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Joseph Thomas Cooper

Private Joseph Thomas Cooper (SN 5067), born in Gerringong, was a labourer
from Barney Street Kiama, who took part in the famous Waratah March of 1915.
His parents, Thomas and Mary did not stop the 19 year old, who showed great
patriotism and heart.
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—  Corner of Barney and Shoalhaven Streets, Kiama, at the time Joseph Cooper
enlisted.

Cooper embarked at Sydney on SS Makarini on 1st April, 1916 as part of the 1st Australian Infantry
Battalion.

Disembarking at Marseilles the day after his birthday, on 17th May 1916, Private Cooper reported to 1st
Australian Division at Base Depot, Estaples.

Private Cooper was involved in the Battle of Poziéres, primarily remembered as an Australian battle.
The cost had been enormous, and in the words of Australian official historian Charles Bean, the
Poziers ridge

“is more densely sown with Australian sacrifice than any other place on earth.”

Here, Private Cooper was wounded somewhere between 22nd and 25th July 1916. He died of these
wounds to his arm, face and leg, a few days later, on 29th July 1916, at No.1 Stationary Hospital.
Thomas and Mary, like many at the time, found it difficult to obtain information regarding their son’s
death. This was until an Australian nurse, Sister Fairland, wrote to the family, informing them of the
last days of their son.



PTE, JOSEPH THOMAS COOPER,
—_——

The tollow.ng thoughtiul Jetter has
brought cons.derable comfort to  Mr,
and  Mrs, Cooper, who untl its re-
ce pt, knew nothling Leyond the fact
of the.r son's death and not even the
date of that, The good that such noble
Licarted women o, s not confined to
ther widstrations o the wounded and
dy.ng, 1t reaches . comfort to the
lieart oi those that rgourn,

Nou. 1 Stat.oue:y Hosjl.al,
Kouen, France, Ju.y 29, 1916,
Deur Mrs, Cooper..- -

1 do not know 5f 1 am addrossing
the r.gut person as 1 do not know any
part.culars about the private Lfe o
one  Pre, Couper,  But te,  Joseph
Thomas Cooper was adm.tied to our
hosp.tal yeswerday, asd 1| am wiril ng
on chance tat s relativesy may gv
s ledtesy, as L thought you might | ke
to kpow avout hom, Tae [ngures he

receved were very severe  and he
passcd avmay qu.etiy this evenng. 1t
Wiy coltlent You o Know, that Le
Wosned you ail not to grieve -he had
done hs wic, and was proud of L.,

It e had hived he: would have sul-
wicd very mach for « long t.me, awl
s futuee e would have veen runed,
He wll be muisd noa very pretuty
Lttle cemetery we have for the Sui
ders, anl given a mlitary [uueral,
(he sold ers’ cemeterys 4 Prance are
weild cared for, both by Englsh and
Fiench people. 1 am an australan
nurse, heipong in an englsh hospitu,
and that 5 wany 1 am wijtng as 1
auow .U uil peemns so far away frowm
you, Beleve me, it is all for thye
west, these happenings, though hara
1o understand, Hop.ng this will reach
some one ntereésted in tha boy,—1 re-
mu.n, yours sincerely,

(S.ster) C, FAIRLAND.

1’51 mysell, belong to Sydney,

Kiama Independent. 4™ October 1916

According to the Kiama Independent at the time, Private Cooper was the first of the Waratahs to
fall. Returned to his family were a cigarette case, testament, metal watch, wallet and cotton bag.

— St Sever Cemetry, Rouen. Grave reference B. 34. 21. Courtesy CWGC.

Private Cooper is buried at St. Sever Cemetery, Rouen.



https://maps.google.co.uk/maps?q=49.41263,1.06926

A touching poem dedicated to Private Cooper was published towards the end of the war in 1918.

" Roll of Honour,

COOPER.-~In Iuvmg memory ot ol
dear son und prother, Pto, J. T.
Coopey,  died Puly 20th, 10!0. 0!
wounds  receiv d in tho battlo o

Pozieres, pne Wamlnhu ngog
.10 yonrs hnd o
e fell; n gero fne doadl at.nru
Por l\ulgn & Country he lujd dowigjrx

l-umo \\ns higved, “and . he had done
his share

Io win those Jaurels, rich: and raro,

Wihich now addrn Australia's loyal race

L Not ovon timdl It's glory can ciluee,

Inserted by his loving molher, father,
sislers and brothors,

Kiama Independent. 31 July 1918




