
burnt, took place on 
the evenings of 
Friday and Monday 

HISTORICAL PRINTS 
OF LOCAL KIAMA AREAS AND LANDMARKS 

Gerringong, Jamberoo & Kiama Locations from $15 Unframed. 

last, the scene of operations being, 
on Friday, the reserve on Chapman's 
Point, and on Monday at the 
Blowhole Point. The number of 
members in attendance on each 
occasion exceeded 50." 

Kiama Independent, 
July 1, 1869 

Larrikinisrn 
"TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE: On 

Thursday last a report was current 
about the town that gold had been 
discovered at Pike's Hill in the cut
ting now being made there, and a 
little excitement was occasioned 
thereby. People, however, did not go 
out of their wits, but waited discreet
ly for further information before 
finally making up their minds to go 
mad about it, and when the 'latest 
intelligence' was received, their dis
cretion became justified as the 
whole affair turned out to be a hoax. 
The men working at the cutting had 
for some days entertained a general 
notion that the rock contained gold 
and kept an anxious look out for 
signs of hidden treasure. One of 
their number, who has in his posses
sion a small nugget, bethought him 
of practising on their anxiety; and 
as a good joke threw this nugget in 
amongst the debris over which the 
rest were intently prying ... Thejoke, 
however, soon got wind and we have 
now quite recovered from the effects 
of the news and are going about our 
several occupations, strengthened in 
the conviction that gold is not to be 
got in Kiama under the ground, 
although a fair share of it is to be 
collected by industry and persever
ance in the cultivation of the sur
face." 

The Examiner, June 23, 1860 

"JAMBEROO: A habit of noctur
nal pillage has lately become preva
lent about the 'settlement', some of 
our neighbours having been, under 
cover of darkness, plundered of a 
quantity of linen, which had been 
allowed to remain, after nightfall, 
on the clothesline and fences." The 
Examiner, September 22, 1860 

The Wildlife 
Kiama had an array of wildlife, 

but none more perilous than 
snakes. It appeared that, during 
the warmer weather, from spring 
onwards, snakes enjoyed a long 
reign of terror, killing many, and 
bringing others within inches of a 
painful, lingering death. 

And they were not only to be 

found in the paddocks as the farm
ers cleared the land for farming, 
settling and roads, they were also 
encountered in more populated 
areas, having slithered from near
by paddocks. 

As was the usual custom of the 
day, most wildlife deemed bother
some was killed forthwith, and not 
always in a merciful fashion. 

"JAMBEROO: A remarkable ani
mal has been discovered this week 
by a man of Mr DL Waugh's, a per
fect lusus naturae of the reptile 
species. It is about two feet in length 
and, strange to say, is only the thick
ness of an ordinary knitting needle 
from the head to the tail, with a 
head like a snake. It was found 
basking in the sun, and when 
touched moved away with all the 
motion of a snake. It evidently 
belongs to the snake kind, for its 
entire motions exactly correspond 
with those of the snake. It has, I 
believe, been sent to the Sydney 
Museum, in a bottle of spirits. " 

The Examiner, May 2, 1860 

"JAMBEROO: As the warm 
weather approaches, one naturally 
expects to hear something of the rep
tile population of the country; and 
this spring we are not disappointed -
for although we have scarcely yet 
had the odour of warm weather in 
our nostrils, the snakes appear, if 
report may be credited, to have been 
making as strong a muster as if they 
intended the entire conquest of the 
colony... The particular report to 
which I allude is one which proba
bly has been repeated in Kiama as 
well as here. The purport of it, 
whether true or false, is that the men 
occupied in forming the road over 
the hill at Meadow Bank, discovered 
the other day an extraordinary 
number of those amiable creatures -
some say three hundred, chiefly 
youngsters, all lying perdu, among 
and under the stones which they 
(the men) found it necessary to shift 
during their work; and all within a 
few yards along the line. Of these, I 
am assured that nearly 200 were 
killed on the spot, the rest made the 
best of their way out of present dan
ger to form, no doubt, a focus of 
rebellion and insurrection else
where." The Examiner, September 
1,1860 

"VERY LIKE A WHALE 
INDEED: We have just been told 
that there is a 'real live' whale to be 
seen in the little bay near Mr East's, 
where he has been seen disporting 
himself since Sunday morning to 
the great astonishment of the neigh
bourhood. It is said to be a sperm 
whale, about 40 feet long... Our 
retired mariners are all excited and 
are laying their heads together to 

compass his destruction. His 
Whaleship would certainly be worth 
bagging these hard times. " 

The Examiner, July 2, 1861 

"FISH OH! Lovers of this delicacy 
have lately had an opportunity 
which seldom occurs here of gratify
ing their piscatory inclinations to 
almost any extent. Owing, we pre
sume, to the unusually protracted 
drought, the water of the Lagoon 
had become so impure that the fish 
crowded down to the lower end, in 
the vain expectation of finding 
egress to the sea ... Implements of the 
field and chase, of husbandry and 
the dairy, saplings from the neigh
bouring bush &c, were pressed into 
the service and soon the sands of the 
Lagoon were dotted with piles of the 
spoil. The 'take' was so large that 
quantities were left to rot upon the 
beach; and we venture to assert that 
if anyone in Kiama dined fish less 
for the last two Fridays, it was his 
own fault." 

The Examiner, 
November 25, 1862 

"A GOOD HAUL - Mr Wm Black 
informs us that on Saturday morn
ing he bagged an extraordinary 
number of cockatoos by means of a 
net which he had adjusted over his 
corn straddle. Watching his oppor
tunity when the white feathered gen
try sat thickest on the yellow grain, 
he drew his net and secured no less 
than 112 of the depredators. Good 
sport this!" 

Kiama Independent, 
September 22, 1863 

"MONSTER HAWK - In the vicin
ity of the Stockyard Mountain, 
Jamberoo, the eagle hawks, whose 
eeyrie is in the neighbouring crags, 
have this season especially been a 
great nuisance to the settlers, com
mitting sad havoc amongst the 
poultry. One settler named Faulks, 
having suffered as he thought a lit
tle more than his share, and not 
being able to get within gunshot, 
adopted a somewhat novel mode of 
catching these 'kings of the feath
ered tribe'. For this purpose he bait
ed a large, strong rat trap with calf's 
flesh, and left it well secured on a 
spot frequented by the hawks. He 
had not long to wait before snap 
went the trap, catching in its iron 
grasp the lord of the lot, which being 
despatched, was found to measure 
across the wings from tip to tip, sev
en feet four inches. A similar process 
might be adopted with advantage in 
other localities. " 

Kiama Independent, 
February 21,1867 

Jamberoo Pub & Saleyard Motel 
Established 1857 

The Warren Family of the lamberoo Pub continue their proud tradition into 
the Year 2000. 
Proud to be winners of this year's Southern Illawarra and Tourism Business 
Award in the tourism and hospitality category, and also the award for best 
Customer Service. 
lamberoo Pub has played a significant role in this area's past and will 
continue to do so into the new century as lamberoo celebrates its 175th 
anmversary. 

12 Allowrie Street, 
lamberoo 

KIAMA PICTURE COMPANY 
106 Terralong Street 4233 1300 PHONE 4236 0270 






