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THE KIAMA INDEPENDENT.

The Kiame Independent has a rather unipue history in that
it was commeneod a8 a result of a public meeting and that during

1ts 86 years of existence it has remained in the control of the
Veston fami ly. p :

The first newspaper in Kisama was the "Examiner” which first
saw the light of day in igg%. However due to being involved in :
a 1libel action became insolvent and was purchased by-and “?g
incorporated with the Wollongong "Illawarrs ?orcury" , 1’1 i

However the people of Kiama were not sstisfied vith the .

’ nrrangement and at a public meeting a gormittee of 20 was formed Pid*i
which i1ssued g prospectua of a weekly Journal to te called the (. N

"Riama Independent" which read:

Aot

"The Committee by public meeting aprointed to conserve

L e g T,

the interests of Kiama by the publication of this new serisl

are of opinion that the Tosldence of the proprietor, and the

printing of the Examiner in Woollongong {x) and the consequent

1088 1n the eirculating medium together with tpe fact that ' ies.

one whose residence and interests are at g distanco, cannot

be expeeted to raprecont the rights gngd interests of Kiama

satiatnctorily, and that these vith several other disadvantagel

}} LR V'\
will be entirely removed by the printing on the spot of the PIO - 8
Kisma Indepondont. The cormittee alao felt, that ¢n a ° kii

district 1liye Kinma, having such lsrge Tesources and so public

(x) Thla was the old spelling of Wollongong. . ‘ i ok
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spirited a porulation a 'Jooal newspaper must be a kind
of soclsl necessity. The poople of this posperoua Community
are will able and the committee belleve, right willing to -
support a newspsper of their omn. And that although an effort
to_outnbliah a local newspaper has, after a struggle for
geveral years, proved & fallure, this fact should not deter
them from entering the literary, politidnl, scientific, and
moral.;rogrosa'nrona. The cormittee fesl that tho people of
~the whole diatrict now fully roalise ‘the loss they sustain
in not having & peper of their own, & paper printed on the
spot and containing copiou- roportn of diatriot news up to
the moment of golng to press. And are sure that a little
energy on the part of proprietors, and a little public spirit
on the part of’the public, w11l be the means of founding in
Kirsma a local paper which shall be jnferior to no provincial
Journal in the whole Colon;. The proprietors of the Kiama
Independent 1111, in political matters, maintain s 1iberal
and independent policy, while they will reaedily and
unreservedly open their columns to & candid and temperate
' discussion of all public questions of interesat. The committee
&n laying this prospectus bororo the public deem i1t right to
state that capital to the amount of nonrly £300 1s required .
to purchane the necessary plant for oarrying out thtir-
undortaking. And also to 1nform them that the members of
sald committes will personally caninss the entire district
to obtain subooribors to the Kiama Indopendoni and the
gubscription in sdvance from those who wish its success ard

are able. secondly, to collect as a loan the £300 capital

In the .nriy Pighties the farmers of the. "' S
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_required to be paid beck in fnn. R ‘?safb:«ii: crwda LY

¥r. Joseph Feston who had arr!.vod tn Autnnn ﬁm W
in 1886 undertook the proprhwuh!.p of 2he. ,!;-atm. Bo.'«n; ‘*
oarponcor by trade he t&ok into pnturohip with Mn "~ an M
who was » prlntcr. o i e

' Vi
The first issue was mdo on Ia% Jﬂy,
es'MY
copy and comprised 4 pun 10" x 84%.. -

| In March 1809 Robert Bn-r oeumod an oppui uon_ vpam the
 Kiama Pilot whish had a m.r oziatmo of nhu 3 mru
o meet tho bhrut of s peuibuitr of the uublt Mt

wmghe . .
hand xw.ui’“’H At firat this wu dr&von «»b: tu

" which in turn drove the Press, on’ ma.y ﬁ&th lcy'i‘clm
{ssue was printed with a n«lr lm‘ulhd ﬂuﬂ mt_ }

- been ropaid-
In the early zighties the farmers of the




oxportmins very poor returns for their bduster vhhh mn botu
marketed by Commission Agcnn m mnz st. m Au ﬂun

- Commission Agents aﬂnrt!.ud in the Indopondoni. m, to qwto :
Mr. Arthur Cousins in his 'aardon of NS M. 'Jonph Iutu -pus
himulr in the forefront or a orusade to take m Wo “nny from

these agents nnd put it in the hands of . an Igmr oontmm tw
the framers themselves. He pnbnuhod a nﬂ.n of. u-ueln
 the "Independent® giving an account of the wmcm-nt- tho St
Co-operative llovomnt in England.. With Neasrs. an Dvnooi angd - N
G. Forter ho visited Illawarra, anoamm and cuhn ul-ging the.
farmers to coe-operate and coantrol the -arkntlu of ﬁhﬁir owm -

dairy products.”
The adoption of this wmoiplo in the nhunn mnrtot led
_through various stajes $0 the extablishment of the. rrodnom
. Distriduting Booioty ‘and the nnin l'anou nm;- 0&.: -monu
Sydney today handle dairy produce worth uo.ooo.m ”r lnm.
» Jouph Yeston was also one of the firat Ld&mson;ot ‘the. lhu
- Pioneer co-cpontin Produoe Co, whioh bunt the. ﬂ.ﬂt oo-oponun 4]
butter factory in Australis at Kismse . . i0is

‘In 1883 the office prowises. ‘beoame. too- mu qll{:tlu mnnt
building 60 feed x BO feet and of two, storeys. was' mu,;{_f‘_ﬁf: ;s
opened on Rflst Amut with a nm&gl olonm R

In 1898 the "Independent®™ was l,nuod m« um . vm on i
Tuesdays, Thursdays and. ?ridnn, tut: thia was. not [T u«on uM' E

in 1900 rovortod to twice & week on !’undm &, Mdun.
- A second oppoaanon paper the "South Coust. chmnc' nppnrod
# in 1393 but only lasted 3 mnsu. | :

0n 1st July 1907 the wbncnuon dnyu were m!."‘i'{




gas engine replaced the steam .aggn. which had tivon ” od- '

for more than 30 years. S R S B A B
~ After the desth of Joseph Weston in mm 1918 tho mzm-
reverted to his’ !'amny, John and Joseph, Mary and Slullors
'+ This year also waw the introduction of a tmutiiﬁ: mhtm.'
A Oorman Typograph was installed in October at a coat of MOO.
This machine cast a line umuw to the present nnotm; ‘ht tho |
oporntion was much olwor as the matrices vere. dtur&huﬂ hﬂn-...
- another line could be commenced. e '
Joseph Weston m. s0ld his share to the rmmin; mﬁnm
in 1915 and after a few 4ifficult years -d_uring logl@s«;iur 11" they

purchased the Kiama Reporter in 1920, Dnr!.nj the 'u-m iy .
- "Independent™ had been rortnpnto in hnvinc good 'tooh:?:“ ﬂlﬁlpflﬂt
and d1d not have to pay more than'£40 a‘tom for. it. Oacho othier’ |
hand the. proprioton of the "Reporter®, ltnr- .l!. Gale nnd son. o
had paid up to £110 a ton and thu hrgoly contributed to thou' ,
" declaion to sell; o : R , |
The "Reporter" was ﬁot incorporated in the. "IndepoMohb" butb
continued ss a separate paper published on Wodnuﬂq, 'Mht tho ‘
| 'Inﬂopondont' was published on aaturdan. . This. nrnncononi
oontinued until 1947, when the "Reporter"® was. 1ncorporltp¢ in. the
~ "Independent”, the latter belng published an' Wednesday and sn‘tu‘raq;f
~ When the electricity was extended. to Kima in. 1996 an ohourlo : |
) ‘motor roplacod the riv] ongino for net ive power, vhlht An. loro 4
rocent years e potrol onglno hu bom m-un,oa a8 an lmuuv

plant in case of power rai:luru.v L : TR
The year 1029 waw a D}& change. A model 1‘ x-_iﬂ.“m ‘with
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four sises of type roplacod the typogrnph and a m vlckl htor
a Payne Doudble Royal. cylindor Press rophood tho vlnrlmlu mu

which was acoepted by tho 876noy !‘cchnicnl lulm ll M !‘ m

oldest of its type in Aunran n. | o . ,
. Tn 1940, due to the newsprint nhortaso omnd by wm'm !!!nr 11
tho ‘paper was reduced to a 8 page nuom of a yqo l‘.ll. of 18‘
18" .
alneo 1989 more equipment has boon added to tho mnotm uo
thet tho whole of the newspaper is nuv -nohino “t, lnd enly vory

occasionally 1s a hand get line nud.

¥iss ¥ery wutcn dsed in 1936 and her brothor John 10 rowl ‘

later. The paper is now cauducud by thetr nmiﬂ.u olqt»
¥iss Eleanor Weston and John Weston's only non Alboﬂ"lohl Wocton.
It 1s interesting to note that the ob:oou or tnqmmo:- s’
enumerated in the mcpoetuu has been eu'rhﬁ m ptght Ihronghont
1ts history, and the prasent pﬁlﬂ.w (11: 1949) 1! .tiu '
Ron-sectarian and unbiesed politically. - o
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THE KTA¥A EXAMINER

The Kiama Fxeminer was started with a second hand plant by

Robert Barr.  The first issue appesred on 24th April, 1868

and vas isswed each Baturday, the price being éd per copy.

It consisted of 4 pages 18"x24" and was printed 1in premises in

8@pe1hnvan 8treet.
4

e
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On 3rd July, the proprietor announoed that "ag conniderahlo
expense he had imported some of tho most beautiful machinery ever
introduced into pbinting business in H.8,W., which for speed and
exeoution of work stands unrivalled," |

On 18th December, 1B58 the Examiner printed aen article
attacking Alexander Berry

R PR

et s S A ek DSt )
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k.L.C. for threatening to denounce the
Rev. M. Garven to the Presbyterian Synod if he nllowed Rov. John

T

Dunmore Lang, who was at that time under auaponulon by the Synod,

to preach in the Church at Shoalhaven. Dr. Lang vho was & strong

ﬁj-ndvocnto of land reform would be bitterly opposed to Berry who had
. acquired an estate of 80 square miles. | S i

The article aﬁpenra to have been inspired, if not written by

Dr. Lang, who wrote a letter in similar terms to the Illawarra

Fercury the same week. This letter was also reprinted in the

 Exeminer, Both articles were of & very personal nature auggesting

. 13
- that Beryy was "approaching second ¢hildhood” end atating that S
he was "

& heartless and determined oppressor of his tellow men" |
and waa "a wicked and c¢ruel landlord",

As could be expected Berry sued Dr, Lang, Thoman Garrett

proprietor of the FYeroury and the Examiner for libel.

111 three were found guilty and Berry was awarded dnmasol of

£160 ngainat the Mercury snd £200 againlt tho Exeminer.

!
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The latter case was heard before ¥r. Justice Dickinsoh and
& jury of 12 in the Supfeme Court, Sydney on ;ch.ﬁugust 1859

The next day Robert Barr sold the Examiner by pubiic auction
preaumably to meet the costs of the case end ¥r. W, Vance baoamo
the owner, _

I'ue to this upset the Saturday's inaua was of only £ pages
and continued as such until 22nd October. _ Barr continucd ag
printer of the paper.

On 8th October %“illiem Irving beonmo the propristor and on
24th December it was announced th :t rrom the beginning of 1860
_the paper would be 1ssued twice a veek,

Files of the Examiner, now in the ¥itohell Library are
incomplete and the next {asue preserved 1g that of 8th Janﬁary
1861 when David L. Waugh of Jamberoo nhd ¥1lliam D Keares Junior
of Kiama were thé proprietors snd the paper had reverted to a
weekly published on Tuesday,

During the early purt of 1863 the Jroprietor of the Illawarr:
¥oroury purchased the anmlner end in-corporated it with the

Meroury.



EIAMA PILOT.

The Xiame Filot was extablished in March 1867 by Robert Barr

- and W.C, Logen. It was publiehed each Thursdey and was priced
st 4. Tt consisted of 4 pagéalla" x 24"
Tn 1869 Robert Bsrr became the sole propristor,
. Eererencqs to the Pilot can be traced in the Independent
files until lﬂth‘Ootober 1871 and in an old bank book 1s a |
recard that Barr paid his last wages on 30th December 1871 and

then had only 17/9 in his account. Other transactions continued

for several months before the sccount was closed.
Presumably the Fllot ceased publication on 30th December

1

1871 due to finenoisl difficulties.

St oo, e e 1514 oy Sclord.
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KIAMA REPORTER,

The Kiama Reporter was commenced in 1877 by Charles Issac

. Watson,

Only fragments of the files remain; but apparently Vatson
sold the paper about IBBi or 1882 to S. kajor, a lopal atorekeeper,
who 1in turn sold 1t to C.D. Young on 12th August. 1887.

However, Young dieposed of the paper to George‘Dinning and
James A. FoDermott on £nd Novombef of the 8sme year.,

On 19th Karch Alfred Weston Bullen, nephew of the proprietor
and foreman on the Independent staff left the Independent to |
purchase Ecbormott's shsre.

Later A.W, Bulien became the sole proprietor and about 1914
g0ld the Jeporter to'A.H. Gale 4 son who in 1920 sold the title
and stock to the Kiama Independent for £60.
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S8OUTH COAST ChROWICLE.

The South Cosst Chronicle was founded by Joserh Findlay and
James E Gollsn, both of ihom had previously worked on the Klama
Tndependent . - | ‘

' The firat issue spreared on 6th October 1895 and consisted
of 8 pugoa‘le” x 18" and sold for 1d per ocopy.

The psper had only a short existance, so far as csn be

' ascertalned ceased publicetion in Jamuary or February 1898
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KIA¥ SENTINEL

In 1930 the Kiamn Sentinel was published by J.Aucher
proprietor of the 8outh Coast Register at Berry and was circuleted
free at Kiama. .

Leo O'Dwyer was the editor and it consisted of 4 pages
12" x 18",

The fublioxtion lasted only 16 months.

The files were destroyed in a fire at fne Reglster O0ffice.




