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William Gibson

William Henry Irvine Gibson was born in August 1895 at Jamberoo, the
son of Verjetta Elizabeth Gibson.

William, a labourer, was a member of the famous Waratah March. At the time
of enlistment, he had two years and five months experience with the 37"
lllawarra Regiment in Kiama, holding the rank of Company-Sergeant-Major.

The ‘“Waratahs.”

DISTRICT CONTINGENT,
Following is the official list of dijs-
trict men who have Jojned the " Wary-
lalis™ in their roule murch to Syduey,
where they are due on tue 17th st —

Private W, Fjtler
3 E. J. Lucus
% J, Hanraban
% L. H, Edwars
= K. W. Evuns
" E. H. Fisher
» W, DBodlord
" T, Sunpson
5 R. Mchouald

S J. M. King
5 John  Henderson
» H. Kug

,, J. 1, Cooper

» B, Leggelt

@ H. Warren

> H. H, 8. Warner

2 C. G, Claude Edwards

o H. Hindes

» A. I Howes

» W. J. Brown

% C, 8, Brandon

o C. H. Serls (Shellharbour)
5 W. H. 1. Gilson (Jamberov)

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 11 DECEMBER 1915



Kiama
Library

www.library.kiama.nsw.gov.au

At Jamberoo.
THREE REORUITS,

_—

At Terragong, the ohildren of the
Jorcara achool uncer Mre, Oiley, ther
teacher, alovd waiting the march (o
give them a vool drjnk by the way uud
some  refreshments,

At Myrtle Grove the family of My,
Hugh mobb gave them similar treat
ment, The Kisms band  bedded e
brocession to Jamberog.

The A, Squad of the [Mawarra Light
Haorse, under Lieuts, T, Gy gave
escort with  the mounted police o
Jumiwron, ulso the ¢adeis ubder Sergt,
Bouth, Lttt Pobble  Bud  acting
s o sart taio . owor bearer, leading the
vay o his pony, Mr, Nesbit Carson
Kenriously gave the transport,

At the Scnool of Arws, all Jamberoo
amd the distret residents gathered with
the Mayor and aldermon and clergy
Lo wesosme the Warntahs,

Too Mayor sl Loty were proud to
give then welcome s they had oflered
uobly to fight lor fne Empire and he
Was sute, would wits honour, curry on
e work Dbegun at Gallipoli. Thel
learta went with Giem and earnest
lope for a xafe return, The school
vitdhivn then sang awoctly, “Advance
Australia Foir,” " After wiuch the re-
Wulls were beated to o4 cool wash

id L teees and taen marched tuto
toe hall to dowes

Ihe dladug hall was & picture o
artange oyes, wnd w0 delight to the
Lisie of a gowrmer, Xmas Lells wepe
the Hower decoration, plum  puddings,
Jullivs custards, Iruge, with lham apa
cold meats and three hot vegelables,
the vatubles, =

Graee was sald by the HRev, A,
Reeve, Tue Kindly wajtivsses in the
Jamberoo ladies  weye pepujd by the
appreciation of the splend ineal they
hid su gouerously  prepared, damtily
served and- given with such 8 warm-
heatted  welcome —~worthy of the los-
pitable traditions  of Jamberoo,  The
Mayor who sal Captam Blow on lys
gt and the Hon, (v, Mo Burns on s
loit projosed the toast of the King,
loyaly posoured, Ale, . W, Craig,
proposell the tosst o1 the "Waratahs, '
wihoch ecepved  musical  honore, he
wax pleased 1o wolcome them o Jaw-
berou, They were o erédit ta the
Souts Coast and 1t was gratifyng 1o
Kuow (et soch vouths came readily
forward i the e couniry’s eause wita-
out voudeniption,  He was sure they'd
o eacellent wvork und they all prayed
they would have a safe return,

Captain - Blow  brjely  thanked the
Mayor, Mayoress and vitizens of Jan-
oeroo for e aplendid welcome and
exprossed  deep appreciation of  ther
good wishes,  Chey wese most gratoe.
ial o e ladivs o Jamberoo whoe had
au eacolleady entertained Wiem, They
had teveved nothjog but thy kindest
il most lavish  hosoitality, wi-
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Bad peveved nothjng but the Kijndest
ad o lavish hospltality, al-
feo wii b the  bally ™ beof and
Cisilos o wamp  life would seen
atvange.  Lhey had guthered nunibers
s Ly roced lod and matehed through
dunmiberos tial by To siong. o von
luglon he ageadn tnanged tiem [or thed
aprdtinh d e ey don,

five Hon. G. M, Burns wwd Mr, M.
Fo Mornos, Ma 07, witi ihepusnoe Aldider
sot, maiehed Wita e pecregos (ilo the
fown, alst tie Hesalil " pogeesentative,
Mre. Walker, wio  accoupaniss e
Maeedt,  the Mayor wd aldermen  se-
nmpm:i“d thii e lng guests and
A leaNong, 1 poriadel tdtens were give
en by e reshlvnis alid the recrujis.
Lhe band of Gae Sft Infunlry agaim
played the “Waratala™ off,  having
ween laken to Jawberoo in the molos
borey,  Uhe Laght Howse fell in bebiand
atl & goolly number of residents ea-
corted tem out of town, well on Hew
wuy to Mo Park,

P fowin Wwae guy with flags strotch-
oll across  the poadway at iulervals
aud nu owreh of geeenory  aml o owild
Howers wus over the gateway, tho -
alde of the bouldjog myng  decorsted
nlso, Jumberoo truly excelled itsell
In e weleome, and all ae to by con-
gratulated wihose hard work ensured wo
thorough n succoss—a  success  that
truly rellected credit on the commuan
1y,
(Aree Jamberoo recruits joined the
march, D, MeGarthy, W, Giuson wncd
u.:xlomur whose name was not procur-
e,
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AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMRIAL } i . P00707.026

THE WARATAHS LEAVING KIAMA, ON THE WAY TO JAMBEROO, WHERE WILLIAM
GIBSON JOINED THE MARCH.
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FAREWELL TO CAPTAIN GIBSON,

The many f[riends of” Corporal: W
(libson met ‘i the: Jamberoo - Methodist
Sitnday Scheol lall last Saturday night
1oz the purpose of bidding arewell io
him, * pEior - to . his “departure for the
Iont.. Lne . send-ofi” took fhe form of
w socinl under the auspices of the locul
:L.U.L, of which Corporal Gibson has
‘been- a?worthy: member for- the past
two years, ' Many spceches were made
‘by  various, members, all paying a. high
.tribute “to” Corporal - Gibson for- enlist-:
iy 1o service abroad. , | obi
. The W.M, Bro. 8. Sproule, then call-
od upon Corporal Gibsqn to coms tort
ward and addept @ “salety razdr oub.t,:
suitably .ingeribed as a:slight. token. of
the jesteemin which hg:hvas‘held by bl
brethren, - W% 27 S Lt e

Bro. Gibson suitablyf responded,

During:the evening. a very :fine musi-
cal-programme ias: refidered;;iand great
ly. approciated ; by thode ‘present; . Re-
freshments:were thei -donejiistice. - to,
after-which: all. those. present joined in
singing, “God ‘be With:-you'till'we niect
again,” closing withy the singing of the
Nutional Antuem, e ki el
., Corporal.-Gibson _malkos.  the ‘fourth
-member of :No. 110 to,eugage in:active
miicavy -seirvice while others’ belongirg:
to the Lodgeshayeiliad:the;hard- luck.
“to .be: turnéd down.  Corporal  Gibson
Gibson .i3-a- member of the South/Coast
10ute march; and at the time- ol enlist-
-ingr-hold -the ranks of Vompany:-Sergeant:

Major in the "37th-infantry, . A
KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 26 JANUARY 1916
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' . RECRUITING ASSOCIATION, -
) ,':_"'r‘ ""'-—0— Sl '- o .
* Bend-off to &ho “Waratahs."

{ B C) .

A speeial meeting of ' the abave .was
held ‘at: the Council Chambers”on’ Fri-
day " last, at 7.30° p.m., to-‘make. 'the
necessary arrungements for ueitizen's
rirewell, . send-off.-und - prosentation leo
L Waratahs, and’ other recruits now
in ‘camp. befors thelr departure for the
[vont. - There /were present:  Aossrs.
‘I, Dennis (in.the chair),” Alds: ¥. Lean
and W,  Cornford, Messrs. @. Knight,
W.. Fraser, P.” Guifliths; - Capt. B. AL
Blow,. Rev. A. Gallep, Ttev. " W. Wall,
A, }Sryuut,:'-,c.l’.s., “ R H.::Steventon
R. 'J. Thomas, F. Small, Rev. dL -Moc-
‘Namarn ‘and . the.secretary, - :

‘Ihe chairman reported-that thoe sub-
committee had instructed the secrolary
and” Sergt-Major Gill' to; proceed to
Liverpool\Camp te Interview thie Camp
Commandant as to the probuble date of
.,thb-;.wamt.ah's ‘departure for the [ront,
and’ if “possible: obtain leave [or other
‘Tearuits . mow 'in’ camp. hf

‘The secretary, stated thet as the
Wiaratahs . werc. obtaining their final
leave on Thursday, 17th February (to-

morrow),. lm-]md’ with the able issist-
ance of Cant. W, Doles (Provost Mar-
shdll, Liverpool Camp), been nbie Lo ar-
range for the whole of the Kiama re-
cluits 'to -get leave for the function,
wwhiclitakes place i the . Oddlellows’
'Hall -(by kind permission.of Messrs,
Weston & Colley who changed their|
picture. show night so that .c could be
Cheld gu Thursday ab 8 ‘pan, ‘
| Arrungements are now , well in hand
| and presentations are to be made by
the Association and Red Cross Sociely
military and band, slso by the local
Lodges of Oddfellows and mmeémbers of
the Methodist Church. . 1t was decided:
‘to extewd invitations to W.' J. Gibson,,
| of Jumbéreo, C. A, Sproule, of Shell-
harbour -aud  Stan Somerville ‘lo be
preseit;. . T
. The Iadies "intend entertaining the
men ab’supper and-a good musical pro-
gramme is. arranged. wlich will add
@ the gveniug's eujoyment, .

The military band  (by kind permis-
zion of Capt. Ityun)! will march with
the men to the hall and pl

) vy selee-
tions -during the evening.

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 16 FEBRUARY 1916
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There were about 200 peisons pres-
ent 2t a meecting held in Jamberoo
School of Arts last Saturday night to
bid farewell to recruits and make pres-
entations, His worship, the Mayor,
Ald, J. E. Ndble presided, and the
meeting  was most enthusiastje. The
guvsts were Messrs, Robert W, Boolh,
theo, Graham, William Gibson, and J,
Cady, each recciving a sheepskin vest
from Mrs. C. W. Craig, on benall of the
Jamberoo Soldier’s VPresentation Com-
mittee, and a parcel from Mrs, Hugh
Colley on behall of the Jamberoo Red
Cress Society, LEach recipient sujtably
acknowledged. William Gibson was al-
so presented with suitable tokens by
Bro. S. Sproule, N.G. on behall of the
G.U.O. Oddfellows’ Minnamurra branch.
Sergeauts Dymock and Bryce (returned
solwers), recruiting ollicers, were pres-
ent anit made appeals for recruits,
Patriotic speeches were awso made by
the Chairman, Rev., A. Reeves, and
Rev. Father McNamara, A short
musical programme was also given, The
meeting opened and closed with the
singing of the National Anthem. Miss
E. Nelson acted as organiser and hon,
secretary to the movemeut,

KIAMA INDEPENDENT. 15 MARCH 1916
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A labourer, William embarked on board HMAT SS Makarini on 1 April 1916, as
Acting Corporal. He was a member of the 1% Battalion, 16" Reinforcements.
Along side William were other Kiama soldiers, William Bedford, Cyril Brandon,
Richard Cooke, Joseph Cooper, Claude Edwards, John Edwards, Lance
Edwards, Ernest Fisher, John Hanrahan, John Henderson, Alfred Hinde,
Alfred King, Ernest Lucas, Richard McDonald, William Ranyard, Thomas
Simpson, Henry Warner and Henry Warren.

SYDNEY ON 1 APRIL 1916

THE MAKARINI WHICH DEPARTED

Private Gibson died along side fellow Kiama soldiers Henry Warren and John
Hanrahan at Poziers, just shy of his 21% birthday. Also dying of wounds a few
days later were Richard McDonald, Ernest Fisher and Joseph Cooper. All of
these men were from the Waratah March. This battle saw six of the twenty
three Waratahs from Kiama, Gerringong and Jamberoo Killed.
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JOSEPH COOPER RICHARD MCDONALD



Kiama
Library

www.library.kiama.nsw.gov.au

The following are accounts of the death of William Gibson, taken from the
Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing files.

P T

lst Battn. ~C. Coys
16th Resnfte.

Lo  GI380N. WK I
9th Platoon. y SNes.
z 257116

Informant lmew Gibson - he came from Jamberoo, and wus
about 20, end sbout 5' 8" in heignt, medium build, fair
complexion. Informant was with him in tke trenches et
Posieras on 23/7/16. Thoy hopped over the trenck together
when tke advance was nade. Informant never saw him again
but heard from some of the others that he was killed Ty 8
shell,

Reference: Dercnis, Pte. B.BE., 5177, )
1s% Battn. 16tn Re$nfts.
C. Coy. 3Jth Platoon.

RAKDF1CK.
V&.
31/2/1917. SYDIBY BUREAU.
A.IQE. lst. Batn. G’IBSON W.El Jl
© 5103.

XTLIED Jaly 25th. 16« DeDeBe

I knew Gibson well- we were both Corporals together, passed
the asms day together in Iiverpocl Cams as Sergeants.

Don't kmow his peoples he came from Kiema was Captein of Kisma
Cadeta. | ’

T @a: him killed by & bullet through the heert - wes killed
ingtantly - at Pozieres - we were advancing and ke was hit
before we got to the firsft Germon Tremch, Do not know where
he wes buried - I am surethat he received a decent buriel.

Ha wag very popular. y

Ref. Sgte FPewW.Coulding 5104 (D.C.4.)
1st. Bettn.
Hut 36. VWestham Camp.
SOKQ 21'3.17.
LYEDCH.
30.3.17. Se
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AsI:Pels GIBSOR,W,H.Te 5303,

gm:dnn,m 1 °mvzng%t§gz§n prter o v 19% e
:3- 3 P8 ) »
: arss c.doy.(sf.in theroe) md Pte.
4, Cov, Lo .,._'_. in Tngland) that they
I 1.5t Poxierds. He came fromi Houth
coast of E-SJE- He m ane of the woratah route
marcie

Roferancat~ S.MBerywvs 5048, LA
Hoe. 7 Coil, Bome ilOYp.

lo% e & 22571 ataples
4 . &% 7 11,5,17.
8.M;d05s ot meon Bgtugads 4t £s his Andsial.FEP.
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